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   Before the second war of independence, slavery received little public attention. But after the war, the issue assumed enormous importance. In the early years of the republic, the Northern states began a policy of gradual emancipation of the slaves and many leaders believed that slavery could be abolished from the American soil. In 1786, George Washington expressed the view that slavery might be abolished by slow degrees. Jefferson, Madison and Monroe expressed similar views. This expectation, however, proved false during the next generation since the South was solidly united behind slavery as an institution.
One of the main reasons why the south wanted to keep slavery was the rise of the cotton culture as a result of the Industrial Revolution which made textile manufacturing a large scale operation increasing the demand for raw cotton. Therefore, cotton growing became very popular in the southern states and slavery was a necessity. The expanding sugar cultivation also extended slavery in the south. Louisiana had proved ideal for growing sugar cane crops. By 1830, the state of Louisiana was supplying the nation with about half its sugar needs. Finally, tobacco growing moved westward and took slavery with it.
As the free society of the north and the slave society of the south spread westward, it was necessary to maintain equality between the new stages then being established. In 1818 when Illinois was admitted to the union, ten states permitted slavery while eleven free states prohibited it. But a balance was restored between the south and the north when Alabama was admitted as a slave state. When the north opposed the entry of Missouri, except as a free state, a protest swept the country. For a while, congress was at a deadlock. A compromise was arranged. Missouri was admitted as a slave state but at the same time, Maine was admitted as a free state.
 Congress decreed that slavery should be abolished from the American soil but the institution (Slavery) kept increasing due to the expansion in cotton culture and to the determination of the south to preserve its interests in national politics. The south needed new territory for additional slave states to offset the admission of new free states. The north viewed in this attitude a conspiracy for the expansion of slavery. This opposition of the north, inspired by the ideals of the American Revolution and the earlier anti-slavery movement, had won a final victory in 1809 when Congress abolished the slave trade.
The 1820,s saw a new phase of hesitation which resulted from the dynamic democratic idealism of the time and the new interest in social justice for all classes of people. The movement for the abolition of slavery found its leadership in, William Lloyd Garrison a young man of Massachusetts. In January 1831, in his newspaper "The Liberator" he announced his determination to abolish slavery from America. Garrison's purpose was to point out the evil aspects of black slavery and brand the slave holders as torturers of human life. Garrison was unwilling to make any compromise with those who wanted to keep slavery. However, the North wanted reform by legal land peaceful means.
The north involved itself in helping slaves escape to safe places in the north or over the border into Canada. This was known as the "underground railroad". It was a network of secret routes firmly established in 1830 in all parts of the North. In Ohio alone, from 1830 to 1860, 40 000 fugitive slaves were helped to freedom. Moreover, the number of anti-slavery societies in the north increased at a high rate. The south held that slavery had a right to exist in all territories but the north asserted that it had a right in none. In 1848, over 300 000 men voted for the candidates of a party which declared that the best policy was to limit, localize and discourage slavery.
                                              Abraham Lincoln and Slavery
Abraham Lincoln had long regarded slavery as an evil. In a speech in 1854, he said that all national legislation should be based upon the principles that slavery was to be restricted and eventually abolished. He upheld the principle of popular sovereignty. He stated that slavery in the western territories was the concern not only of local inhabitants but also of the U.S.A as a nation. His speech made him widely known throughout the country. In 1858, Lincoln opposed Stephen A. Douglas (Democrat) for election to the U.S. senate from Illinois. Lincoln and Douglas engaged in a series of debates.

Although Lincoln lost the election to Douglas, he had achieved national stature. In the presidential election of 1860, the Republican Party nominated Lincoln as its candidate. The spirit of the party was enhanced as its leaders unanimously declared that slavery could spread no further. The disunity of the opposing Democratic Party helped the Republicans win the election. 
On March 4th 1861, Lincoln was sworn in as the president of the United States. The southern states were opposed to Lincoln and promptly, on the initiative of South Carolina, formed the Confederate States of America as opposed to the United States of America. On April 12th, 1861, guns opened fire in Fort Sumter, the Civil War began.
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