
Unit 01: Types of Sentences 

 

In technical fields like automation, it's important to be precise when communicating. Whether 

you are describing how a system works, asking for input on a project, giving commands to a 

machine, or expressing surprise at a system malfunction, different types of sentences play a 

key role. In this unit, we'll explore the four main types of sentences : Declarative, 

Interrogative, Imperative, and Exclamatory using examples relevant to automation. 

1. Declarative Sentences  (Sentences that state information) 

Definition : A declarative sentence provides information, states facts, or expresses opinions. 

These sentences are common in technical documents, manuals, and reports. 

Structure : Subject + Verb + Object (optional) 

Punctuation  : Ends with a period (.) 

Examples in Automation: 

1. Fact : The PLC controls the robotic arm in the assembly line. 

2. Descriptionn : Sensors detect the position of the conveyor belt. 

3. Observation : The feedback loop ensures that the motor maintains a constant speed. 

4. Process : The PID controller adjusts the valve position based on temperature changes. 

Declarative sentences in automation are often used to describe how systems work, 

explain processes, or present data. 

 

2. Interrogative Sentences  (Sentences that ask questions) 

Definition: An interrogative sentence is used to ask a question, usually to request information 

or clarification. In automation, questions often arise when troubleshooting or discussing 

system specifications. 

Structure: 

  - Yes/No Questions: Auxiliary Verb + Subject + Verb + Object (optional) 

  - Wh-Questions: Wh-word + Auxiliary Verb + Subject + Verb + Object (optional) 

Punctuation: Ends with a question mark (?) 

Examples in Automation: 

1.Yes/No Question: Is the actuator functioning properly? 

2. Wh-Question: Why is the sensor not detecting the object on the conveyor? 

3. Clarification: What is the maximum load capacity of this robotic arm? 

4. Diagnosis: Have you tested the motor control circuit for any faults? 

Interrogative sentences are crucial in technical discussions for clarifying details, 

troubleshooting, or confirming information. 



3. Imperative Sentences (Sentences that give commands or requests) 

Definition : An imperative sentence issues a command, gives instructions, or makes a request. 

In automation, imperative sentences are frequently used in manuals, programming commands, 

or maintenance instructions. 

Structure: (You) + Verb + Object (optional) 

Punctuation: Ends with a period (.) or sometimes an exclamation mark (!) for strong 

commands. 

Examples in Automation: 

1. Instruction: Reset the PLC before starting the production cycle. 

2. Command: Activate the emergency stop button in case of a system failure. 

3. Request: Check the wiring connections on the control panel. 

4. Advice: Calibrate the sensors to ensure accurate measurements. 

Strong Command: Stop the system immediately if there is an overload! 

Imperative sentences are commonly used in automation for giving clear, direct 

instructions during setup, maintenance, or operations. 

4. Exclamatory Sentences (Sentences that express strong emotions) 

Definition: An exclamatory sentence expresses strong emotions, such as surprise, excitement, 

or frustration. These sentences are less common in technical writing but may be used in 

informal communication to highlight an unexpected event or system performance. 

Structure: It can be based on any sentence type (declarative, interrogative, or imperative) but 

with strong emotional emphasis. 

Punctuation: Ends with an exclamation mark (!) 

Examples in Automation: 

1. Surprise: The robot completed the entire task in just 5 seconds! 

2. Excitement: What a precise cut the CNC machine made! 

3. Frustration: The system crashed again during testing! 

4. Amazement: This new PLC model is incredibly fast! 

While exclamatory sentences are used to convey strong emotions, they are typically 

found in informal communication among engineers or technicians during a project 

discussion. 

 

Comparison of the Four Sentence Types in Automation 

Let’s compare how the same idea can be expressed using each of the four sentence types in 

the context of automation: 

 



- Declarative: The motor is running at full speed. 

- Interrogative: Is the motor running at full speed? 

- Imperative: Increase the motor speed to 1000 RPM. 

- Exclamatory: What an efficient motor this is! 

 

Tips for Using Different Sentence Types in Automation 

 

1. Declarative Sentences: These are essential for explaining technical processes, describing 

system operations, and documenting procedures. 

2. Interrogative Sentences: Useful for troubleshooting, obtaining additional information, and 

clarifying system specifications. 

3. Imperative Sentences: Common in operation manuals, technical commands, and when 

issuing step-by-step instructions. 

4. Exclamatory Sentences: Use these sparingly in formal reports but effectively in 

discussions to express enthusiasm or frustration about system performance. 

Conclusion 

Understanding and using these four types of sentences appropriately can greatly enhance 

communication in the field of automation. Whether you are writing a technical report, giving 

instructions, or asking questions in a meeting, each sentence type serves a specific purpose 

and helps convey the right message. 


