Lecture 6          Political Parties in Modern Government
     Party government is the only human method of representative government through majority rule. The average citizen in politics is a party member who seeks the victory of a group of candidates but has little conception of the general nature or purpose of government or the fundamental issue of politics. He concentrates his political outlook on party organization, candidates and symbols. He is more interested in the personal and symbolic aspects of party activity than in its distinct platforms and policies.

Nature and Function of Political parties

      The political party is not a spontaneous, benevolent association but a public organization to promote the specific ambition of a combination of interest groups. It has to adopt flexible policies as a basis for party unity. A strong party is the one that unites the maximum of persons in a single interest group or the largest number of interest groups. Party strife is necessary for its progress although the highest form of conflict ought to be in the intellectual field. Political parties tend to become oligarchic in their organization and to identify themselves with a political machine and leader. (Convert means into ends.)

Historical Evolution

      Their origins are tied up with the Commercial Revolution and the rise of Capitalism which created an eventually strong urban middle class to challenge the aristocratic landed groups. The latter provided support to the English kings and grew into the Tories, whereas the urban middle class that promoted revolution came to be known as Whigs. The word Tories was originally used to describe rural bandits in Ireland. In the 17th century it had become a term applied to monarchists in the House of Commons. By the 18th century, the Tories were politicians who favoured royal authority, the established church and who sought to preserve the traditional political structure and opposed parliamentary reform. After 1834, this political group in the House of Commons preferred to use the term conservative.
     The Whigs drew support from the emerging industrial interests, wealthy merchants, and other proponents of reform. The term Whig is a short form of the Scottish Gaelic word whiggamor ,meaning a cattle or horse driver, The Whigs were originally also known as the "Country Party" (as opposed to the Tories, the "Court Party"). By the first half of the 19th century, the Whig political programme came to encompass not only the supremacy of parliament over the monarch and support for free trade, but the abolition of slavery, and, significantly, democratic reform. Eventually the Whigs evolved into the Liberal Party. 
     The Whigs and the Tories are often described as one of two political parties in England and later the United Kingdom from the late 17th to the mid 19th centuries. It is more accurate to describe the original two ideas as loose groupings, or more precisely, tendencies. While the Whigs' origins lay in constitutional monarchism and opposition to absolutism, neither group could be considered a true political party in the modern sense. Party politics did not begin to coalesce until at least 1784, with the ascension of Charles James Fox as the leader of a reconstituted "Whig" party, ranged against the governing party of the "Tories" under William Pitt the Younger.

