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In this course, we will treat some concepts and issues related to local political and
administrative organization, local governance, participatory government, as we live under

a new era of global challenges, in which states shall be adapted to this environment.

Local Governance

Governance is made up of the political and institutional processes through which decisions are taken and
implemented. Governance is most effective when these processes are participatory, accountable,
transparent, efficient, inclusive, and respect the rule of law. Good governance is particularly important at

local level, where governments interact with citizens and communities on a daily basis.

Improving local governance is a vital tool to guarantee peace, boost economic development, maximize
administrative efficiency, and ensure social inclusion and environmental sustainability. Many countries in
the MENA region have recognised the importance of reforming local governance and allocating more

responsibilities to governorates, regions and municipalities in order to better meet citizen’s needs.

In this context, the OECD is supporting the modernisation of the local administration and the
empowerement of local elected and officials and in the framework of its open government work, the
OECD is engaging with local communities to enable them to engage successfully with citizens and build

local governaments that are that are transparent, accountable and accessible.

Concepts and expressions:

Governance definition: the governance literature proposes several definitions, most rest on three

dimensions: authority, decision-making and accountability.

Governance determines who has power, who makes decisions, how other players make their voice

heard and how account is rendered.

participatory
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transparent

efficient

inclusive

Governance challenges include:

Effective representation of diverse population;
Ageing citizens;

Integrating transportation networks;

Preparing for the effects of climate change;

Everything is faster;

New disruptive technologies are both driving and enabling change and everything from policy

making to service delivery to citizen activism;

As expectations grow, the relationship between government and citizens is changing;

Renewing our notions of privacy of openness;

Control of government data;

How to incorporate the direct involvement of citizens between elections while responding to the

newly empowered activist citizens.

Governance principles may have many formulations, but include the following dimensions:

Legitimacy and voice
Direction and purpose
Effective performance
Accountability & transparency
Fairness & ethical behaviour
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Participatory democracy

Participatory democracy is a process of collective decision making that combines elements from both
direct and representative democracy: Citizens have the power to decide on policy proposals and

politicians assume the role of policy implementation.

Participatory democracy happens when individual citizens of a democracy participate in the

formation of policies and laws through consistent engagement.

G oo widl Al SllsV) 13 Al SN aio G opibolsh) iYL s S pls” 1L aSjLadl Al Ac ) G
DA aao G Sl G pblght 93 jLael e A b T LS g ol NSCay RS ollalud) ae 5L ol

Vel Al AeAl BhaSa LTy (cpals) yliandl o OlagSH1g iblsbl u Jeladly ey plall RRATRNT el

Participatory democracy is defined as: “A system that enables citizens to participate in making
political decisions that have priorities for them through direct interaction with the existing
authorities and the problems presented. It also takes into account the role of citizens in participating
in political decision-making and managing public affairs, and is characterized by interaction
between citizens and local governments or advisors, and it complements representative

democracy. **

Participatory refers to something that involves active participation. Democracy is a form of government
in which power is held by the people. If the people themselves vote directly on policies and laws, it is
called a direct democracy. If they elect representatives to make laws and policies, it is called

a representative democracy. (Most modern, Western-style democracies, including the United States and

the United Kingdom, are forms of representative democracies.)

The term participatory democracy refers to something somewhere in between: the people elect leaders
but also play a role in forming policies.

Participatory democracy is all about participation. Its goal is to ensure that all citizens, not just politicians,

have a real say in the creation of the rules and programs that make up their government.


https://www.dictionary.com/browse/participatory/
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/democracy/
https://www.dictionary.com/browse/representative--democracy/

When faced with big problems, people often want a larger role in the creation of the laws and
policies that will affect their everyday lives. That’s one of the reasons that participatory
democracy has become more prominent both as an idea and as a phrase used in discussions about

how to enact change.

The principles involved in participatory democracy are familiar to many involved in

community development and include:

« Participation

o Self determination
e Power sharing
i —
e Socialinclusion e
e Protection of autonomous,
independent voices., | s
o Flexible, working structures which
are accountable and transparent ang |
which resource and take into | e,

account the needs of all

participating partners.

A participatory democracy is a model of democracy in which citizens have the power to
make policy decisions. Participatory democracy emphasizes the broad participation of people

in politics. dsbacall i ) a1 HA5) A clal gal) Al o 8y / dda) JBasal) (pa 73 gad

However, this is not a direct democracy, in which citizens are directly responsible for making
policy decisions. In a participatory democracy, citizens can influence policy decisions, but
do not make them. Politicians are still responsible for implementing those policy decisions.
The United States does not have a pure participatory democracy, but at some levels of

government, we can see examples of a participatory democracy playing out.

Corruption and democracy




Corruption — broadly defined as the misuse of public office for private gains costs every country a large

amount of financial, political and social resources every year. Research on the causes, consequences and
combat strategies of corruption are manifold and very revealing. Previous studies indicate, for example,
that well-established democracies show lower levels of corruption than authoritarian regimes or

young democracies. At the same time, high levels of corruption undermine democracy.
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By diverting rare resources from disadvantaged people, it damages the rule of law, social justice and
lowers the trust of citizens in political institutions and processes The reciprocal democracy-corruption
nexus has already been analyzed in several studies and is nowadays well-established Previous research
shows that democracy does not guarantee clean and transparent governance at all and democratic systems
are still fighting against corruption even in countries that are often seen as almost free of corruption. Yet,
frequent scandals like in the United Kingdom, Iceland, United States or Spain illustrate that corruption is

a serious problem in nearly every state in the world

The major causes advanced for corruption are:

a) Greed of public servants
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b) Low salaries of public servants that are often in arrears
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c) Poor supervision of workers and poor record keeping
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d) Bad examples set by top senior officers (who are themselves corrupt)
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e) Lack of job security due to retrenchments
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) Lack of public knowledge on rights and failure to punish corruption.
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Public policy

Broadly, we might say that a public policy is simply what government (any public official who
influences or determines public policy, including school officials, city council members, county
supervisors, etc.) does or does not do about a problem that comes before them for consideration

and possible action.

Specifically, public policy has a number of key attributes:
« Policy is made in response to some sort of issue or problem that requires attention.

« Policy is what the government chooses to do (actual) or not do (implied) about a particular issue

or problem.

« Policy might take the form of law, or regulation, or the set of all the laws and regulations that

govern a particular issue or problem.

Policy is made on behalf of the "public."

Policy is oriented toward a goal or desired state, such as the solution of a problem.

Policy is ultimately made by governments, even if the ideas come from outside government or

through the interaction of government and the public.

Policymaking is part of an ongoing process that does not always have a clear beginning or end,

since decisions about who will benefit from policies and who will bear any burden resulting

from the policy are continually reassessed, revisited and revised.



