Reading comprehension with exercises
Read the following text
There has been an increase in podcast listeners over the last decade as Americans over twelve have listened to at least one podcast. This trend continues to grow as these digitally distributed audio files are embraced by librarians. From topics as varied as library information tech- nology to virtual book clubs to interviews with librarians and authors.
A podcast is a digital-audio file that can be downloaded from the Internet either
manually or by automated subscription. Not constrained to just audio, podcasts can also come in video format. 
The word podcast may refer to a specific audio show or individual episodes of that show. Podcasts are typically available as a series of prerecorded talk-radio show episodes that users can listen to on demand from a mobile device. Podcasters often publish episodes on a regular schedule.
Podcasting is the preparation and distribution of digital audio files to the computers of subscribed users using Really Simple Syndication (RSS) feeds. These files, made available on the internet, may then be uploaded to streaming services, which users can listen to on their smartphones, tablet devices or other kinds of multimedia players.
Content producers have increasingly turned to podcasts as an inexpensive and user-friendly distribution channel to reach a large audience of digital natives and consumers of internet content. Musicians and bloggers were early adopters of podcasts. Over the years, many mainstream media organizations, such as The New York Times, National Public Radio and The Washington Post, have since adopted the format, as have individual thought leaders, business and life coaches, actors, entrepreneurs, sports commentators, spiritual guides and more.
Podcasting has many benefits for podcasters and listeners:
· Easy to create. All it takes to make a podcast is a microphone, audio software, a computer and an internet connection. No additional knowledge or equipment is needed. One simple way to create a podcast is to speak into the voice notes app on a smartphone.
· Easy to distribute. Podcasts can be uploaded and made available to listeners using a free YouTube or SoundCloud account. Any service or device that can host an audio file can host a podcast.
· Regulation-free. There are no Federal Communications Commission or other government regulations to control how podcasts are created or distributed. This enables a level of free speech that is often not possible on more established platforms, like television and radio. At the same time, podcasters are allowed to copyright their work, just like other traditional content creators, like writers or artists.
· Long form. Podcasts can be of any length. The long-form structure enables a more in-depth treatment of topics that is often not possible with other media, where the focus is more on "snackable" content.
· Informative. Podcasts can be created around any topic and can usually find an audience interested in that topic, no matter how offbeat or niche it may be.
· On-demand access. Users can access and listen to a podcast at any time on their mobile devices. Podcasts are also easy to listen to while doing other things, like working, driving, exercising, cooking or cleaning.
· Valuable marketing and advertising tool. The most popular podcasts help marketers reach their audiences. They are an effective multichannel marketing tool because they provide helpful information without always trying to sell something. Podcasts can also be a touchpoint along a buyer's journey, offer good backlinking opportunities and enable brands to refine their search engine optimization strategy.
Questions 
Reading comprehension 
1-Read and give a suitable title to the text.
2- What is the definition of a podcast ?
3- Explain the reasons that turned content producers to podcasts.
4-Explaine this statement «  podcasts are used as tools of free speech »
5- Answer with true or false, if it is false write the correct answer.
· Podcasting is difficult to create.
· A podcast is only a digital audio file.
· The trend of listening podcasts continues to grow over the last decade.
· Podcasts are used as tools of advertisement. 
Written expression 
Write an argumentative essay about your good experience in using  the podcasts.
Readthe following text
Media and public opinion
There are various ways that media impacts people. It can provide information about world events, persuade people to buy products, influence policy decisions, and much more.
Media can impact people's perception in many ways. It can provide a well-researched overview of a topic, or it can spread biased misinformation. It can also influence people to buy certain products through advertisements.
Media is any mechanism for delivering information.. The importance of media and its  influence worldwide are major topics of conversation in the modern day. The media influences everyone who consumes and produces it, to a greater or lesser extent. Producers of media, consumers of media, and policymakers who work in government are all impacted by the modern day media landscape in different ways. Media can push people to buy certain products , hold certain political beliefs and lead certain lifestyles and influence the public opinion in different ways.
Public opinion is an aggregate of the individual views, attitudes, and beliefs about a particular topic, expressed by a significant proportion of a community. Some scholars treat the aggregate as a synthesis of the views of all or a certain segment of society; others regard it as a collection of many differing or opposing views. Writing in 1918, the American sociologist Charles Horton Cooley emphasized public opinion as a process of interaction and mutual influence rather than a state of broad agreement.
The influence of public opinion is not restricted to politics and elections. It is a powerful force in many other spheres, such as culture, fashion, literature and the arts, consumer spending, and marketing and public relations.
Political scientists and some historians have tended to emphasize the role of public opinion in government and politics, paying particular attention to its influence on the development of government policy. Indeed, some political scientists have regarded public opinion as equivalent to the national will. In such a limited sense, however, there can be only one public opinion on an issue at any given time.
Sociologists, in contrast, usually conceive of public opinion as a product of social interaction and communication. According to this view, there can be no public opinion on an issue unless members of the public communicate with each other. Even if their individual opinions are quite similar to begin with, their beliefs will not constitute a public opinion until they are conveyed to others in some form, whether through television, radio, e-mail, social media, print media, phone, or in-person conversation.
Nearly all scholars of public opinion, regardless of the way they may define it, agree that, in order for a phenomenon to count as public opinion, at least four conditions must be satisfied: (1) there must be an issue, (2) there must be a significant number of individuals who express opinions on the issue, (3) at least some of these opinions must reflect some kind of a consensus, and (4) this consensus must directly or indirectly exert influence.
Factors influencing public opinion
Environmental factors
Environmental factors play a critical part in the development of opinions and attitudes. Most pervasive is the influence of the social environment: family, friends, neighbourhood, place of work, religious community, or school. People usually adjust their attitudes to conform to those that are most prevalent in the social groups to which they belong.
Mass media and social media
Newspapers and news and opinion Web sites, social media, radio, television, e-mail, and blogs are significant in affirming attitudes and opinions that are already established. 
Mass media and social media, to varying extents, play another important role by letting individuals know what other people think and by giving political leaders large audiences. In this way the media make it possible for public opinion to encompass large numbers of individuals and wide geographic areas.
After the impact of social media on public opinion has proved itself to be the most substantial impact a form of media can have on an audience, social media has been used as a powerful tool by politicians, marketers, brands, companies, and even individuals to achieve their goals.
Social media usage in public opinion has many objectives that differ from one case to another, as we will explain in more detail in this article. However, they can be summed up in two general objectives:
1.     Changing an unwanted situation by creating a collective mindset through which the public can unite to take a stand on social or political issues and create social movements.
2.     Creating a positive mental image for the brand or company or a political party in the public’s mind.
Opinion leaders
Opinion leaders play a major role in defining popular issues and in influencing individual opinions regarding them. Political leaders in particular can turn a relatively unknown problem into a national issue if they decide to call attention to it in the media









Read the following text
Social media, an integral part of our lives, has redefined how we interact, communicate, and share information. The diverse array of platforms, from Facebook to Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and LinkedIn, has significantly shaped the digital landscape, presenting both opportunities and challenges. 
Social media is an online platform and application that allows users to create, engage with, and share content. It  allows  users to connect, interact, and share content. 
Social media has not just evolved but revolutionised the way we consume information and express ourselves online. Its influence extends to personal, professional, and societal aspects, playing a pivotal role in our lives.
Social media platforms serve as a powerful tool, empowering individuals to freely express their interests and create engaging content that keeps society connected. However, it’s crucial to recognise that social media also presents its own set of challenges, with both positive and negative impacts on people’s lives. 
Social media has different platforms where people can present their opinions and be transparent about their daily lives. It motivates people to freely express their freedom of speech and expression, which was suppressed before due to the gratuitous power of some influencers.
Social media platforms have given equal rights to all, which have the power of influential people. 
Social media platforms not only provide a space for self-expression but also a potential source of income for many. They offer the opportunity to quickly gain popularity and achieve celebrity status, fostering a sense of hope and optimism.
On the other hand, everyone loves to express their opinions and ideas, which also allows people to write negative comments. This encourages other people to comment on negative stuff, which affects the lives of those who are targeted.
Social media can affect human life badly, especially for those who are famous. Their negative comments can disturb their daily life and impact their mental health. In today’s world, social media has become a source where fake news spreads quickly and tends to misguide society with a higher reach, which makes the situation and other circumstances worse.
Questions 
1-Give a title to the text.
2- What is the posive side of social media ?
3- What are the negatives of social media platforms ?
4- In which paragraph is it mentioned that ?
a- Its influence extends to personal, professional, and societal aspects, playing a pivotal role in our lives.
b- This encourages other people to comment on negative stuff, which affects the lives of those who are targeted.
5- Explain how social media can affect human life badly.
6- Explain how social media platforms serve as a powerful tool.
7- What/who do the underlined words refer to in the text ?
8-Find the synonyms of the following words in the text.
Important= ……..…..      impact= …………..   wellknown= …….
9- Find in the opposites of the following words in the text.
Positive # …….…….    Real# ………...       weak#........
10- Classify the following verbs according to their correct tense.
Allowed , gives , grow, needs,  found,  will change,  presented, understood, became, will be 
	Simple present
	Simple past
	Future simple

	
	

	



11- written expression 
Write a paragraph about 10 line in which you explain your positive experience in using facebook.



















Read the following text
In today’s digital age, citizen journalism has emerged as a powerful force in shaping public opinion and disseminating news. With the widespread availability of smartphones and social media platforms, anyone can become a citizen journalist, reporting on local events and sharing information with a global audience. However, citizen journalism faces several challenges due to limited training.
citizen journalism, is journalism that is conducted by people who are not professional journalists but who disseminate information using Web sites, blogs, and social media. Citizen journalism has expanded its worldwide influence despite continuing concerns over whether citizen journalists are as reliable as trained professionals.
 Citizens in disaster zones have provided instant text and visual reporting from the scene. People in countries affected by political upheaval and often in countries where print and broadcast media are controlled by the government have used a variety of technological tools to share information about hot spots. 
Today, citizens are both consumers and producers of news. The 24/7 appetite for information is fed in part by cellphone photos,YouTube videos, and micro-messaging tweets of everyday citizens. Many citizens can afford and use the same tools as professional journalists. Yet, few have the training or are media literate enough to be fair and accurate purveyors of news.
Questions 
1-give a suitable title to the text
2- what is the definition of citizen journalism 
3- explain this statement « today citizens are producers of news »
4- explain how anyone can be a citizen journalist 
5- answer with (true) or (false)
· Citizen journalism is used in disasters.
· People have not used citizen journalism in countries where traditional media is controlled.
· Citizen journalists are professional journalists.
· Today citizens are only producers of news.
Written expression
Write an argumentative essay about 12 lines using the persuasive style in which you explain the importance of citizen journalism.





Impact of media on values 
Definition of values 
Values are the beliefs people have , especially about what is right and wrong and what is most important in life that contrôle their behaviors.
Values are individual beliefs that motivate people to act one way or another. They serve as a guide for human behavior ; values vary among individuals and accross culturesand time. However , valuesare universally recognized as a driving force in ethical decision making.
Some values : love, truth, freedom, ambition, responsibility, courage.
The use of media in general and social networking in special has significantly impact on our values , although itsgreat effectiveness and significance in our daily life 



