Introduction 
Discourse analysis (DA) is a broad field of study that draws some of its theories and methods of analysis from disciplines such as linguistics, sociology, philosophy and psychology. More importantly, discourse analysis has provided models and methods of engaging issues that emanate from disciplines such as education, cultural studies, communication and so on. The vast nature of discourse analysis makes it impossible for us to discuss all that the reader needs to know about it in an introductory work of this nature. However, the chief aim of this chapter is to introduce the reader to some of the basic terms and concepts involved in discourse analysis. The reader is also introduced to some of the approaches to linguistic study of discourse. 
What is Discourse Analysis? 
The term ‘discourse analysis’ was first used by the sentence linguist, Zellig Harris in his 1952 article entitled ‘Discourse Analysis’. According to him, discourse analysis is a method for the analysis of connected speech or writing, for continuing descriptive linguistics beyond the limit of a simple sentence at a time (Harris 1952). Meanwhile, scholars have attested to the difficulty in coming up with a comprehensive and acceptable definition for discourse analysis. However, a way to simplify the attempt to define discourse analysis is to say that discourse analysis is ‘the analysis of discourse’. The next question, therefore, would be ‘what is discourse?’ 
Discourse can simply be seen as language in use (Brown & Yule 1983; Cook 1989). It therefore follows that discourse analysis is the analysis of language in use. By ‘language in use’, we mean the set of norms, preferences and expectations which relate language to context. Discourse analysis can also be seen as the organization of language above the sentence level. The term ‘text’ is, sometimes, used in place of ‘discourse’. The concern of discourse analysis is not restricted to the study of formal properties of language; it also takes into consideration what language is used for in social and cultural contexts. Discourse analysis, therefore, studies the relationship between language (written, spoken – conversation, institutionalized forms of talk) and the contexts in which it is used. What matters is that the text is felt to be coherent. Guy Cook (1989:6-7) describes discourse as language in use or language used to communicate something felt to be coherent which may, or may not correspond to a correct sentence or series of correct sentences. Discourse analysis, therefore, according to him, is the search for what gives discourse coherence. He posits that discourse does not have to be grammatically correct, can be anything from a grunt or simple expletive, through short conversations and scribbled notes, a novel or a lengthy legal case. What matters is not its conformity to rules, but the fact that it communicates and is recognized by its receivers as coherent. Similarly, Stubbs (1983:1) perceives discourse analysis as ‘a conglomeration of attempts to study the organization of language and therefore to study larger linguistic units, such as conversational exchanges or written text.’  Again, we affirm that what matters in the study of discourse, whether as language in use or as language beyond the clause, is that language is organized in a coherent manner such that it communicates something to its receivers. 
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Question:
· When the term “Discourse Analysis” was used for the first time? By whom?
· How many definitions of “Discourse analysis” are cited in the text? Rewrite each definition with its author.
· Read this sentence and answer the questions below: “What matters is not its conformity to rules, but the fact that it communicates and is recognized by its receivers as coherent”.
· What is the subject of the main clause?
· The determiner “its” refers to:
a- legal case
b- short conversations
c- discourse
d- anything 
· When could we say that a text (or a discourse) is coherent?
· What is meant by “its receivers” (§3) ? 
· Give synonyms of the underlined words (or phrases) in the text.  
 
 

