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     Although the British gave their colonies more freedom than the Spanish or French, they still made a number of laws that helped the businessmen in England more than the colonists. The Molasses Act of 1733 is an example of this. Many New Englanders made a living by turning molasses and sugar into rum. The Molasses Act helped the sugar plantation owners on the islands of the British West Indies. A tax was placed on the sugar and molasses that came from the islands. On top of this, the law stated that traders in New England could only trade with the British Islands. Many businessmen had been trading with the French and the Dutch. Now these men would lose money.  This made the New Englanders upset with the British. 


     The French fought a war against the colonists and the British over the land in America. This was started in 1754 and lasted until 1763. Europeans called this the Seven Years War. Many Indians fought on the side of the French. The French had befriended the Indians through their fur trading.  The war ended with the British and colonists winning. France lost Canada and all of the French territory east of the Mississippi River except New Orleans. This war changed the way of thinking for the colonists. During the war the colonists fought alongside the British Army. This taught the colonist how to fight as well as making the colonist realize that they no longer needed the British Army for protection. Another result of this war was the colonists learned they must work together to keep their land. After the war many colonists moved across the mountains. They no longer feared the French would attack them. 

     King George made a law called the Proclamation of 1763 which stated the colonists could not move westward over the Appalachian Mountains. The British passed several more laws which also angered the colonists. In 1764 a law was passed which said the colonies could not print or use their own money. Finally in 1765, the Stamp Act was passed. The tax stamps had to be put on 54 kinds of papers, including playing cards, newspapers, wills and licenses. The payments varied from one cent on a newspaper to ten dollars on a college diploma. The payments had to be made in gold or silver.

     The colonists began to speak out against the new taxes. Patrick Henry from Virginia spoke the loudest. He said the British Parliament made these laws, but no colonists were in the Parliament. In October 1765 nine colonies sent people to a meeting in New York City to talk about the Stamp Act. They made the decision that the Parliament could not tax the American colonies since they had no representation in Parliament. The phrase stated by James Otis, a Boston lawyer, "No taxation without representation," was heard throughout the colonies. The men at this meeting sent a letter asking Britain to repeal the Stamp Act. The British would not listen. Instead they placed new taxes on the colonies. In 1767 the British passed the Townsend Act. This act placed taxes on tea, glass, paper, and paint. Many colonists refused to pay the taxes or to buy any goods made in England.
The Sons of Liberty
     A club was formed called the Sons of Liberty. Their motto was Join or Die. The members broke into the homes of the tax collectors and beat them. They then burned the hated tax stamps. The British sent 40,000 soldiers to help the tax collectors. The American colonists were told that they would have to let the soldiers live in their homes. This made the colonists very angry. Americans did all that they could to rebel against the British. Traders smuggled goods in and out of the American ports to keep from paying the British taxes. The Americans teased the British troops by throwing rocks or snowballs at them. Many settlers moved across the Appalachian Mountains even though the law said they could not.

The Boston Massacre

     In 1770 the first real battle between the colonists and the British took place. The British soldiers got angry at a crowd of colonists who were throwing snowballs at them. The soldiers fired. Five colonists were killed and many more were wounded. Later this event was called the Boston Massacre. Two of the British soldiers were found guilty of a crime in this event. They were punished by having their thumbs burned with a hot branding iron and released. Between 1770 and 1773 there were only a few acts of violence in the colonies. Some British tax boats were burned. The British repealed many of the taxes, but not the tax on tea.

The Boston Tea Party


     In 1773 the British told the British East India Company it could send tea to America without paying the taxes. All other tea traders still had to pay a tax. The Americans refused to buy any tea and refused to unload the tea from the British ships in the American ports. About 50 men from the Sons of Liberty dressed as Mohawk Indians. They boarded a tea ship in the Boston Harbor. These men then threw 342 chests tea valued at $75,000 into the water. One of these men was Paul Revere. This event became known as the Boston Tea Party. Many people say this was the most important event that led to the start of the war between the colonies and the British. 
The First Continental Congress
     Some Americans thought the Boston Tea Party was wrong. Some businessmen even offered to pay for the damages. King George wanted to punish the Americans. The British Parliament passed a new set of laws called the Intolerable Acts. The Intolerable Acts closed the Boston Harbor until the tea was paid for in full. The acts forced The Americans to house the British soldiers. Any British subjects who committed a crime in America would be tried in England. This led to many problems. With the port closed, no food could be shipped to Boston. Boston asked the colonies for help. Many colonies sent food overland. All colonies except Georgia sent men to Philadelphia to talk about what to do about the Intolerable Acts. This group was called the First Continental Congress. They met in Carpenters' Hall, Philadelphia in September 1774. The 
Congress decided they must force the British to repeal the acts. They also decided to cut off all trade between England and the colonies until the acts changed. 

The Minutemen

    In New England, the men began arming themselves. They were called Minutemen because they could be ready to fight in a minute. Some practiced fighting and marching with wooden guns. Others had real guns.

On April 18, 1775 the British commander in Boston sent soldiers to Concord to find guns and powder. They were also ordered to arrest Samuel Adams and John Hancock who were hiding in Lexington. Paul Revere made his famous midnight ride from Boston to Lexington, Massachusetts to warn the citizens that the British army was on its way. Revere was captured, but he escaped safely. On the next day, the battle of Lexington and Concord took place. The first shot fired was later known as "The shot heard 'round the World" due to the impact of the war that followed.
    The colonists took a hill that overlooked the Boston Harbor. The hill was called Breed's Hill after its owner. The army thought they were on a different hill named Bunker Hill which was nearby. The battle that took placed was called the Battle of Bunker Hill because of this mistake. The battle began when the British commander sent soldiers up the hill to take it from the colonists. The British were forced back by the American muskets. They charged again and were again driven back by colonial guns. On the third charge the colonists were almost out of ammunition, so the British were able to take over Breed's Hill. The colonial army lost 140 men in the battle. The British army lost many more. Nearly 1000 British were killed or wounded. 
The Second Continental Congress
      In May of 1775, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. Many thought the fighting was only a New England War. They thought it wouldn't reach the other colonies. Congress voted to ask each of the Thirteen Colonies to give war supplies and troops. They also voted to ask France to help. George Washington was voted Commander-in-Chief of the new army. Washington was chosen because he was a trained soldier. He had fought in the French and Indian War. Also Washington was from Virginia in the South. Many thought this would bring the South into the war. King George hired soldiers from Germany called Hessians. The British paid the Prince of Hesse $500,000 a year plus $35 for each Hessian killed and $12 for each wounded. Unfortunately, the money was not given to the soldiers. It was spent to help Germany's economy and even to build elaborate palaces.

Common Sense and the Declaration of Independence
    In January of 1776, an Englishman named Thomas Paine published a small book called Common Sense. The book said all kings in general, especially George III of England, were bad. The book also stated that America must be free to make its own way. This book became a best-seller. It made Americans believe that 
America should be a free and independent nation. In the spring of 1776, the Second Continental Congress met in a red brick building called the Pennsylvania State House. It was later called Independence Hall. Many leaders wanted America to become a separate and equal nation. Some wanted America to have some self-rule while still being a colony of England. Others were not sure what they wanted.
      On June 7, the issue came to a head. Richard Henry Lee of Virginia stood and put a resolution before the convention. Lee said they should break completely from England. Many delegates were shocked. They decided to vote on this issue on July 1. A committee to write a Declaration of Independence from England was set up. The committee was made up of John Adams (Massachusetts), Ben Franklin (Pennsylvania), Roger Sherman (Connecticut), Thomas Jefferson (Virginia) and Robert Livingston (New York). Ben Franklin was sick that day and stayed home. The other four men went to visit Franklin at his house. They decided that only one man should write the declaration. The others then would look at it after it was written. 

        Thomas Jefferson was given the job because he was a good writer and he was from the South. Jefferson worked on the Declaration of Independence for three weeks. Others liked what Jefferson had written. On Friday the 28, the declaration was read to the Congress. The Virginia resolution to break with England was brought before Congress. The men argued over the words Jefferson had written. By July 4, the delegates were tired and many were afraid there would be a fight. A vote was taken. Some of Jefferson's words were changed before the voting. A statement against slavery was taken out. The declaration was approved by the Second Continental Congress. Fifty-six men signed the declaration. John Hancock was the first to sign. A large bell rang out to tell the people of Philadelphia the good news. The bell was later called the Liberty Bell.

        The Declaration of Independence showed England and other countries that Americans were determined to become a free nation. If the colonists lost the war, all the men who signed the declaration would be hung. The document was signed in July 1776 in Philadelphia. About one-third of all Americans stayed loyal to the king and to England. They were called Tories or Loyalists.

The Early Battles of the American Revolution

         Many of the early battles took place around New York City. Washington's army fought the British on Long Island and lost. They had to retreat first to New York City and then to Pennsylvania. On May 10, 1775 a group of American soldiers from Vermont called the Green Mountain Boys attacked the British Fort Ticonderoga near Lake Champlain. The group was led by Ethan Allen. Allen surprised the British at the fort. Allen called out for their surrender. The fort surrendered. 
The Battle of Saratoga
       In the winter of 1776, George Washington and his men camped in Pennsylvania. On Christmas Eve, they crossed the icy Delaware River to attack a group of Hessians at Trenton, New Jersey. The Germans were celebrating the holiday with strong drinks. They were taken by surprise. The Hessians surrendered themselves with all their weapons and equipment Two weeks later Washington led another surprise attack at Princeton, New Jersey and won. By this time the British army was growing weaker, and the American army grew stronger. On October 1777, the Americans beat a large British force at Saratoga, New York. The French decided to help the Americans by supplying money, arms, and officers after they thought the Americans now had a chance to winning the war. This way France could beat an old enemy
Valley Forge & the End of the War 
     The British army spent the winter of 1778 camped in Philadelphia. Washington's army spent a cold, hungry winter camped at Valley Forge. This was only about 30 miles away from Philadelphia. The American army was short on food and clothing. They had almost no medical supplies. The winter was cold. Many men became sick. Some deserted. Others lost fingers and toes to frostbite. The Americans got money from France. With this money Congress bought guns, ammunitions, clothing, and good food for the men at Valley Forge. Officers from other countries also come to help train the American army. By the end of the winter, fighting was taking place in all thirteen colonies. In the northwest, Gorge Rogers Clark was attacking the British forts along the frontier. 
       John Paul Jones, a famous American sailor, stated, "I have not yet begun to fight!" when asked to surrender. Soon after this the British captured his ship. In 1780 the Battles of Kings Mountain and Cowpens were fought. In 1780 Benedict Arnold, a famous general who helped the Americans win at Saratoga, became unhappy and planned to turn the fort at West Point over to the British. He was found out before this took place. The main battles were still being fought by Washington. British soldiers led by General Cornwallis went to Virginia. They wanted to take the American army led by Frenchmen Lafayette. The army camped at Yorktown on the coast while waiting for Britain to ship supplies. The French fleet and the new American navy kept the supplies from getting through.
     Washington and his army along with French soldiers marched south from New York to meet Lafayette. The two armies met. They surrounded Cornwallis and his British soldiers. Cornwallis surrendered his army to Washington. On October 9, 1781 after 6 years the Revolutionary War was over. In 1783, the Americans and the British signed a peace treaty in Paris, France. 
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