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1. How is Higher Level Study Different? 

      Higher Education involves study at university level. The experience of being a student at university 
can be life-changing since you will:  

- study interesting subjects; 
- feel stretched intellectually; 
- explore new ideas; 
- engage in a wide range of new activities; 
- find out about yourself,  
- consider the kind of person that you want to be in the world; 
-  make friends that will last you for life. 

     Whilst starting out as a student is exciting, it is also natural to feel some anxieties about what 
you might be taking on because higher level study is different from study at previous levels. The 
most noticeably different features are likely to be:  

a) Study is different: The feature of most courses at  this level is independent study. Typically, this 
means managing your own learning as you have the maturity and intelligence to “get on with it”.  

b) Teaching methods are different: Teaching methods differ from one teacher to another but you 
can expect at least some of the following: lectures, tutorials, seminars or workshops, group work, 
laboratory work, distance learning... 

c) The role of the 'teacher' is different: Teachers at this level are usually known as lecturers 
or tutors. In addition to teaching, they are normally expected to engage in research and scholarship, 
which may feed into their teaching. When they are not involved in teaching-related tasks, they 
may be preparing research papers for publication and conferences, or applying research in industry, 
government and elsewhere. 

d) A new learning community: Studying at this level is about being part of an adult learning 
community in which everyone, students and lecturers are active in finding out new things for 
themselves and sharing them with others. It is assumed that you are intellectually curious, keen to 
find things out for yourself and to contribute to developing new understandings. 

e) Academic work is more difficult and complex: The strong emphasis is on 'understanding' 
rather than 'information'; it is about learning how knowledge is created and hence time may seem 
to operate differently. 
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2. Independent Study: Benefits, Challenges and Risks 
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3. What is expected from you? 

 


