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1- Introduction to Prose:

1-1 Definition of the Short Story:
"The Short Story" is a brief fictional prose narrative that is shorter than a novel, with a few characters.
Because of the shorter length, a short story usually focuses on one plot with a few incidents, a single setting, one or two main characters (with a few additional minor characters), and one central theme. The number of words ranges from 1,000 to 20,000 words.
       Stages of development of the short story:
-"Exposition": background information are provided to the readers like presenting characters and their backgrounds, presenting the setting (time and place)...
-"Rising action": is the element of a plot that occurs after the exposition and builds the conflict. At this stage, the events of the story begin to create suspense as the character faces conflict.
-"Climax": The climax of a plot is the story's central turning point; that is, the moment of peak tension or conflict which all the preceding plot developments have been leading up to. It is when the conflict reaches the highest point of tension.
-"Falling action": the phase of a story following the climax in which the main conflict is de-escalated and tension is further dispelled.
-"Resolution": the conflict is resolved.
1-2 Definition of the Novel: 
"The Novel" is an extended fictional narrative in prose that tends to show the development of a character or a course of event over time.
1-3 The  Elements Fiction:

1-3-1 The "setting" refers to the general locale and historical time in which the events of the story take place. It is the time and place in which the story happens. The elements of the setting include the social status, seasons, weather, historical period (Elizabethan Age, Victorian Period...). It can be real or fictional or a combination of both. It can be a large city like Paris, London New York.
In the novels of Emile Zola, the setting is of great significant as the environment determines character. Wessex is strongly present in Thomas Hardy’s novels. 
1-3-2 The "plot" refers to the author's arrangement of the events of the story. It means how the story develops, unfolds and moves in time.
       The "conflict" is the driving force behind many plots. It may come from: 
· the outside: the main character may be in conflict with external forces such as his family, society, physical hardship or nature; 
· within: the character may be forced to make a difficult choice, or he may have to question his own values and beliefs.

1-3-3 Characters: 
The central character in fiction is called "the protagonist", without whom there would be no story. 
The character against whom the protagonist struggles is called "the antagonist" that can be human or non-human. In many novels, the antagonist is not a human being; it can be, for example, the natural environment, society, illness, or even death. The antagonist  can be the protagonist, who is torn by a problem within or something external that causes the problem. The antagonist, yet, can be a part of nature such as an animal, the weather, a mountain or lake. 
The terms "protagonist" and "antagonist" should not be confused with the terms "hero" and "villain". The protagonist is a mixture of good and evil elements. The villain is the totally wicked character in a work of fiction.
Characters can also be major or minor, depending on the importance of their roles in developing the plot.
1-3-3-1 "Dynamic characters" change and evolve as a result of the experiences they have. They may learn a lesson, become bad, or change in complex ways. They are usually major characters in fiction.
            1-3-3-2 "Static characters" remain untouched by the events of the story. They do not learn from their experiences and consequently they remain unchanged. They are usually minor in fiction.
1-3-3-3 "Round characters", like real people, have complex, multi-dimensional personalities. These characters display many different traits, good and bad, making them more interesting. They show emotional and intellectual depth and are capable changing and growing. They are usually major characters in fiction.
1-3-3-4 "Flat characters" embody or represent a single characteristic or personality trait i.e they are one-dimensional. The flat characters are either the miser, or the bully, or the jealous lover, or the endless optimist. They are usually minor in fiction.
1-3-4 Methods for Conveying Character:
           In presenting and establishing character, the author uses two methods: "telling" and "showing".
1-3-4-1 Telling: the intervention and commentary by the author is direct. He interrupts the narrative to comment on the character's personality, thoughts or actions.
           1-3-4-2 Showing: the author allows the characters to reveal themselves through what they do and say. He does not interrupt the narrative or make any comments on the character's personality, thoughts or actions.
1-3-5 Point of View:
            Authors do not address readers directly; instead they create a narrative voice whose primary function is to tell the story. Thus, the point of view is the perspective from which the story is told: first-person, second-person or third- person. They can be divided into two main categories:

1-3-5-1 "First-person Narrator": is a narrator who is directly involved in the story. He refers to himself as "I" or "we". In the first-person narrative, the readers’ vision of the story is limited to what they the first-person narrator knows, learns or experiences; in other words, we see the events through the eyes of the character telling the story.

1-3-5-2 "Third-person Narrator": 
             In a third-person narrative, the author uses the pronouns "he", "she" and "they" to refer to the characters. Third-person narrator is outside the action; he or she tells a story in which he plays no part. He or she is an observer who has witnessed what happened. If the narrator is a character in the story, then we are reading what he or she observes as the story unfolds.
Third-person narrator can be:
 "Limited third-person": the narrator sees only what’s in front of him/her, a spectator of events as they unfold and unable to read any other character’s mind.
                        "Omniscient third-person narrator": he is all-seeing and all-knowing; he knows everything about the fictional world, he can read characters’ innermost thoughts, he is present at several places at once, he can even predict the future and how each character will behave.
The narrator should not be confused with the author, who is the writer of the story and whose opinions may not be those written into the narrative.
            1-3-5-3 "Objective/ dramatic point of view": the story does not have a narrator; it is told by no one. It presents itself through action, dialogue and setting.
            1-4 "Theme": is the central idea that directs the subject matter of a book, poem or novel. It is the views of life and insights into human experiences that the author wishes to communicate to his readers.
The subject and the theme are not the same thing. The former is the answer to what the story is about while the latter answers what the story means.
1-5  "Style":  the literary element that describes the ways that the author uses words i.e the author's word choice, sentence structure, figurative language, and sentence arrangement all work together to establish mood, images, and meaning in the text.
The literary style comprises many literary devices that an author employs to create a distinct feel for a work. These devices include, among others, point of view, symbolism, tone, imagery, diction, voice, syntax, and the method of narration.
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