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Political science

Political science, the systematic study of governance by the application of empirical and generally scientific
methods of analysis. As traditionally defined and studied, political science examines the state and its organs
and institutions. The contemporary discipline, however, is considerably broader than this, encompassing
studies of all the societal, cultural, and psychological factors that mutually influence the operation of

government and the body politic.

Although political science borrows heavily from the other social sciences, it is distinguished from them by its
focus on power—defined as the ability of one political actor to get another actor to do what it wants—at the
international, national, and local levels. Political science is generally used in the singular, but in French and
Spanish the plural (sciences politiques and ciencias politicas, respectively) is used, perhaps a reflection of the
discipline’s eclectic nature. Although political science overlaps considerably with political philosophy, the two
fields are distinct. Political philosophy is concerned primarily with political ideas and values, such as rights,
justice, freedom, and political obligation (whether people should or should not obey political authority); it is
normative in its approach (i.e., it is concerned with what ought to be rather than with what is) and rationalistic
in its method. In contrast, political science studies institutions and behaviors, favors the descriptive over the
normative, and develops theories or draws conclusions based on empirical observations, which are expressed

in quantitative terms where possible.

Although political science, like all modern sciences, involves empirical investigation, it generally does not
produce precise measurements and predictions. This has led some scholars to question whether the discipline
can be accurately described as a science. However, if the term science applies to anybody of systematically
organized knowledge based on facts ascertained by empirical methods and described by as much measurement
as the material allows, then political science is a science, like the other social disciplines. In the 1960s the
American historian of science Thomas S. Kuhn argued that political science was “pre-paradigmatic,” not yet
having developed basic research paradigms, such as the periodic table that defines chemistry. It is likely that
political science never will develop a single, universal paradigm or theory, and attempts to do so have seldom

lasted more than a generation, making political science a discipline of many trends but few classics.



Present simple tense

The simple present tense is one of several forms of present tense in English. It is used to describe habits,
unchanging situations, general truths, and fixed arrangements. The simple present tense is simple to form. Just
use the base form of the verb: (I take, you take, we take, they take) The 3rd person singular takes an -s at the
end. (he takes, she takes)

- To express habits, general truths, repeated actions or unchanging situations, emotions and wishes:
E.g.:

I smoke (habit); I work in London (unchanging situation); London is a large city (general truth)
- To give instructions or directions:

E.g.:

You walk for two hundred meters, then you turn left.

- To express fixed arrangements, present or future:

E.g.:

Your exam starts at 09:00

- To express future time, after some conjunctions: after, when, before, as soon as, until:

E.g.:

He'll give it to you when you come next Saturday.

Forming the simple present tense: to think

Affirmative Interrogative Negative

| think Do | think? | do not think

You think Do you think? You do not think
He thinks Does he think? He does not think
She thinks Does she think? She does not think
It thinks Does it think? It does not think
We think Do we think? We do not think.

They think Do they think? They do not think.



