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The relationship between the built environment and human behavior has been a topic of debate for decades, increasing significantly since the time of the industrial revolution. The latest arguments in this debate are the claims made by New Urbanists. New Urbanists claim to foster greater sense of community through the use of design. The goal of this study is to explore the relationship between the built environment and sense of community in order to identify which physical properties positively affect sense of community. This thesis not only examines the physical properties claimed to foster sense of community but the social variables that literature has found to also affect sense of community among residents.
Built upon the earlier findings of Glynn (1981), McMillan and Chavis (1986), Nasar and Julian (1995), Talen (1999) and Lund (2002), this study examined residents of four residential developments in the City of Arroyo Grande who were surveyed on their perceived sense of community. The residential developments The Village and Berry Gardens were selected as developments containing New Urbanist design elements. Rancho Grande and Oak Park Leisure Gardens were selected as traditional suburban developments.
The results of this study found two key findings. The Village and Berry Gardens, while containing similar spatial variables, found a noticeable difference in sense of community scores. Residents of The Village felt that their needs and wants were met, that they were active, satisfied members of their neighborhood, and  shared an emotional connection with their fellow neighbors. Residents of Berry Gardens were overall less satisfied, less fulfilled, less active and shared less of an emotional connection with their fellow neighbors than all other developments.
And while Rancho Grande and Oak Park Leisure Gardens contained noticeably distinct spatial variables, strikingly similar sense of community scores were found. Although Rancho Grande had a density of 2.5 dwelling units per acre and large setbacks its residents felt they could influence one another and belonged in the neighborhood to the same degree as residents of Oak Park Leisure Gardens with 9 dwelling units an acre and shallow setbacks.

Task 1:
Read the text then answer the questions. 
1. This document is about....................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
2. What are the claims made by new urbanists
......................................................................................................................................................
.....................................................................................................................................................
3. What is new urbanism?
......................................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................................................
4. Give a title to the text?
.......................................................................................................................................................
5. The goal of the study is....................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
Task2:
Find the words that have following definitions. 
..............................................: a house or other place of residence.
……………………………: a district or community within a town or city.
………………………..........: the same kind in appearance, character, or quantity, without being identical.
…………………………….. :a set of reasons given in support of something.
Task 3:
Order the sentences to make a coherent paragraph: 
· “emotional aid, social support, companionship and services that support a household and the neighborhood” 
· In addition to providing a sense of belonging, a sense of community can bring 
· and a shared faith that members’ needs will be met through their commitment to be together .
· a feeling that members matter to one another and to the group,
· Sense of community is a feeling that members have of belonging,

Section 2
· To qualify as a TND (Traditional Neighborhood Development)
, a project should include a range of housing types, a network of well-connected streets and blocks and a variety of public spaces, and should have amenities such as stores, schools and places of worship within walking distance of residences.[image: ] 
The Eight Principles of TOD are WALK, CYCLE, CONNECT, TRANSIT, MIX, DENSIFY, COMPACT, and SHIFT. They illustrate the relationship between transport and land use. These principles form the Framework for the TOD Standard, a universal tool that can be used to evaluate and plan neighborhoods.
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