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Unit 04: Tenses 

 

Introduction  

Tenses in English refer to the time of an action or event in relation to the present, past, or future. 

English has three main tenses: present, past, and future. Each of these tenses can be further divided 

into four aspects: simple, continuous (progressive), perfect, and perfect continuous (progressive). 

1. Simple Present Tense:  

 Used to describe general truths, habits, routines, or permanent situations. 

 Form: Subject + base form of the verb 

 Example: 

 She reads books every day. 

2. Present Continuous (Progressive) Tense: 

 Used to describe actions happening right now or around the present time. 

 Form: Subject + "be" (am, is, are) + present participle of the verb (ending in -ing)  

 Example:  

They are studying for their exams. 

3. Present Perfect Tense: 

 Used to describe actions or events that have a connection to the present, often 

focusing on the result of the action rather than the action itself. 

 Form: Subject + "have" (has) + past participle of the verb 

 Example:  

I have finished my homework. 

4. Present Perfect Continuous (Progressive) Tense: 



20 
 

 Used to describe an action that started in the past, continued up to the present, and 

may continue into the future. 

 Form: Subject + "have been" + present participle of the verb 

 Example: 

 They have been playing football all afternoon. 

5. Simple Past Tense: 

 Used to describe completed actions or events that occurred in the past. 

 Form: Subject + past tense of the verb 

 Example:  

She visited her grandmother last weekend. 

6. Past Continuous (Progressive) Tense: 

 Used to describe actions that were ongoing at a specific time in the past. 

 Form: Subject + "was" (singular) or "were" (plural) + present participle of the verb 

 Example: 

 I was reading a book at 7 PM yesterday. 

7. Past Perfect Tense: 

 Used to describe an action that occurred before another action in the past. 

 Form: Subject + "had" + past participle of the verb 

 Example: By the time I arrived, they had already left. 

8. Past Perfect Continuous (Progressive) Tense: 

 Used to describe an action that started in the past, continued for some time, and was 

still ongoing at a specific point in the past. 

 Form: Subject + "had been" + present participle of the verb  
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 Example:  

They had been studying for hours before the exam. 

9. Simple Future Tense: 

 Used to describe actions or events that will happen in the future. 

 Form: Subject + "will" + base form of the verb 

 Example:  

 She will finish her project by Friday. 

10. Future Continuous (Progressive) Tense: 

 Used to describe actions or events that will be ongoing at a specific time in the 

future. 

 Form: Subject + "will be" + present participle of the verb 

 Example:  

I will be traveling to Paris next week. 

11. Future Perfect Tense: 

 Used to describe an action that will be completed before a specific point in the 

future. 

 Form: Subject + "will have" + past participle of the verb 

 Example: 

 By the time you arrive, I will have cleaned the house. 

12. Future Perfect Continuous (Progressive) Tense: 

 Used to describe an action that will start in the future, continue for some time, and 

be ongoing at a specific point in the future. 

 Form: Subject + "will have been" + present participle of the verb 
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 Example: 

 By the end of the month, she will have been working here for five years. 

Understanding and correctly using these tenses is essential for effective communication in English. 

Practice and exposure to various contexts will help in mastering the usage of tenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


