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1-General introduction to the study of the
history of political thought:

before addressing the nature of political thought and its development in ancient
civilizations and the Middle Ages, it is important to emphasize the significance and
characteristics of the study of the history of political thought, as follows:

1- The importance of political thought in highlighting different opinions and
perceptions related to political phenomena and events concerning governance
and society, and how it developed throughout ancient civilisations and the Middle
Ages.

2- Assisting political thought in drawing the most important conclusions that
distinguish civilisations and societies across different periods and places, due to
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the complexity of political and social phenomena and issues and the multiplicity
of their areas of organisation from one stage to another.

The role of political thought in highlighting the importance of historical criticism
in understanding the topics addressed by thinkers and philosophers in the field of
governance and politics and the nature of the economic, social and political
conditions associated with them.
The role of political thought in highlighting the intellectual, philosophical and
scientific foundations of various political ideas and knowledge, and the extent of
their influence on the relationship between the ruler and the ruled throughout
different historical periods.

The importance of political thought in highlighting the relationship between a set
of concepts such as political thought, political doctrine, political theory, political
philosophy, and political and social organisation.

The importance of political thought in understanding political trends related to
political life, rules of governance, forms of government, individual rights and
freedoms , religion, ethics, politics, philosophy, and political history

The importance of political thought in studying the development of forms of
political and social organisation and how they are managed from stage
. The importance of political thought in highlighting the relationship between
political thought and ideas in economics, humanities and social sciences, and the
nature of opinions and discussions related to political phenomena and the
writings of philosophers and political thinkers such as Socrates, Plato, Aristotle,
Niccolo Machiavelli, Al-Farabi and others

The importance of political thought in developing various theoretical and
practical concepts and practices related to political economy, international
relations and diplomacy, such as alliances, treaties, the exchange of ambassadors,
taxation, the granting of loans, feudalism, irrigation, agriculture, industry and
international trade

The importance of political thought in highlighting how the state came into
being and how the sources of its political power developed, by focusing on the
importance of the relationship between the state and society, and between society
and the individual

The importance of political thought in highlighting the contributions of thinkers
and philosophers to the development of political thought across ancient
civilisations and the Middle Ages, by tracing the development of intellectual and
philosophical movements linked to the relationship between philosophy, religion,
law, politics, contracts and history

The importance of political thought in highlighting the relationship between
politics, science, political philosophy, and political science.

The importance of political thought in highlighting the role of law, customs, and
traditions in the development of political thought, given the importance of the
interaction between human civilizations and joint human
The importance of studying political thought in highlighting the impact of the
division of labour, feudalism, social classes and the property system on the



development of political knowledge, due to its importance in explaining issues of
power, freedom, equality, social justice and the distribution of wealth within
society.

15- The importance of political thought in highlighting the relationship between
religious and temporal authority in the Middle Ages and the role of Renaissance
thinkers and the religious reform movement in the development of political
thought.

16- The importance of Islamic political thought and the thinkers associated with it,
such as Al-Farabi, Ibn Khaldun, and Al-Mawardi

2- Political thought in ancient civilisations:

It can be noted at the outset that the existence of civilisation is linked to the existence of
thought, and that the existence of human society requires the existence of authority and
organisation to regulate its affairs. The interpretation of political and social phenomena
associated with human society throughout history has been influenced by various
religious, philosophical, metaphysical and mythological conceptions, such as political

> Political thought of ancient Eastern
civilizations

In this section, we will discuss some of the distinctive features of political thought in
ancient Eastern civilisations. Despite attempts to downplay the importance of
political thought in these civilisations in comparison to Greek philosophy, as follows:

e Babylonian civilisation:

Greek civilisation came after Mesopotamian civilisation by about 300,000 years, and the
Greeks called it Mésopotamie. Mésopotamie means ‘between rivers,” referring to the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Major civilisations emerged there, including the first cities
in history, such as Sumer, Babylon, Assyria, and Chaldea.

It was also distinguished by the invention of writing (around 3300 BC), the construction
of temples, the connection to religion and gods, the imposition of taxes, the construction
of roads and irrigation canals, the establishment of councils, the formation of alliances,
the sending of ambassadors, and the enactment of laws

especially during the reign of King Hammurabi (1720 BC-1670 BC), who managed to
achieve stability and political unity among the states and spread justice, security, and



prosperity by focusing on irrigation, agriculture, industry, trade, temple construction,
and enacting legislation and laws to protect property, regulate trade relations, and
impose punishment.

)In general, political and social organisation at this stage was characterised by the
presence of divine kings and their assistants, including ministers, advisers, regional
governors and priests, in addition to the army, slaves and free men.

The concept of the nation-state and its economic, political, and social roles was linked to
the gods in order to organise the executive power and the army, select members,
maintain security, establish justice, manage agriculture and production, and ward off
dangers, considering that the state belonged to the gods, the king was the agent of the
gods, and humans were created to serve the gods.

. haraonic civilisation:

The ancient Egyptian state went through a series of stages (the Old Kingdom, the
Middle Kingdom and the New Kingdom) after its unification under King Narmer in
3200 BC. Its political and social organisation was characterised by a number of features,
including:

» The nature of political power:

The king (god or son of god) exercised absolute power with the help of senior officials,
including ministers, priests, soldiers, and provincial governors, to strengthen central
authority and achieve the goals of defending the state, ensuring security and prosperity,
upholding justice, and imposing taxes.

Although the concept of the state in ancient Egypt varied and was influenced by the
power of the kings themselves from one period to another, the development of monarchy
was linked to the various political, social and security conditions that characterised the
exercise of power at each stage of its development.

The administration of state or kingdom affairs was also influenced by the idea of divine
sanctity, which glorified the king and organised the areas of governance and
administration on the basis of absolute rule and sacred divine monarchy, despite the
diversity of the ruling families, for many reasons, the most important of which are as
follows:

e The emergence of stable, independent political entities that were
administratively, commercially, economically and politically organised and



scientifically advanced, particularly in the fields of astronomy, engineering,
medicine, cartography and mathematics.

e Political power was based on the government or the religious class, which gave
an important status to the pharaohs (gods), priests, temples (science, education,
supervision, intellectuals, sages, and judges), and the polytheistic system (for
clans, crops, grains, land, irrigation, etc.). The role of ministers (the highest
officials) in carrying the king's seal, the multiplicity of their titles, and the
expansion of the number of public offices.

> The nature of social organisation:

Social organisation in Pharaonic Egyptian civilisation was characterised by a class
system that divided society into two main classes:

the sacred ruling class, represented by the pharaoh and the priests, which included
clergymen, rulers and the pharaoh's entourage, and which supported his sovereignty,
spread his authority, achieved religious unity and political stability;

and the general populace (non-sacred) class, which included peasants, merchants,
manufacturers, craftsmen, and soldiers, in addition to the new class that emerged
during the modern monarchy of military leaders, who enjoyed privileges including land
ownership and interference in the affairs of government, the state, and society.

In general, the ancient Egyptians recognised the system of slavery and developed
agriculture, trade and industry. They were also interested in supernatural forces,
religious rituals and offerings, and they interacted with other peoples and recognised the
legitimacy of slavery

e Indian civilisation:

Indian thought has been intertwined with religion, rituals, superstition and the
supernatural, despite the richness of Indian political thought and its treatment of a large
number of political phenomena and their development. Indian political thought is
characterised by a number of features, including:

Political authority is based on the idea of a contract between the ruler and the ruled
for obedience in exchange for taxes and protection and the possibility of resistance in the
event of non-fulfilment of obligations.

although authority in Brahmanical thought is tyrannical and sacred and the agreement
on the state of nature before the emergence of political authority reinforced a number
of opinions and perceptions about issues of morality and religion, prosperity,



knowledge and politics, as governance was subject to the authority of the king and the
role of priests and military leaders and senior officials,

in addition to the council system of decision-making (Senate and People's Council),
where councils played a role in granting the people freedom of expression, discussion
and opinion, and the Brahmin class had an important position in society that extended
to various fundamental issues, such as the judiciary, science, administration, religious
and legal advice, and governance.

[] The Manu Law, written in 1200 BC, is considered one of the oldest Hindu
religious laws, addressing various issues related to governance, administration, religion
and public responsibilities, linking the tasks of the ruler to a set of duties (humility,
kindness, welfare, punishment, authority, etc.). to achieve security and justice, prevent
chaos, protect the weak and property, and maintain public order. The function of
retribution or punishment is not only important in stabilising the system, helping rulers
perform their duties, enforcing obligations and eliminating social injustice, but also in
achieving submission to customs, traditions and religion. Religion and the division of
society into four distinct classes are as follows:

- The Brahmin class: This class consists of clergymen who are concerned with
science, thought and religion and enjoy wealth, prestige, power and sanctity. They are
exempt from taxes and penalties.

- The Kshatriya class: This class represents the warrior class who defend the
state from external attacks and ensure security and stability in society.

- The Vaishya class: This class is involved in agriculture, industry, and trade,
and does not enjoy political freedom or social authority.

- The Shudra class: This class represents the lowest class in society, consisting of

slaves, servants, and labourers, who have no right to participate in politics or
governance

Buddhism, which emerged in the 6th century BC under Siddhartha, is considered a
revolutionary religion (which rebelled against Brahmanism) that advocated equality
between citizens in rituals and worship, between the poor and the rich. and granted
them the right to participate in religious life. It fought against class privileges and
privileges, but was unable to contribute to the development of political thought due to its
focus on issues of religion, education, asceticism, science and ethics, far removed from
matters of governance and politics. which, according to some, makes it a religion of
submission and surrender characterised by a moral and behavioural nature, unlike
Manichaeism, which recognises the class system and calls for obedience to absolute
authority in order to achieve the interests of the state.

e Chinese civilisation:




Ancient Chinese thought focuses heavily on what is humane and practical, with an
emphasis on issues of freedom, economics, social organisation, the promotion of positive
behaviour and morality, and reliance on reason rather than religion in analysing public
issues, in contrast to the political thought of India, Pharaonic Egypt and Mesopotamia.
Perhaps its most important characteristics are as follows:

* A focus on the concepts of secularism, self-sufficiency, and cultural unity, along with
practical, non-abstract measures to achieve the goals of the system and security and to
confront  the repercussions of chaos, turmoil, and decay that Chinese society
experienced during the feudal era.

* Society was divided into classes: nobles, officials, peasants and commoners. At the head
of the empire was the king or emperor, alongside senior officials such as ministers,
judges and priests, as well as the army and regional and provincial leaders. Chinese
emperors were known for their wisdom and sought to achieve the common good.

* Confucianism was linked to Chinese customs and traditions, and Confucius was
influenced by the prevailing political situation and the division of the empire into small
states, where he believed that the strength of the state was linked to:

v' The satisfaction and recognition of the people towards those in political power,
because the ruler needs to consolidate his power through three factors: the
economy, the army, and the trust of the people.

v’ Glorification of the economic system and strengthening of feudalism, because it
is important in achieving social, economic, and political development.

v' The establishment of a social class structure that protects property, recognises
inherited traditions and rituals, and values the individual, the family and
society.

v/ Attention to education, virtue, the common good and the distribution of
wealth, as well as linking governance to virtue and persuasion rather than
threats and punishments. Although his ideas are idealistic and seek to achieve
an ideal society and government, he was influenced by political and social
unrest, feudal wars, and aristocratic, political, and general class contradictions.

» Mancius is considered one of Confucius’ most famous disciples who were influenced by
his ideas and developed them further. They advocated the idea of popular sovereignty
and equality, where he was keen to defend the interests of the people as the source of
authority and sovereignty, who have the right to a decent life and to establish a
constitution and regulate property and taxes, as the duties of states lie in the welfare of
the people. while society is divided into two classes: the educated and conscious, who
have the right to rule, and the labourers and the general population, who perform
productive tasks and enjoy special rights. This is despite criticism of his ideas regarding
his attempts to appease the aristocracy and those in power and his departure from
liberal thought.



. Chinese political and social thought was influenced by Taoist philosophy, which
disregards the existence of the state and calls for isolation from society, politics, and
legal and contractual trends that call for the centrality of obedience to the law in
organising the relationship between the ruler and the ruled and in organising social and
commercial affairs. despite criticism of its glorification of individual freedom and
absolute obedience to the ruler due to its failure to distinguish between the public
interest and private interests, such as Confucius, who opposed the law and called for the
state to be run without it.

3- Greek political thought:

» The general system of the city-state:

Greek political thought was characterized by the existence of a set of bodies that
organized the relationship between the ruler and the ruled, as it was linked to what is
realistic, contemplative and rational, and it relied on observation and perception or
political, social and economic planning and organization, in order to achieve the goals of
political stability, the public interest, justice and good order

Greek thought differed from that of ancient Eastern civilizations in many ways,
particularly in its rejection of absolute power and the deification of Kkings, and its
encouragement of democratic practices based on freedom, majority rule, and the values
of discussion, expression of opinion, criticism, suggestion, and free and deliberative
decision-making.

This was due to the unique circumstances of their internal and external conditions.
Perhaps its most important characteristics include the following:

e Fear of neighboring states

e Desire to support the free class

e Nature of the rulers

e Geographical isolation

e Constant fear of external aggression

e Self-sufficiency

e Rivalry for leadership between Sparta and Athens

e Class structure and class conflict

e The role of political factors such as direct democracy and objective discussion of
public issues

e The role of weaknesses and shortcomings in the speed of decision-making

e Prioritizing wealth accumulation over the public good

e City-state models:




> The city-state:
» From a social perspective:

It was distinguished by the talent and intelligence of its inhabitants and the diversity of
their artistic and philosophical knowledge. This enabled it to achieve a degree of
harmony among its social classes, thanks to its ability to create opportunities in public
life—social, economic, and political—through opinion, discussion, and action,

especially during the reign of Pericles, despite wars and external aggressions (the
Peloponnese and its fall to the Romans).This led them to strive to establish a small state,
geographically and demographically, surrounded by mountains and the sea to facilitate
its defense against enemies

Generally, they divided society into three distinct classes, differing from one another
legally and politically:

v' The class of free citizens: They had the right to political participation and they
inherited the status of citizenship from their children. Most of them lived a
simple life and worked in agriculture, industry and trade. Their tasks were
related to matters of governance and supervision of the management of the city,
sharing positions and responsibilities and exercising various political rights in
line with their capabilities and abilities in the areas of decision-making and
leadership...

v' The class of resident foreigners (METICS): those who reside in the country for
the purpose of engaging in foreign trade activities. They are free but are not
entitled to exercise political rights, despite their demographic, economic, and
commercial importance.

v' The class of slaves: those who were deprived of exercising political rights, and
their role was limited to serving the classes of free people and resident foreigners.

» From a political standpoint:

The political system in Athens consisted of a group of legislative, executive, and judicial
bodies, characterized by several functions, including:

» The General Assembly (assembly/ecclesia):

Its functions are linked to the nature of the city-state's political organization, which is
based on direct democracy. This includes attending public meetings, electing leaders,
and exercising democratic power through a free general assembly composed of all free
male citizens aged 20 and over. The assembly meets regularly 10 times a year and
exceptionally when necessary. It convenes at the invitation of the Executive Council,
whose members are elected by the assembly to implement decisions. This council is
composed of members from various tribes. Generally, the General Assembly is



considered an important instrument for studying public issues and nominating
candidates for positions open to citizens through election and lot, with the exception of
the ten leadership positions, as representation.. The bodies are formed through elections,
establishing decentralized self-governance, and assuming positions through elections
and voting.

» The Leqgislative Council:

It is an executive authority elected by the General Assembly, consisting of 500 members
from the ten tribes. Among its most important tasks are:

e Monitoring events and decisions

e Preparing the agenda

e Representing the executive authority and overseeing and managing its work on a
rotating basis

e Electing the head of the Committee of Fifty by a one-day vote

e Providing citizens with suggestions

e Fulfilling the function of political liaison with foreign embassies

e Monitoring judges

e Imposing sanctions against individuals

e Supervising financial matters

e Imposing taxes and managing property

e Submitting proposals to the General Assembly regarding important matters
related to legislation, peace treaties, and declarations of war

e Exercising popular and judicial oversight of judges and the law

e Advising in civil and criminal cases.

» The Committee of Ten Leaders:

Elected directly by the General Assembly, it exercises a dual military and political
function. It enjoys a prestigious position and sensitive responsibilities, such as overseeing
defense matters and protecting the city-state from external threats, among others.

» The Courts:

As we have seen, the courts represent the people's oversight of the performance of
judges and the law, adjudicating civil and criminal cases, monitoring officials and the
integrity of laws, reviewing public financial matters, auditing financial accounts, trying
individuals, and examining complaints. Its members are elected according to criteria




such as: being jurors, having one year of service, and being at least 30 years old. Its
rulings are final.

» The State of Sparta:

Its system was a rigid, aristocratic military one, emphasizing courage and military
training to ensure readiness for war and the attainment of leadership. It differed from
Athens in its conservative nature, aristocratic tendencies, and ability to achieve political
stability due to its unique political and social organization. Its council was linked to the
power of the senators, who played a significant role in political and social life, as they
were elected for life and could not be monitored or held accountable by the assembly of
citizens.

» Socrates / Socrate

A Greek philosopher born in 470 BC and died in 339 BC, he confronted the Sophists
and was influenced by the moral and political decline that characterized political
practice in Athens. He left no written works, although his ideas were disseminated
through his students, most notably Plato. He was sentenced to death for denying the
gods and corrupting the youth. He was also known for his satire of the doctrines and
ideas prevalent in his time, and for his disagreement with the Sophists, who attacked law
and religion and advocated for natural law. He is considered a pioneer of dialectical and
critical thought, and an advocate for the individual and their rights. For him, the
individual is the measure of all things and the primary focus of the state. Justice, he
believed, can only be achieved through social interaction and the practical application of
justice and its tangible, material concepts. Plato is considered one of his most famous
students, who was influenced by his death and transmitted his ideas and philosophy.

» Plato /Platon

Born in 427 BC into a distinguished Athenian family, he died in 347 BC. Among his
most famous works are *The Republic* and *The Laws*. He criticized democracy,
considering it one of the worst systems (rule by the rabble). He represents the utopian
idealist trend, which attempts to embody the idea of the ideal city as an alternative to the
existing social and political system. He likens the state to the human being and the
human soul, because for him, the state is a social and political authority and a collective
unit whose primary goal is to achieve a balance between the needs of the individual and
the needs of the group through cooperation, organization, the division of roles and
responsibilities, and the achievement of justice and equality. He divides the social
structure into three classes: a class representing essential needs, personal desires, and
production, corresponding to the appetitive faculty in the human soul and characterized
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by temperance and moderation; a class representing the needs of defense, characterized
by courage and corresponding to the spirited faculty in the human soul; and a class
representing the need for leadership and administrative oversight, corresponding to the
rational faculty in the human soul and characterized by wisdom and virtue.

On this basis, the processes of enacting laws and spreading justice, happiness, truth,
virtue, wisdom, and decisiveness are linked to rulers and leaders. The state rests on a set
of pillars, including guardians of the constitution, a senate, education, the military, the
judiciary, merchants, and craftsmen. Furthermore, Plato emphasized education,
stability, and competence for engaging in public service—military, administrative, and
political—as well as the communal ownership of children and women, the establishment
of the family system for the children of the common people, and the monitoring of birth
control and population growth.

Generally, Plato has been criticized for his unrealistic and unnatural approach, leading
him to retract some of his ideas in his book *The Laws*, such as the communal
ownership of children and women, the formation of the family, and restrictions on
marriage. He also divided governments into:

e Absolute individual rule

e Constitutional absolute rule

e Oligarchic system

e Democratic rule

e Anarchic rule

e Tyrannical rule
He also divided people into three classes:

v' The class of philosopher-rulers (the rational) who are engaged in governance and
politics

v The class of warrior soldiers (the brave who are engaged in war and fighting

v The class of producers (the appetitive) who are engaged in agriculture, industry,
and crafts.

> Aristotle /Aristote

Philosophe et polymathe grec . Lived between 384 BC and 322 BC, he is considered
one of Plato's most famous students, despite not being an Athenian or a nobleman. His
most important work is Politics. He differed with Plato on the issue of equality between
men and women and their participation in public office, arguing that their role was to
bear and raise children. He also considered reforming the family essential for reforming
society. He believed that humans are social and political animals, and the family is the
foundation of society. The state is composed of families and villages. Society needs law,
and the individual needs the state. The state's function is to achieve happiness, security,
stability, and education, as its role differs from that of the government.




For him, there are two types of governments:

e good, consisting of monarchy, aristocracy, and republic;

e corrupt, consisting of tyranny, despotism (which is not subject to law), and
oligarchy, which monopolizes wealth and power at the expense of the public
interest.

Mixed government is considered one of the best forms of government because it
encompasses a broader spectrum of power, including both the poor and the rich, to
achieve a just balance. For him, authority must be derived from the law, and the
establishment of the ideal city is linked to a set of conditions such as:

- fertile land,

- protection from enemies,

- asmall geographical area,

- asmall population,

- and the execution of the corrupt and the deformed.

Social structure is also linked to diverse activities, such as those of :

- farmers,

- manufacturers,
- merchants,

- artisans,

- warriors,

- free citizens,

- the wealthy,

- clergymen.

- rulers.

The differences between Plato and Aristotle lie in several issues, such as:

The purpose of the state,

How to achieve justice,

The necessity of limiting the ruler's power through law or a constitution,
issues of property, family, and marriage

4-Roman political thought

The Romans were concerned with social relations and law, unlike the ancient
philosophers who focused on major philosophical topics such as ethics, dialectics, logic,
contemplation, and the ideal state that achieves virtue and happiness.

Roman political thought was influenced by a number of factors, including:

- The nature of Roman civilization, which achieved a series of victories and was divided
into the Western Roman Empire and the Eastern Roman Empire.



- The nature of the Roman political system, which varied in form between monarchy,
republic, autocracy, and empire.

- The nature of the social structure, which divided society into free citizens and slaves,
nobles and commoners, priests and soldiers.

- The nature of the political organization, which consisted of tribal chieftains and the
people, in addition to the roles of consul and emperor.

- The phenomenon of dual power, divided into temporal power led by the emperor and
religious power led by the Church.

The spread of Greek philosophical ideas through the Cynic, Epicurean, and Stoic
schools.

- The weakness of Roman political thought due to class conflict, heterogeneity,
arrogance, and a focus on warfare(stoicism).

Political Philosophy in the Roman Era:

» Seneca:

Lucius Annaeus Seneca Born in 2 BC and died in 66 AD, he contributed to the
development of Roman political thought despite his pessimism. His ideas were linked to
the reality he lived in, and he favored autocratic rule for its importance in achieving
security and stability. This stemmed from his dissatisfaction with the prevailing political
situation, characterized by conflict between temporal and religious authority, the
increasing influence of the Church, selfishness, despotism, and competition for private
property and personal gain.

» Cicéron /Cicero

Marcus Tullius_Cicero a lawyer and a consul, born in 106 BC and died in 43 BC, he
was influenced by Greek thought, particularly Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoic school. His
most important works include *The Laws* and *The Political*. His ideas centered on
the state, law, and political system. He was influenced by the philosopher Polybius
regarding the concept of the mixed system and the cycle of historical systems. He
admired the Roman political system and considered it the best. The historical trajectory
of systems, according to Cicero, begins with the transformation of:

e The monarchy transformed into an autocracy.
e The autocracy transformed into an aristocracy.



e The aristocracy transformed into an oligarchy.
e The oligarchy transformed into a democracy.
e The Democracy transformed into anarchy.

Generally, the importance of his ideas lies in the connection between the mixed system
and natural law, his focus on human rights, the concept of the state, the common good,
just law, and the people as the source of authority. For him, the state is composed of
villages and families, and political systems consist of forms of monarchy, aristocracy,
and democracy. The best system, he believed, is the mixed system because it combines
the advantages of all these systems.

5- Political thought in the medieval period:
> Its characteristics:

- The emergence of thinkers such as Saint Augustine and Thomas Aquinas, who focused
on issues such as: the origins of the state, individual rights, social justice, the
relationship between religious and temporal authority, and natural and divine law.

- The connection of Christianity to political concepts due to the influence of the Church
and Christian clergy on political and social life.

- The emergence of two competing political powers: religious authority led by the
Church and temporal authority led by the Emperor.

- The Church’'s pursuit of independence and power-sharing with the Emperor, leading
to the struggle for power.

- The influence of Greek and Roman political philosophy on Christian political thought,
as well as the values and principles of the Christian religion.

- The connection of Christian political thought to attempts at coexistence among three
powers: the Emperor, feudalism, and the Church.

- The focus of Christian political thought on philosophical and religious issues such as
natural law, the state, slavery, private property, and feudalism.

» Saint Augustine:

Born in 354 AD and died in 430 AD, he lived during the early stages of the Roman
Empire and contributed to the development of Christian political thought. In his book,
*The City of God*, he defended Christianity and the issue of the duality of religious and
temporal authority.

He emphasized that the heavenly city differs from the earthly city, which is
characterized by transience, evil, and chaos, unlike the heavenly city, which is
permanent and good. The establishment of earthly authority is linked to the king's



desire, while the achievement of justice, happiness, and security is linked to the heavenly
city, even though power there is a shared, independent authority between the emperor
and the Church.

» Saint Thomas Aguinas/ Aquin

Born in 1224 AD and died in 1274 AD, he was influenced by Greek political thought and
the ideas of Cicero and Saint Augustine. He wrote many books and was interested in
Roman ideas related to the people, law, and the common good.

He was also interested in the origin of the state and its role in achieving justice, and he
considered the source of authority to be derived from the people and from the concept of
popular legal sovereignty. The relationship between natural and divine law necessitates
the existence of positive laws and loyalty to the ruler.

He emphasized the idea of the duality of power and obedience to the ruler, although he
preferred the rule of a just individual accepted by the people over the aristocratic
system. He considered democracy to be the worst system, as the best system is one that
combines the advantages of monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy, prevents tyranny,
and guarantees the rights of freedom, equality, stability, and private property to achieve
the internal and external functions of the state

Islamic Political Thought

It should first be noted that pre-Islamic Arab society did not have institutional political authority in the
modern sense of the term, and that the selection of tribal leaders was not linked to specific abilities and
qualifications, despite the importance of the tribal system of government in resolving disputes, declaring
war and peace, reconciling opinions, and making and implementing decisions collectively.

In general, the establishment of political authority in Islamic political thought is linked to human and
social necessities, in order to achieve order, protect rights, and perform religious duties and their
legitimate objectives in terms of justice,enjoining good and forbidding evil,hisbah, etc.

Thatis, Islam is a religious doctrine and a way of life (religion and state) that does not separate religion from
the state and is not based on the principle of separation of powers, and that the Qur'an is considered the
primary source of legislation alongside the Sunnah , consensus and analogy. The system of government is
based on the principles of shura (consultation), justice and good judgement, either directly or through the
people of authority and contract, and in accordance with certain conditions.

The Islamic state was established during the reign of the Prophet (PBUH), who was the legislator, executor
and judge. In addition to his religious authority, he led the army, resolved disputes and organised the affairs
of Muslims in accordance with the teachings and principles of Islamic law.

It expanded during the reign of the Rightly Guided Caliphs Abu Bakr al-Siddiq (632-634) and Umar ibn al-
Khattab (634-644), Uthman ibn Affan (644-656) and Ali ibn Abi Talib (656-661). It achieved great victories
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over the Persians and Romans, as its authority was linked to the pledge of allegiance and the choice given to
the nation to choose who would rule it.

Unlike the Umayyad (661-750 AD) and Abbasid (750-1258 AD) dynasties, which were influenced by other
civilisations and characterised by monarchy, hereditary succession and despotism, despite the great
achievements accomplished during this period in terms of conquests and science in North Africa, Andalusia
and the Levant, where the Umayyad reign was characterised by the principle of heredity and absolute
power, and where the nature of political power during the Abbasid Caliphate varied according to the
different stages it went through, in:

- The first period (132-232), during which the Caliphate was established.

- The second period (232-590), during which it was lost due to the rule of the Mamluks (232-334), the
Banu Buwayhids (334-447) and the Seljuks (447-590).

- The third period (590-656), which led to its downfall.

Perhaps the most important principles and values on which Islamic political thought is based are the
following:

1- The principle of equality and non-discrimination .

2- The principle of freedom and individual responsibility .. For example: freedom of thought and
action, freedom of will and choice, and responsibility.

3- The principle of justice.

4- . The principle of enjoining good and forbidding evil .

5- The principle of shura (consultation) .

6- The principle of obedience: there is no absolute sacred authority.

7- The principle of bay'ah or choice: a contract between the ummah ( the Nation) and the
imam Among its conditions are knowledge, reason, justice, sincerity, honesty, wisdom, and
physical and mental health.....

8- Authority: The manner in which authority is exercised is subject to interpretation, and has
been referred to as caliphate, imamate, emirate, wilayat, and kingship. It is also linked to a set of
rights and duties such as: establishing security and justice, enjoining good and forbidding evil,
and honesty.....

9- Relations between the powers: There is no separation between the legislative, executive and
judicial powers. The executive power exercises executive functions. The legislative power is bound
by the fundamental sources of legislation which grant the judicial power its independence in the
exercise of its functions, although the appointment and dismissal of judges is the responsibility of
the executive power....

10- Sources of Islamic law: the Qur'an, the Sunnah, consensus, analogy...., etc.

11- Religious and philosophical trends: the link between Islamic thought and a number of religious
sects, such as the Shiites, the Khawarij and the Mu'tazilites. Many Muslim philosophers were also
influenced by Greek philosophy due to the spread of translations and transcriptions of Greek
books. Among the most famous of these philosophers and thinkers are Al-Farabi, Al-Mawardi,
Ibn Sina, Abu Hamid Al-Ghazali and Ibn Khaldoun.

» Al-Mawardi (974-1060):

Abu al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Habib al-Basri al-Baghdadi lived in Basra and Baghdad. He studied
law and worked in education, diplomacy (as an ambassador and advisor) and the judiciary (as a judge
and chief justice), earning him the nickname “the greatest of judges”.



He also rubbed shoulders with the Buyids, who weakened the Abbasid Caliphate and seized power during
a period marked by chaos, unrest, internal and external plots, rebellion and Turkish influence. He wrote
numerous religious, linguistic, political and social works, including: Altafsir (Interpretation), Alignaa
(persuasion), signs of prophecy, sovereign judgements, ministerial laws, royal policy, ministerial
literature, ministerial literature, signs of prophecy, advice to kings... And other books that reflect not only
the golden age that this period enjoyed in the fields of science, literature and writing, but also the
importance of the books written by Al-Mawardi, particularly his book Sovereign Judgements, which is
considered one of the most important sources relied upon by many thinkers after him, including lbn
Khaldoun.

In general, Mawardi's ideas in the political and social sphere are significant and varied. Like other
philosophers and thinkers, he linked human nature to the social and political instinct that makes it
dependent on the group to satisfy its various needs,

due to the importance of cooperation and synergy between individuals in the organisation of society's
affairs and the creation of the state as a political and social organisation based, according to him, on six
rules or pillars: a followed religion, a sovereign power (the Caliph Imam), universal justice, public
security, permanent fertility and unlimited hope.

For him, the role of imam must be associated with the succession of prophecy in protecting religion and
world politics in order to protect religion from superstitions and manage public affairs. His contract
must be accompanied by conditions of consensus, choice and consultation with competent persons.

Al-Mawardi divided the emirate into a leader or imam, ministers, governors, regional princes, the
army and judges (Hesba and Mazalim), where the role of the imam is linked to a set of conditions and
tasks. He can be removed from office if he is unjust and fails to fulfil his duties towards the nation, as his
authority derives from the nation, which is the source of his power .

The imam is chosen by the people of authority and contract or by the imam who precedes him, and there
can only be one imam. Among the most important conditions and duties of the Imam are the following:

\

Presidency of the army.

Appointment of assistants to the minister responsible for war and taxes.
Quraysh lineage to fight against the Persians and Turks.
Justice.

Science.

Opinion.
Wisdom.

Integrity of the senses.
Courage.

Preservation of religion.

Execution of judgements.

Establishment of borders.
Jihad.

Inspection of the living conditions of subjects.

Collection of taxes.
Alms, estimation of donations.
Trust in the faithful.

Imitation of advisers.

The delegated ministry: it represents the general authority and is delegated by the Imam to
the delegated minister to carry out his duties according to his opinion and judgement, with the
exception of the dismissal of the Imam and the dismissal of those he has appointed provided that
the minister fulfils all the conditions required to be an imam, with the exception of the condition
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of filiation and the conditions of knowledge of warfare and experience in public finances and
military and economic capabilities

2- Ministry of Enforcement: this position is not considered a function, as the Minister of
Enforcement is merely an intermediary between the Imam’s subjects and his governors. His
appointment is subject to strict conditions, such as experience, honesty, sincerity, virility and
intelligence.

The Minister of Enforcement ceases to perform his duties at the end of the mission entrusted to him and
cannot act freely in decision-making, unlike the Deputy Minister, who enjoys absolute power and has
deputies. If the Minister of Enforcement is dismissed from office, all his deputies are also dismissed, as he
enjoys significant powers.

As for governors, according to Al-Mawardi, they represent the heads of regions and provinces, who
enjoy numerous powers, such as managing the army, administering justice, collecting and distributing
taxes, protecting religion, establishing borders, leading prayers, organising pilgrimages and jihad, insofar
as the emirate over the region expresses general and legitimate authority. He divided them into three
types:

1 -he general emirate: appointment of an emir over a territory with extensive duties such as jihad,
leading prayers, collecting and distributing taxes, protecting religion, establishing borders, and
supervising the enforcement of judicial decisions...

2- The particular emirate: the emir's functions are limited to certain aspects, such as the fulfilment of

duties, management of the army, policy on subjects, establishment of borders, organisation of pilgrimage
and prayer, without the general functions related to justice, tax collection, land tax, etc.

3- Emirate of domination and takeover: this occurs when the prince manages to control a
territory responsible for managing his affairs by force and imposes on it the duties of the sovereign who
takes control, such as the imamate, the delimitation of borders and the preservation of religion . The
prince who takes control has the right to appoint a deputy minister, unlike the prince who merely reigns.

4- Emirate of competence: this is established by selection and on the basis of specific conditions,
namely the conditions of the deputy ministry ;;such as competence , intelligence, piety,...etc..

One of the main characteristics of Al-Mawardi's political thought is that he distinguishes between the
function of Almadhalim, which requires a set of conditions such as dignity, chastity and piety,

and the function of Alhisba, which is based on the commandment to do good and forbid evil, as well

as respect for public rights under certain conditions such as justice, freedom, opinion and rigour, and
knowledge of the situation of the people...

Furthermore, according to some, his ideas are not limited to calling for the protection of religion and the
politics of the people far from theocratic thinking, but also to the need to respect the optional contract of
loyalty and to manage the affairs of society by focusing on security, the evaluation of money and the fight
against injustice and powerlessness, as long as the state is not based solely on money and force.

> Al-Farabi: 870-950:

His name was Abu Nasr Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Tarhan ibn Uzal, known as Al-Farabi because
he was born in the Farab region of Turkey to a Persian father and a Turkish mother. He later settled in
Baghdad , the Levant and Egypt, and died in Damascus.



Influenced by Greek thought, he was interested in literature, philosophy, religion and meditation. He
wore the coarse clothing of the Sufis and knew several languages, including Persian, Turkish, Kurdish
and Arabic. He loved solitude and asceticism. He was nicknamed the second master after Aristotle. His
era was marked by turmoil. Among his most famous works are: AL Fousous, The Census of Sciences,
The Introduction to Music and Civil Politics, The Principles of the Ideal City, and The Opinions of the
Inhabitants of the Ideal City.

Human beings are considered civilised by nature, due to their need for others and the importance of this
need in the pursuit of happiness, as Plato and Aristotle have said.

Human groups are divided into complete societies: large, medium and small, with large societies
representing the gathering and cooperation of nations, medium societies referring to the nation, and small
societies referring to the city, which represents the highest degree of perfection,

unlike gatherings held in villages, streets and houses, which are incomplete. The family gathering is part
of the street, the gathering in the street is part of the gathering in the neighbourhood, and the gathering in
the neighbourhood is part of the gathering in the village, which serves the town. The nation is composed
of a group of towns, and the ranks of the town’s inhabitants differ in terms of leadership and service, just
as the happiness of nations and towns is achieved through the disappearance of voluntary and natural
evils.

Al-Farabi went beyond Aristotle's vision, which focused on human happiness within the city, to achieve
cooperation between all countries in the world for the sake of happiness.

He considered the ideal city to be part of the world as opposed to the ignorant city, the corrupt city, the
misguided city, the deviant city and the tyrannical city.

The place of the useless ( Anawabyt) in virtuous cities is comparable to that of thorns growing among
crops and other weeds: they are neither harmful nor useful.On this basis, gathering and cooperation in
the ignorant cityaim either at pleasure (city of baseness), or at the acquisition of wealth and necessities
(city of pettiness), or at cooperation to acquire what is necessary for the life of the body (necessary city).

Whether they are honoured by words or deeds (the honourable city) or whether they are free and do as
they please (the collective city) or whether they are in power (the dominant city)

for the inhabitants of the ignorant city do not know happiness and differ from the inhabitants of the
corrupt city, whose opinions correspond to those of the inhabitants of the virtuous city, but whose actions
differ from theirs,

and the corrupt city whose inhabitants’ opinions correspond to those of the inhabitants of the virtuous
city, but then changed, and the misguided city whose inhabitants have strayed from the truth and the
principles of happiness and whose actions are characterised by deceit and pride.

In general, Al-Farabi was influenced by Greek philosophy, particularly Plato, Aristotle, and the Stoics,
both in his approach to the concept of world government and in his conception of the ideal city, which he
compares to a healthy body whose members cooperate with one another.

He compared its leader to the heart of the human body and its other members to other parts of the human
body. The leader of the ideal city must be ready to lead and manage its affairs. He must be wise and an
ideal philosopher, and fulfil the following 12 conditions:

v" Full limbs.

Good understanding and perception of everything that is said to him.
Good memory of what he understands and sees.

Intelligent and perceptive.
Good elocution.



v Loves teaching.

v Not greedy.

v Loves sincerity and those who practise it, hates lies and those who practise them.
v Loves dignity.

v/ Considers money and material possessions insignificant.

v Loves justice and those who practise it, hates injustice and those who practise it.
v/ Strong character.

As these conditions are difficult to find in a single individual, they can be distributed among several
people. He was also influenced by Plato and Greek philosophy when he considered that wisdom was a
necessary condition for the existence of the ideal city, as we have seen.

» Ibn Khaldun (1332-1406):

He is Abu Zayd Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Abd al-
Rahman ibn Khaldun. He was born in Tunis to an Andalusian family that had migrated there. His family
was involved in politics, and he studied Quranic exegesis, Hadith, jurisprudence, philosophy, and the
natural sciences.

He also worked in education, politics, and as a judge, eventually becoming Chief Justice. He was a founder
of sociology and a historian. His most famous work is Al-Ibar, which includes several parts, including the
Mugaddimah (Introduction).

Ibn Khaldun discussed the necessity of human society, considering humans to be social beings by nature,
needing cooperation to meet their basic needs for food, security, and self-defense. He argued that the
existence of the state is a natural consequence of society, and its first manifestation is authority, which
maintains the stability and continuity of societyl

For him, the caliphate, as Al-Mawardi had previously argued, consists of preserving religion and
managing temporal affairs. He distinguishes it from other systems of government, which he divides into
three categories:

v' A natural, autocratic, and individualistic system of government (natural monarchy), without
positive law, based on whim, despotism, and the pursuit of personal gain.

v' A political system of government (political monarchy) based on positive laws aimed at
guaranteeing well-being and preventing harm.

v' The caliphate or imamate, which takes into account both temporal and spiritual interests and
conforms to religious precepts and their fundamental sources.

However, despite the importance of his distinction between natural, rational, and religious politics, he did
not clarify the role of subjects in establishing authority, unlike Al-Mawardi, who, as we have seen, linked
it to a contract between the imam and the nation. This is explained by the importance he attaches to the
degree of independence and mutual influence, stemming from the sovereign's needs in relation to his
subjects and vice versa, as he affirms.

The transformation of the caliphate into a monarchy occurred after the decline of religious influence and
the rise of tribalism, itself linked to family, tribe, social status, lineage, and kinship ties. This tribalism was
driven by a spirit of solidarity and by the ruggedness and courage characteristic of Bedouin life. However,
these same qualities would also be a determining factor in its weakening, due to the predominance of
urban life, luxury, extravagance, waste, and individual selfishness at the expense of the common good.

Generally speaking, Khaldunian political thought rests on the idea of "'group solidarity' as the foundation
not only of the emergence of the state, but also of the maintenance of its power, its development, its
prosperity, and ultimately its collapse and disappearance. This conception is part of the analysis of the



"life cycles of the state,” whose phases require both the people and the authorities to maintain order,
prevent chaos, and exercise displays of power and submission in order to emerge, perpetuate itself, and
prosper.

The displays of power are not only linked to the qualities of courage, solidarity, and cohesion that exist in
Bedouin life, but also to the demands of development imposed by the impetus of governance. This is based
on the theory of group solidarity between all that is Bedouin and all that is urban. This is due to the
importance of social solidarity and family ties (blood ties) in binding the king to conquest and forming a
group solidarity with the material and moral elements of power that contribute to the emergence and
development of the state, as well as to its dissolution and disintegration. For this theory, the state is like an
organic organism whose life is linked to three generations:

v First generation: characterized by a nomadic lifestyle, its harshness, its predatory nature, and
the collective pursuit of glory. (Generation of settlement and stability)

v Second generation: characterized by the rise of the trappings of power and luxury, the
transition from nomadic life to civilization, a slight weakening of tribalism, and a diversification
of lifestyles (food, clothing, housing). (Generation of construction, expansion, and progress)

v Third generation: characterized by the abandonment of the nomadic lifestyle and its

harshness, and by a fascination with power and luxury, leading to a weakening of the state. (A
new generation disconnected from its nomadic origins)

The state also goes through five fundamental phases:

The phase of conquest and power-taking (State-building phase)

The phase of despotism and monopolization of power (beginning of the authoritarian regime)
The phase of leisure, tranquility, and reaping the fruits of power (reaping the fruits of power)
The phase of contentment and peace (The phase of comfort and satisfaction)

The phase of extravagance and waste. — (The phase of decline and collapse)
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For him, tribalism is the foundation of the kingdom, and the kingdom is the foundation of tribalism.
The establishment of the kingdom is linked to considerations of money, construction, justice, soldiers,
taxes, and integrity that meet the needs for survival, subsistence, and security required by civil
society, as well as the rules governing the existence of authority. These necessitate the existence of
deterrence and the imposition of obedience and submission. The existence of political authority is
always linked to factors of aggressive human nature: lineage, tribalism, thirst for power, luxury, and
the monopolization of glory. This leads to the prosperity of the state, then to its collapse, especially
when the principles of tribalism prioritize wealth over the public good.

Despite the difficulty of generalizing this and the many criticisms leveled at the theory of social cohesion,
the importance of the political and social analysis of the scholar Ibn Khaldun and his role in extrapolating
from historical experiences on which he relied to understand the rise and fall of the state, particularly in
the regions of Andalusia and North Africa, cannot be denied, in addition to the importance of the diversity
of his experiences in the fields of teaching, justice, writing, frequenting princes and sultans, practicing
politics, and others.

Political Thought in the Renaissance

» The Political Thought of Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527)



Niccoldo Machiavelli was born in Florence. His father, a lawyer from the bourgeoisie, held political and
diplomatic positions. His work *The Prince*, in which he analyzes the causes of the rise and fall of states,
is considered one of his most famous works. His life was marked by wars and turmoil, as Italy was then
divided into several principalities:

e The Kingdom of Naples.

e  The Kingdom of Milan.

e  The Kingdom of Venice.
The Kingdom of Florence.
And the Papacy.

The conflict between the nobility and the clergy led to the absence of a unified central government capable
of eliminating the chaos, corruption, and civil wars between the city-states. This state of anarchy, external
aggression, and internal instability influenced Niccold Machiavelli, who admired the ancient Roman
system, particularly the republican system, which he considered one of the best.

In order to restore Rome's lost glory, Machiavelli wrote his work, *The Prince*, to advise the ruler of
Florence, whose secretary he was. Drawing on his extensive political experience and driven by a desire to
change the situation, Machiavelli advocated the separation of state, morality, and religion.

He believed that Christianity taught submission and humiliation, denied the role of the body, and deferred
human happiness to the afterlife. He argued that the sovereign should use religion as an instrument to
consolidate his power over the state and lead the people toward political unity and social stability, thus
facilitating the achievement of his objectives without regard for religious or moral norms.

This position provoked sharp criticism from the Church and the clergy, as well as accusations of atheism.
Indeed, the power that suits the prince is that which guarantees him stability, peace, and unity, not the
clemency that brings him chaos, war, and suffering, for fear is the basis of punishment, and the lesson lies
in the results, not the means; the end justifies the means, and necessity has its rules.

For him, a strong ruler is one who combines the qualities of a warrior, a politician, cunning, and power,
and who excels in the art of dissimulation, deception, trickery, and breaking promises... He must be as
cunning as a fox and as strong as a lion, because, in his eyes, men are wicked, deceitful, hypocritical, and
fearful of punishment.

Just as he offered the prince advice on the strength, perspicacity, and courage necessary to exercise his
power, he also advised him to be loved and feared by all, to feign piety, morality, and tolerance to
maintain his authority against his enemies, because his power does not rest solely on a powerful army, but
also requires other qualities such as cunning, hypocrisy, and deceit...

On this basis, Niccold Machiavelli rejected the feudal aristocratic system, as well as the Christian
universalism advocated by the clergy, and preferred a democratic system of government capable of
establishing what he called economic equality. He opposed the prevailing aristocratic system of
government and considered monarchy the best political system, provided it was elective and not
hereditary.

» The Protestant Reformation:



It can be stated from the outset that the Protestant Reformation, which emerged in the 16th century with
the aim of reforming the Catholic Church, led to the rise of Protestantism alongside Catholicism and
Orthodoxy. It was linked to various political, social, and religious factors, stemming from the struggle for
power and influence between religious and civil authorities, attempts to exploit the divine right of kings,
the sale of indulgences, and the spread of chaos, civil wars, and corruption. Despite this, the Church's
authority remained illegitimate, as we have seen, until Emperor Constantine recognized it in the 5th
century.

The conflict concerning the functions of religious and civil authorities did not cease and continued
historically until the 13th century, when King Philip Il of France refused to submit to the authority of
Pope Boniface V111 and forbade the Church from any interference in political affairs.

The differences between the Roman state and the Church stemmed from many reasons, including:

v' The Church’s attempt to exert control over the empire and weaken the emperor's authority,
especially with the increasing influence of feudalism.

v' The Church’s insistence on the supremacy of spiritual authority over temporal authority, based
on the doctrine of divine right and the doctrine of the two swords, which mandated the
intervention of the Pope and the clergy in appointing and deposing kings due to corruption.

v' The nature of the doctrinal origins of Christianity, which consider political authority evil and in
conflict with the benevolent and divine nature of the Church's authority.

v Failure to define the relationship between the state and the church in terms of their goals,
functions and nature.

v' Competition to win the people's loyalty.

v" The Church's immersion in materialism.

v' The spread of injustice, tyranny, corruption, moral decline, and authoritarian tendencies.

v' The relationship between Christianity and Stoicism: a profound belief in the primacy of natural

rights and a faith in natural liberty and equality.

Generally speaking, Martin Luther and John Calvin are considered major pioneers of the Protestant
Reformation, which profoundly marked public life in Renaissance Europe. Its influence was not limited to
the establishment of revolutionary political, economic, and social changes against the established order; it
also encompassed everything related to the revival of national sentiment, the challenge to the Roman
Catholic Church, and the rejection of any relationship with its popes.

This refusal was notably manifested by the refusal of the kings of France, Germany, England, and Spain
to accept Pope Leo X's decree granting indulgences in exchange for contributions to the reconstruction of
the Roman Catholic Church in 2517. Furthermore, the German Emperor Frederick Il refused to allow
Martin Luther to be tried outside of Germany after the Church accused him of heresy for defending
Christian freedom and rejected the indulgence campaigns, which he perceived as a financial drain.
Among the most important aspects of this Reformation movement were:

e The transformation of nationalist sentiment into civil wars that lasted for many years.

e Opposition to the Catholic Church.

e  The establishment of new Lutheran and Calvinist churches under state control.

e The separation of secular power and religious authority.

e The emancipation of medieval ideas.

e The suppression of certain traditional religious institutions.

e  Resistance to rulers.

e  The separation of religious and secular powers.

e The end of the Catholic Church's influence.

e The association of the Protestant movement with a group of believers in Europe, North America,
and Latin America.



e The call to believe in the Gospel, not in the popes.
e The rejection of indulgences.

» Martin Luther: (1482-1546) :

Theologian and religious figure, born in 1482 in Germany and died in 1546. Influenced by Saint Augustine
and the writings of Thomas Aquinas, he also studied the philosophy of Aristotle. He challenged the
Catholic Church and founded Protestantism through a protest movement.

His ideas profoundly marked the 16th and 17th centuries, notably his call for liberation from Italian and
papal domination, the establishment of a unified nation-state, and the abolition of indulgences. This
earned him sharp criticism from the Church and accusations of heresy. Among his most important works
are "'On Individual Liberty' and ""On the Freedom of a Christian."

Luther distinguished between temporal and spiritual authority, advocating obedience to temporal
authority while defending the spiritual freedom of Christians against political and legal constraints. He
did not minimize the Church’s role in achieving the objectives of the State and temporal power.

His thinking was influenced by realism. He knew how to adapt to the political and social realities of his
time. This was manifested in particular by his ability to reconcile the call for obedience to sovereigns with
the possibility of rebellion in cases of widespread corruption, tyranny, and contempt for the law, and by
his aptitude for distancing himself from popular uprisings and protests against the divine right of kings,
and for refraining from supporting them, for fear that they might be associated with his ideas, despite
their connection to his convictions.

His deep friendship and loyalty to the German princes led him to reject not only the establishment of
equality within the state, but also the principle of separation of church and state. He acted in this way to
appease the sovereign who, in his view, was accountable to God and not to the people, by virtue of the
principle that the law applied equally to all and that the king's authority was unquestionable.

Generally speaking, Luther defended individual and religious liberty and supported an autocratic system,
relying on the support of the princes. This contrasted sharply with Calvin, who advocated an absolute
monarchy to guarantee individual liberties. Luther also used political power to limit religious authority
and establish a national church, unlike Calvin, who advocated the separation of church and state and the
prevention of any state interference in ecclesiastical affairs, which ultimately led to the establishment of
individual religious and political freedom

He even linked his alliance with the princes to the struggle against Rome and the indulgences of the
Catholic Church through his 95 Theses, posted on the church door in 1517. He used this alliance to
emphasize the necessity of obeying temporal authority, respecting civil authority, and not resisting its
rigorous application, because, according to him, the sword is at the service of God.

For Luther, the Kingdom of God, a symbol of mercy and forgiveness, was incompatible with the Kingdom
of the World, a symbol of wrath and severity. He believed that God had established the Kingdom of the
World through the sword and the law, and that submission to authority did not infringe upon Christian
freedom, because the world was evil, and a Christian was one who adhered to the Gospel, submitted to the
authority of the sword, and paid his taxes. Among his most important contributions are:

o The foundation of a new Christian doctrine, adopted by many followers worldwide, characterized
by revolutionary beliefs and ideas against the Catholic Church.

e  The rejection of indulgences and the authorization of monks to marry.

e His writings contributed to the spread and resurgence of nationalist thought in Germany and
Europe



His ideas contributed to the outbreak of protracted conflicts and wars against Catholics (1618

and 1648).

e Exploiting the refusal of kings and people to pay the Church in exchange for indulgences

e He incited princes to suppress civil wars and popular uprisings, despite the influence of his ideas
on the latter.

e The emergence of several Lutheran churches.

» John Calvin (1509-1564) :

was born in 1509 in France and died in 1564. He studied theology, defended Protestantism, and
campaigned for religious reform and the independence of the Church from the State. Influenced by the
ideas of Martin Luther, he founded Calvinism, a new branch of Protestantism.

He opposed the merging of Church and State and argued for the independence of the Church and
Christian liberty, which he considered compatible with civic service. He defended what he called the unity
of the spiritual and the temporal, and submission to a sovereign appointed by God. His work, *Institutes
of Christianity*, is considered one of his most famous.

Although Calvin emphasized obedience to the sovereign and to authority, whatever its despotic form, and
did not advocate any particular form of government or revolution against a tyrannical monarch, he firmly
opposed the merging of Church and State into a single system.

Indeed, according to Calvin, the role of the Church is to fulfill religious duties, while that of the State is to
protect the monarchy. He believed that a Christian's submission to the State and obedience to the
sovereign did not negate the role of divine providence in eliminating tyranny and combating despotism,
especially when the king's laws contradicted religious teachings.

This position contrasts with that of Luther, who, as we have seen, supported princes to help him spread
his doctrine and challenge the Catholic Church and its wealth derived from indulgences and taxes.

In general, Calvin viewed humankind as a dual and complementary system: spiritual, political, civil, and
temporal. The civil system of government rests on a sovereign concerned with upholding the law and
protecting the people, without favoring any particular form of government among monarchy, aristocracy,
and democracy. He simply advocated what he called moderate liberty, provided that the sovereign had the
right to be obeyed, that their authority emanated from God, and that the Church and the State were
subject to divine sovereignty

» Jean Bodin (1530-1596):

Born in France, he practiced law and was influenced by Protestantism and Calvinism. His most famous

work is his six-book treatise on the Republic. The era in which he lived was marked by political and
security instability due to the predominance of fragile monarchies and their inability to impose stability
and political and social authority. Sixteenth-century Europe was characterized by unrest, civil wars, and
religious conflicts, particularly in France, Bodin's homeland, due to the power struggles between the
Church and the monarchs. His political ideas were distinguished by their originality and diversity. He was
the first to raise the question of sovereignty and to promote religious tolerance in order to prevent any
interference by the Church and the Pope in the internal affairs of states. He is also regarded as one of the
greatest European philosophers of this period, influenced by Greek philosophical thought, particularly by
Avristotle's ideas on the relationship between family, state, and natural law.

According to Bodin, the existence of the family, the state, and private property cannot be separated. As
Avristotle argued, the state is composed of families and shared property, and its dominant authority



derives from the legitimate function of its government, which strives to achieve order and justice through
natural law.

Just as the family and marriage are indispensable because they are natural and innate, the state cannot
exist without families and individuals. The state is composed of families, and the importance of the head of
the family outside the home lies in his being a citizen with relationships with other citizens.

On this basis, Bodin rejected the prevailing theory of divine right as the foundation of governance. He
considered the state an organization with authority and ownership, composed of various family units. He
linked the power of the state to the power of the rulers and made obedience to the rulers essential, unlike
religion, which he considered a private matter.

Bodin supported absolute monarchy in France to address the country’s dire circumstances. He advocated
not only for state control over religion but also for the ruler not to be bound by law, since, in his view, the
state possessed autonomy, and the king was its sovereign.

According to Bodin, autonomy is absolute power over citizens and subjects and is not bound by law,
which makes the ruler free in his actions towards them. Sovereignty is what creates the law, since power is
permanent, cannot be delegated, cannot be disposed of, and does not accept division. It is what establishes,
interprets, and implements the law. Because the law can express custom, the king, according to him, must
obey divine and natural laws and respect treaties and agreements.

This means that Bodin, a proponent of constitutionalism while also advocating respect for monarchical
traditions, was, on the one hand, in favor of limiting the sovereign’s role to natural and divine law, and to
positive law, which he considered subordinate to natural law and defining the State.

On the other hand, he defended the idea that law was the expression of the sovereign's will, and he was
convinced that this would establish justice. He supported the king's authority, was influenced by
circumstances, and simultaneously believed in the application of constitutional principles to express the
general will.

Generally speaking, Bodin distinguished three forms of state: absolute monarchy, aristocracy, and
democracy. He considered absolute monarchy the best form of government, despite his preference for
aristocracy, because, for him, legitimate monarchy implied obedience to the king's laws and the king's
obedience to the laws of nature. In other words, he believed that a balance had to be found between
absolute sovereignty and individual freedom.

For Bodin, sovereignty represents the power that is imposed on all citizens and through which laws and
treaties are promulgated, and war and peace are declared. Sovereignty is indivisible, and the form of the
state is not a matter of debate; the disagreement lies rather in the form of government and the location
where sovereignty is exercised. Sovereignty held by a minority engenders an aristocratic government,
while sovereignty held by the majority engenders a democratic government.

Thus, Bodin not only emphasized the indissoluble link between the state, sovereignty, and citizens, but
also sought to clarify the relational framework of sovereignty in connection with the role of the monarch
and the application of law in political and social affairs.

He not only linked the attributes of sovereignty to the survival of the state and the existence of citizens, but
also established its supreme authority, above which no other can rise. For Bodin, sovereignty is not limited
by any temporal or spatial framework; it is inalienable, and its existence cannot be hindered by law.

Although, according to him, the sovereign can delegate the exercise of power to another for a specific
period and reclaim it at any time, its limits are fixed by natural and divine law, popular law, and
constitutional law. Submission to sovereignty is subject only to these laws, and the resulting responsibility



rests solely with God, for the monarch's authority is absolute, and the concept of sovereignty is absolute,
all-encompassing, and permanent; it can neither be relinquished nor divided.
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