Second year Licence  - 1st Semester
Lecture Three : 
Rhyme and Rhythm 
Part one: Rhythm
Rhythm is the meaningful arrangement of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry. The measurement of that rhythm is called Meter.
Meter: the way we measure the beats in a line of poetry. 
The Unit of measurement is called foot (the number of syllables in one line)
Foot: the number of rhythmic beats in a line.
Rising Rhythm: starts as unstressed and works its way towards stressed.
Falling Rhythm: starts as stressed and works its way towards unstressed.

1. Two-syllable meters:
· Iamb: (u /) a metrical foot having two syllables: the first unstressed, or 'weak,' and the second stressed. It is the most popular of rhythmic meters in English poetry.

Ex:  Shall  I     compare   thee to     a   summer’s day             Rising Rhythm                           (pentameter)
           u     /         u       /           u      /          u     /          u       /

(William Shakespeare)
· Trochee: (/u) a foot consisting of one long or stressed syllable followed by one short or unstressed syllable.
2. Three-syllable meters:
· Anapest: (u u /) a metrical foot in a line of a poem that contains three syllables wherein the first two syllables are short and unstressed, followed by a third syllable that is long and stressed.

Ex:   Have  you  mark’d  but  the  fall    of  the  snow   (trimeter)
             u      u       /            u     u      /        u    u     /
	
· Dactyl: (/ u u) 
3. Irregular meters: the following two meters are used by poets when they want to insert an irregularity into a pattern, add a break in the rhythm, change the rhythm to cause a certain effect in the reader, to speed up or slow down a line.
· Spondee  (//)
Ex: Break, break, break
At the foot of thy crags, O Sea!
But the tender grace of a day that is dead
Will never come back to me.                          (Lord Tennyson – “Break, Break, Break”)

· Pyrrhus:    (uu) regularly found in classical Greek poetry. pyrrhic meter is not generally used in modern rhythmic patterns. Andrew Marvell’s “The Garden” contains examples of pyrrhic meter, here in bold:
 “To a green thought in a green shade.”
Number of beats/feet:
· One foot: Monometer
· Two feet: Dimeter
· Three feet: trimester
· Four feet: tetrameter
· Five feet: pentameter (the most popular line of poetry in English poetry)
· Hexameter, heptameter, octameter, etc.
Example of an Iambic pentameter:	
       Shall  I  ǀ   compare ǀ  thee  to ǀ    a   sumǀmer’s day                                       
           u     /           u       /              u      /             u     /          u       /           5 feet


Why does this matter?
The more control over sound, the more meaning structure a poem can have for the reader. In addition to that, sound effects influence the very way you feel when you read the poem ( a lot of stressed syllables will hit you hard and make you run forward, a lot of unstressed syllables will slow down your reading).
Part Two: Rhyme
Rhyme is a repetition of similar sounding words, occurring at the end of lines in poems or songs.
Why use rhyme in poetry? 
It is important for appreciating and understanding a poem. It influences the way we feel when we are reading a poem.

Rhyme scheme: the way we measure which lines end in a similar rhyme. We designate this with letters.
Ex: of rhyme scheme:
I wander thro' each charter'd street,                      A
Near where the charter'd Thames does flow.        B
And mark in every face I meet                             A
Marks of weakness, marks of woe.                       B

Rhyme can be described in terms of sound, position, and syllable:
1. Sound:
· Full rhyme: same ending sound. This is the traditional rhyme scheme. (check example 5: William Blake’s “London”)
· Slant rhyme: when the rhyme doesn’t quite match and the final sound is similar but with different consonants.  The words “worm” and “swarm” sound similar, but they do not rhyme exactly.
· Identical rhyme: when the same word is repeated at the end of a poem’s lines. 
2. Position:
· End Rhyme: End rhyme occurs when the last syllables or words in two or more lines rhyme with each other.
· Internal rhyme: check Edgar Allan Poe’s The Raven. There is a feeling of repetition in the rhyme inside the poem.
3. Syllable:  the syllable on which rhyme falls.
· Masculine rhyme: where the rhyme falls on the stressed syllable. The ending is strong and intense.
· Feminine rhyme: when the rhyme falls on the unstressed syllable. The result is a soft ending that lightens the feelings.
Types of verse: 
· Formal verse: poetry with a strict meter and rhyme scheme.
· Blank verse: Poetry with a strict meter but no rhyme scheme.
· Free verse: Poetry without any strict meter or rhyme scheme.
