Lecture 3
Religion in Britain
     Christianity first came to Britain early in the 4th century (400 AD). St Patrick was one of the roman missionaries who arrived in Britain in the Dark Ages After staying in a safe Mediterranean monastery, he went to Ireland where he preserved Christianity and safeguarded its cultural heritage. He was the first bishop in Ireland. (The first Saxons were pagan, had only an oral literature and were completely ignorant of Roman Culture) Then, the activities of St Columba spread from Ireland during the 5th and 6th centuries to Scotland where the first monastery was founded in 550 AD. This concerns early Christianity and the Celtic Church in Britain.

     With monasteries as centres of peaceful life, St Benedict (480-543) brought his new rules to make the New Roman Church: obedience, charity and poverty. St Gregory (Pope from 590 to 604) was originally a Benedictan monk. With the ambition to recover the Old Roman Empire under the spiritual leadership of the Papacy, he sent St Augustine to England in 597. So from 597 to 664, there were two Christian churches in England. In 664, at the Synod (assembly) of Whitby, both churches decided to unite. In 668, Theodore of Tarssus, a Greek monk, was sent by the pope to organize the united church. This was the basis of medieval changes for a religious unity. The Roman Catholic Organization was at the source of medieval civilization. Indeed all great statesmen were churchmen in the middle Ages. To England, the Church offered union, peace and the beginning of learning and art.

      From the Norman Conquest onwards, the Church became a key player in British politics, alongside the monarch and the landowners. Religion thus became closely linked to kings, queens and politics. 
      In 1525 King Henry VIII decided to divorce his queen, Catherine of Aragon who, at the age of forty, was five years older than Him. Also, she had only given him a daughter and Henry wanted a son. He fell in love with Anne Boleyn who was younger, but when Henry asked the Pope for permission to divorce Catherine, he refused. Henry was so angry with the Pope that he ended all contact between England and Rome, divorced Catherine of Aragon without the Pope's permission and married Anne Boleyn. In 1534 Parliament named Henry head of the Church of England. This was the beginning of the Anglican Church. This quarrel with Rome was political, not religious. The Anglican Church did not start as a Protestant Church and Henry certainly did not regard himself as a Protestant.
In fact, the Pope had given Henry the title of 'Defender of the Faith' in 1521 for words he wrote attacking Martin Luther, the German Protestant. (British kings and queens still have this title, and we can seethe letters m DEF or F.D. on British coins today.) However, the Protestant movement in Europe was growing very strong at this time. When Pope Henry quarrelled with Rome and ordered the Bible to be translated into English, the way was open for Protestantism to spread in England. Over the next years many people changed to this new religion.
In 1553 Mary, Henry's daughter by Catherine of Aragon became Queen of England. Because she was a Roman Catholic, the country re-entered the Roman Church. While Mary was Queen, many Protestants were burned at the stake for their beliefs. She also put her non-Roman Catholic sister, Elizabeth (the daughter of Henry and Anne Boleyn), into prison in the Tower of London. Protestants were glad when Mary died in 1558 and Elizabeth became Queen. Elizabeth also became head of the Anglican Church, like her father, and Roman Catholicism was never again the established (official) religion in England.

The Puritans
After Elizabeth became Queen, a group of Protestants wanted to 'purify' the Church of England of all Roman Catholic influence. These people were called Puritans- they were the English Protestants. They dressed very simply and believed that all pleasures, such as fine clothes and the theatre, were wicked. When James I was King (1603-1625) the Puritans were often put in prison and sometimes even killed. Some of them decided to leave England to find freedom in a new country. They sailed from Plymouth in 1620 in a ship called the 'May Flower', and these ‘Pilgrim Fathers' - as they were called started a new life in America. The se service which they held to thank God for theirarrival became a traditional annual festival in America, called 'Thanksgiving'.

      Under the rule of James 1's son, Charles I, the Puritans were treated even worse. Many people sympathized with the Puritans, and the Court was unpopular because it was suspected of being a centre of Roman Catholicism. (This was because Charles’s wife was a Roman Catholic.) This religious split between the Puritans and the Court was one cause of the outbreak of civil war in 1642 and the eventual execution of Charles I. Following this, from 1649 to 1660, Britain was a republic for a short while.
Religion today
      According to the 2011 Census, 59.3% of the population of the United Kingdom identify as Christian. Also, Christianity remains the largest England religion despite falling numbers. The second largest group is Islam, with 4.8% of the identifying as Muslim. There is an ever-growing population of Brits and Scots claiming no religion. Religion is not a factor for 25.1% of people in Wales and England. The decline in religious belief in the UK is comparable to worldwide trends. As these statistics regarding UK religion indicate, religious beliefs are as diverse as the people who reside there.
      Despite the wide range of religious beliefs, the United Kingdom nonetheless has two official religions. The main religion in England and Wales is the Church of England, which is also known as the Anglican Church. The predominant religion in Scotland is the Church of Scotland, making Scotland the only country in the United Kingdom in which the Anglican Church is not the official religion.
      Strict adherence to religious doctrine has become less common in recent decades, with fully one-quarter of UK residents reporting no belief in any kind of religious doctrine. The role of the church in the United Kingdom is now largely ceremonial. In addition to traditional ceremonies such as baptism and weddings, the Church of England also administers civil ceremonies such as the coronation of the monarch. Approximately 15% of adults in the United Kingdom identify as Anglicans, which is a significant decrease from the beginning of the 21st century when about one-third of the population of the United Kingdom considered themselves to be Anglican. 
The Power of the Anglican Church

       In the late 18th and early 19th centuries, conservatism flourished in the United Kingdom. Conservative ideology is typically associated with traditional religious beliefs, so it is not surprising Conservatives desired to keep political power in the church. In addition, the Church of England was associated with the monarchy and aristocracy, making it even more desirable as the seat of political influence. The Liberal party, on the other hand, attempted to recognize and include other religions that were flourishing at the time. This conflict between Conservatives who sought to protect the Church of England and Liberals who opposed such protections finally came to a head over a prayer book.
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