[bookmark: _GoBack]The list of possible uses that language may acquire is infinite, but languages themselves appear to be built in a highly ordered fashion. On the one hand, there are, for Jakobson, certain universal characteristics of all languages, e.g. their hierarchical build-up of levels of organization. On the other hand, there are basic common factors in each communicative situation of exchange of messages. Linguistics, then, as the study of the structure of messages and their underlying code, as well as language in all the variety of its functions (Jakobson 1971[1968]; 1985[1976]), must set out to study one in terms of the other, and vice versa. Indeed, it turns out that particular structures of messages, and the variety of linguistic structures more broadly, correspond well to the tasks that messages are set to fulfil in relation to the common basic factors of communicative situations (Jakobson 1981[1960]; 1985[1976]). 
Because of the hierarchical build-up of language, the child’s acquisition of language must take place in a systematic way. As the differentiation of functions is the differentiation of tasks that messages can fulfil in relation to basic constituents of a communicative situation, their development can be inferred from the appearance of different linguistic structures. 
In “The grammatical build-up of child language” (Jakobson 1985[1977]), and, in even more detail, “The fundamental and specific characteristics of human language” (Jakobson 1985) Jakobson discusses the hierarchical build-up of language in terms of development of the main lingual structures in children’s verbal development. In addition, Jakobson (1985) also hopes to compare those structures to communication in other species, as he understands it at the time of writing (the paper was originally presented in 1969). In these two papers, but also in many others, he suggested the necessity of relating the changes in functions of the communicative situation to the development of linguistic structures, or in other words, to changes in the makeup of children’s messages. The present paper sets out to collect and organize these suggestions around the task Jakobson outlined. The outcome is a systematized view of both changes in individual language functions that take place during language acquisition and changes in interrelations between them, that adoption of particular structural characteristics brings along.
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Questions: 
1- Read the following sentence and answer the questions: “but languages themselves appear to be built in a highly ordered fashion”  
· What does the word “fashion” mean?
· Give a synonym to the verbs “appear” and “turn out” (§1) 
· What is the word modified by the adverb “highly”?
2- The phrasal verb “set out” in the first paragraph mean:
a- to leave a place and begin a journey
b- to begin a job, task, etc. with a particular aim or goal
c- ​to arrange or display things
d- ​to present ideas, facts, etc. in an organized way, in speech or writing 
3- The author stated that: “The list of possible uses that language may acquire is infinite”, could you list some uses of language?
4-  What is meant by “hierarchical build-up of language” in the third paragraph? 
5- Explain this statement: “Because of the hierarchical build-up of language, the child’s acquisition of language must take place in a systematic way”? 

