
Lecture 03 : Formulating Research Questions  

1.Introduction to Research Questions 

A research question is a specific, focused question that guides a research study. It defines the scope and purpose 

of the research, helping to identify what the researcher aims to investigate or understand. A research question is 

a precise, focused inquiry that a researcher seeks to answer through systematic investigation. It serves as the 

foundation for a study, guiding the research design, methodology, and analysis. A well-defined research 

question is clear, specific, and researchable, often addressing a gap in existing knowledge or a particular 

problem.Here are some definitions provided by different scholars for a research question : 

"A well-stated research question provides a clear focus for the study and helps to guide the research process." 

 (Creswell,2014) 

"A research question is a concise statement that articulates the problem or issue that the researcher intends to 

investigate."( Polit & Beck,2017) 

"A research question is a question that the research seeks to answer. It should be clear, focused, and 

specific."(Yin,2018) 

In essence, the research question serves as a roadmap for the entire research process, ensuring that the 

investigation is focused, relevant, and meaningful.Research questions guide the research process, helping to 

focus the study and define its scope. The primary purpose of a research question is to guide the research process 

and provide a clear focus for the investigation. It helps to: 

(a) Define the scope of the research: By specifying what the study will investigate, the research question 

helps to narrow down the focus and prevent the research from becoming too broad or unfocused. 

(b) Determine the methodology: The research question can influence the choice of research methods, such 

as surveys, experiments, or case studies, as well as the data collection and analysis techniques. 

(c) Ensure relevance: A well-crafted research question ensures that the research is relevant and contributes 

to the existing body of knowledge. 

(d) Provide a framework for interpreting findings: The research question provides a framework for 

interpreting the findings of the study and drawing conclusions. 

2. Characteristics of a Good Research Question 

1. Clarity: The question should be clear and easily understandable. The language used in the question should 

be straightforward, avoiding jargon or overly complex terms that could confuse readers.  Example: "How do the 

themes of isolation and community manifest in Virginia Woolf's To the Lighthouse?"This question is 

straightforward and specifies the themes and the work being analyzed 

2. Specificity: It should be focused enough to allow for thorough investigation. The question should narrow 

down a broad topic to a specific aspect that can be thoroughly investigated. Example: "What role does nature 



play in the development of character in the poetry of William Wordsworth?" This narrows the broader topic of 

nature in literature to a specific author and genre. 

3. Researchability: Ensure it can be answered through analysis of texts, historical context, or other evidence. 

The question must be answerable through empirical data collection or analysis, using methods such as surveys, 

experiments, or case studies.  Example: "What are the effects of World War II on the portrayal of heroism in 

British literature?"This question can be investigated through textual analysis of various literary works from that 

period. 

4. Relevance: The question should contribute to existing scholarship or address a gap in the literature. The 

question should address a significant problem or gap in existing literature, making it valuable to the field of 

study. Example: "In what ways does post-colonial literature challenge traditional narratives of history?"This 

question addresses significant discussions in contemporary literary studies and cultural critique. 

 5. Feasibility: The question should be answerable within the limits of available time, resources, and data 

access. Example: "How do contemporary novels reflect societal changes in urban life in the 21st century?" This 

question is feasible as it allows for a manageable scope of analysis across a variety of novels published 

recently. 

6. Complexity: The question should encourage exploration and critical thinking, often requiring analysis rather 

than a simple answer. Example: "What are the intersections of race and gender in the works of Toni Morrison ? 

"  This invites a nuanced exploration of multiple themes and requires critical analysis. 

7. Originality: The question should provide a new perspective or address an underexplored area within the 

field. Example: "How does the depiction of dystopian societies in literature from the 1980s differ from 

contemporary portrayals?" This question offers a fresh perspective by comparing different eras and their 

societal contexts. 

3. Types of Research Questions 

(a) Descriptive: What is the role of [theme] in [text]? 

(b) Comparative: How does [author A] depict [theme] differently than [author B]? 

(c) Analytical: What techniques does [author] use to convey [message]? 

(d) Theoretical: How does [theory] apply to the interpretation of [text]? 

1. Descriptive Questions 

These questions aim to describe characteristics or elements of a literary work, author, or movement. Descriptive 

questions are inquiries aimed at gathering detailed information about a particular subject, phenomenon, or 

situation. They seek to describe characteristics, attributes, or trends without necessarily investigating causal 

relationships or underlying reasons. These questions often focus on "what," "who," "where," and "when," 



providing a factual basis for understanding the topic. Descriptive questions are valuable in research for 

establishing a foundational understanding before moving on to more analytical or interpretative inquiries. 

1.1.Key Features of Descriptive Questions 

1. Focus on Detail: They aim to collect comprehensive information about a specific aspect. 

2. Non-analytical: They do not seek to explain why something happens; rather, they document what is. 

3. Data Collection: They can be answered through observation, surveys, interviews, or analysis of 

existing data. 

1.2.Examples of Descriptive Questions 

o "What are the main themes present in Shakespeare's Hamlet?" 

o "Who are the key figures in the Harlem Renaissance, and what contributions did they make?" 

o "What characteristics define Gothic literature?" 

o What themes are prevalent in Gabriel García Márquez's One Hundred Years of Solitude? 

o How does the structure of The Great Gatsby reflect the social dynamics of the 1920s? 

 Purpose: These questions help establish a foundation for understanding the text or context, setting the 

stage for deeper analysis. 

2. Comparative Questions 

Comparative questions examine similarities and differences between texts, authors, or literary movements. 

Comparative questions are inquiries that seek to analyze and contrast two or more subjects, phenomena, or 

concepts. These questions aim to identify similarities, differences, and relationships between the subjects being 

compared, often highlighting how they influence each other or differ in specific contexts. Comparative 

questions are useful for deepening understanding of literary works and their contexts, revealing insights that 

might not be apparent when examining subjects in isolation. 

2.1.Key Features of Comparative Questions 

1. Focus on Similarities and Differences: They encourage exploration of how subjects relate to each 

other. 

2. Analytical Approach: They often require critical thinking and analysis to draw conclusions from the 

comparisons. 

3. Multiple Subjects: These questions typically involve at least two entities, whether they are texts, 

authors, historical events, or cultural practices. 

2.2.Examples of Comparative Questions 

Literary Movements: How do the themes of [Theme A] in Romantic literature compare to those in Modernist 

literature? 



Cross-Cultural Influence: How does [specific author] draw from [another culture's literary tradition] in their 

works? 

o "How do the themes of isolation in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein and Emily Brontë’s Wuthering Heights 

compare?" 

o "What are the differences in the portrayal of women in Victorian literature versus modern feminist 

literature?" 

o "How do the narrative techniques used in Gabriel García Márquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude 

differ from those in Isabel Allende’s The House of the Spirits?" 

o "In what ways do the political ideologies reflected in George Orwell's 1984 and Aldous Huxley's Brave 

New World contrast with each other?" 

o How do the depictions of women in Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway and James Joyce's Ulysses differ? 

o What are the similarities and differences in the treatment of colonial themes in Chinua Achebe's Things 

Fall Apart and Jean Rhys's Wide Sargasso Sea? 

 Purpose: These questions encourage critical thinking and can highlight cultural or historical influences 

on literary works. 

 Example 2: "How do themes of love and sacrifice in Russian literature compare to those in American 

literature of the same period?" 

  Details: This encourages a comparison between different cultures and literary movements. 

3. Analytical Questions 

These questions require critical analysis of themes, styles, or narrative techniques. Analytical questions are 

inquiries that aim to break down a subject into its components to understand its structure, relationships, and 

underlying meanings. These questions encourage critical thinking and often require evaluation, interpretation, 

and synthesis of information. Analytical questions are essential in literary studies and other fields, as they 

promote a deeper examination of texts and concepts, leading to richer interpretations and insights. 

3.1.Key Features of Analytical Questions 

1. Focus on Understanding: They seek to explore the deeper significance of a subject rather than just 

describing it. 

2. Critical Thinking: They encourage analysis, interpretation, and evaluation of ideas, themes, or 

arguments. 

3. Complexity: These questions often require multi-layered responses and support from evidence or 

examples. 

3.2.Examples of Analytical Questions 

Subgenres: What role do [specific subgenre elements] play in shaping the reader's understanding of [specific 

societal issue]? 



Narrative Techniques: What narrative techniques does [specific author] employ to enhance themes of 

[specific theme] in their work? 

Language and Identity: How does the use of dialect in [specific text] contribute to the construction of 

identity? 

o "How does the use of symbolism in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter enhance the theme of sin 

and redemption?" 

o "What are the implications of the unreliable narrator in The Catcher in the Rye for the reader’s 

understanding of truth?" 

o "In what ways does the structure of T.S. Eliot’s The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock reflect the 

modernist concerns of alienation and disconnection?" 

o "How do the character developments of Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and Prejudice and Daisy Buchanan 

in The Great Gatsby reflect their respective societal contexts?" 

o How does Toni Morrison use symbolism in Beloved to convey the impact of slavery on identity? 

o What narrative strategies does Mark Twain employ in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn to critique 

societal norms? 

 Purpose: Analytical questions facilitate deeper engagement with the text and encourage students to 

explore the implications of literary choices. 

4. Theoretical Questions 

These questions engage with specific literary theories or frameworks, applying them to texts. Theoretical 

questions are inquiries that explore concepts, principles, and frameworks that underpin a particular field of 

study. These questions often delve into the "why" and "how" of ideas, aiming to understand theoretical 

constructs, hypotheses, and their implications. They can challenge existing theories, propose new ones, or seek 

to clarify complex ideas. Theoretical questions are crucial in academic discourse as they encourage deeper 

engagement with ideas and foster the development of new theoretical perspectives. 

4.1.Key Features of Theoretical Questions 

1. Conceptual Focus: They address abstract ideas and the relationships between different theories. 

2. Exploratory Nature: They often seek to expand understanding or generate new insights into a topic. 

3. Critical Engagement: They may critique or build upon existing theories or frameworks. 

4.2.Examples of Theoretical Questions 

Author's Purpose: What can be inferred about [specific author's] intent in [specific work], and how has it been 

received by contemporary audiences? 

Literary Criticism: How do different critical approaches (e.g., feminist, Marxist, postcolonial) interpret 

[specific work]? 



o "What are the implications of post-structuralist theory for the interpretation of narrative in contemporary 

literature?" 

o "How does the theory of intertextuality apply to the relationship between Wide Sargasso Sea and Jane 

Eyre?" 

o "In what ways does Marxist literary theory enhance our understanding of class struggle in Charles 

Dickens' works?" 

o "How can feminist theory be used to analyze the representation of gender in modern science fiction 

literature?" 

o How can feminist literary theory be applied to analyze the character of Elizabeth Bennet in Pride and 

Prejudice? 

o In what ways does postcolonial theory illuminate the themes of identity and displacement in The 

Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri? 

 Purpose: Theoretical questions help students situate their analysis within broader academic discussions 

and methodologies. 

o "What themes of identity and belonging are explored in the works of post-colonial authors?" 

  Details: This question examines common themes across a specific literary tradition. 

5. Historical Context Questions 

These questions focus on the relationship between a literary work and its historical or cultural context. 

Historical context questions are inquiries that seek to understand how historical events, cultural movements, or 

societal conditions influence a particular subject, text, or phenomenon. These questions explore the relationship 

between literature (or other forms of art) and the historical backdrop against which it was created, helping to 

illuminate the significance and meaning of the work. These questions are valuable for understanding how 

literature and art reflect and respond to their historical moments, providing deeper insights into the works and 

their significance. 

5.1.Key Features of Historical Context Questions 

1. Focus on Context: They examine the historical, cultural, and social conditions surrounding the creation 

of a text or phenomenon. 

2. Causal Relationships: They often investigate how specific historical events or trends shape themes, 

characters, or narratives. 

3. Interdisciplinary Approach: These questions may draw from various disciplines, including history, 

sociology, and cultural studies. 

5.2.Examples of Historical Context Questions 

Socio-political Influence: How did the socio-political climate of [specific period] influence the works of 

[specific author or literary movement]? 



Literature and Revolution: In what ways did literature serve as a catalyst for social change during [specific 

historical event]? 

o "How did the socio-political climate of the American Civil War influence the themes in Walt Whitman's 

poetry?" 

o "In what ways does the historical context of the Great Depression affect the characterization in John 

Steinbeck's The Grapes of Wrath?" 

o "How do the events of World War I shape the themes of disillusionment and loss in the works of the 

Lost Generation writers?" 

o "What role does the Civil Rights Movement play in the narrative and themes of Ralph Ellison's Invisible 

Man?" 

o How did the social and political climate of the Victorian era influence the works of Charles Dickens? 

o What role did World War II play in shaping the themes of existentialism in literature during the mid-

20th century? 

 Purpose: Such questions emphasize the importance of context in understanding literature and its impact 

on society. 

6. Ethical and Moral Questions 

These questions explore the ethical dilemmas and moral themes presented in literary works. Ethical and moral 

questions are inquiries that explore issues of right and wrong, values, principles, and the impact of actions on 

individuals and society. These questions often delve into the philosophical underpinnings of morality and 

ethics, challenging individuals to consider their beliefs and the implications of their choices. These questions 

are crucial in discussions of literature, philosophy, and social issues, prompting deeper engagement with the 

ethical dimensions of human experience and cultural expression. 

6.1.Key Features of Ethical and Moral Questions 

1. Focus on Values: They examine concepts of good and bad, right and wrong, often in specific contexts. 

2. Critical Reflection: They encourage individuals to reflect on their beliefs, biases, and the consequences 

of actions. 

3. Complexity: These questions often involve nuanced situations where multiple perspectives may exist. 

6.2.Examples of Ethical and Moral Questions 

Moral Dilemmas: How do characters in [specific literary work] confront ethical dilemmas, and what does this 

reveal about the moral landscape of their time? 

Representation: How does [specific work] address issues of representation and power dynamics within 

[specific civilization]? 

o "Is it morally acceptable to prioritize individual rights over the greater good in public health policy?" 

o "How should we approach the ethical implications of artificial intelligence in decision-making 

processes?" 



o "What responsibilities do authors have in representing marginalized communities in their works?" 

o "Is it justifiable to use historical events, such as wars or colonization, as subjects for artistic expression, 

even if they may be seen as exploitative?" 

o What moral questions are raised by the character of Iago in Shakespeare's Othello? 

o How does The Kite Runner confront issues of guilt and redemption? 

 Purpose: These questions encourage students to think critically about the ethical implications of 

characters’ actions and societal norms. 

7. Interdisciplinary Questions 

These questions bridge literature with other disciplines, such as psychology, sociology, or history. 

Interdisciplinary questions are inquiries that bridge multiple fields of study, encouraging the integration of 

concepts, theories, and methods from different disciplines. These questions aim to provide a more holistic 

understanding of complex issues, highlighting connections and relationships that might not be evident within a 

single discipline. 

7.1.Key Features of Interdisciplinary Questions 

1. Cross-Disciplinary Focus: They draw upon theories and methods from two or more disciplines. 

2. Holistic Perspective: They seek to explore issues from multiple viewpoints, enriching analysis and 

understanding. 

3. Complex Problem-Solving: These questions often address complex issues that cannot be fully 

understood through a single disciplinary lens. 

7.2.Examples of Interdisciplinary Questions 

Literature and Psychology: How do psychological theories of [specific thinker] apply to the character 

development in [specific literary work]? 

Art and Literature: How does [specific artwork] complement or contrast with the themes presented in 

[specific literary work]? 

o "How do psychological theories of trauma intersect with literary representations of war in modern 

novels?" 

o "In what ways can environmental science inform the themes of sustainability in contemporary 

literature?" 

o "How does the intersection of sociology and literature enhance our understanding of class dynamics in 

19th-century novels?" 

o "What role do philosophical ethics play in shaping legal frameworks for technology and privacy in the 

digital age?" 

o These questions are valuable for fostering collaboration between disciplines and encouraging innovative 

approaches to research and analysis, leading to richer insights and solutions. 

o How does Freud’s theory of the unconscious manifest in the character development of Holden Caulfield 

in The Catcher in the Rye? 



o What sociological perspectives can be applied to understand the class dynamics in Pride and Prejudice? 

 Purpose: Interdisciplinary questions enrich literary analysis by drawing connections across fields. 

8. Contemporary Issues Questions 

These questions relate literary themes to current societal issues or trends. ontemporary issues questions are 

inquiries that focus on current events, trends, and challenges facing society today. These questions often 

explore the social, political, economic, and cultural implications of modern issues, encouraging critical analysis 

and discussion. These questions are important for fostering dialogue and understanding around current issues, 

prompting deeper engagement with the complexities of modern life. 

8.1.Key Features of Contemporary Issues Questions 

1. Timeliness: They address issues that are relevant and pressing in today’s society. 

2. Critical Engagement: They encourage analysis of the implications and complexities of current events. 

3. Societal Impact: These questions often explore how issues affect individuals and communities. 

8.2.Examples of Contemporary Issues Questions: 

Modern Adaptations: How do contemporary adaptations of [classic work] reflect current societal issues? 

Digital Literature: In what ways has the rise of digital literature transformed traditional literary forms and 

reader engagement? 

o "How do social media platforms influence political activism and public opinion in contemporary 

society?" 

o "What are the ethical implications of climate change on global migration patterns?" 

o "In what ways does the representation of mental health in contemporary literature reflect societal 

attitudes and stigma?" 

o How do contemporary novels like The Underground Railroad address issues of race and identity in 

today's society? 

o In what ways do modern adaptations of Shakespeare's plays reflect current cultural and political 

concerns? 

 Purpose: Such questions help students see the relevance of literature in addressing contemporary issues. 

4. Crafting Research Questions 

 Start Broad, Then Narrow: Begin with a wide area of interest and gradually refine it into a specific 

question. 

 Be Open to Evolution: Encourage students to be flexible, as their questions might change as they delve 

deeper into their research. 



 Engage with Existing Literature: Suggest that students review existing scholarship to identify gaps or 

areas for further exploration. 

4. 1.Steps to Formulate Research Questions 

1. Identify a Broad Topic: Start with a general area of interest (e.g., postcolonial literature, gender 

studies). 

o Example: Postcolonial literature. 

2. Narrow Down: Focus on a specific aspect of the topic (e.g., a particular author or work). 

o Example: The works of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. 

3. Consider Context and Relevance: Think about the historical, cultural, or theoretical context that could 

inform your question. 

o Example: The impact of Nigerian history on Adichie’s narratives. 

4. Draft Potential Questions: Create a list of possible questions based on your narrowed focus. 

o Examples: 

 How does Adichie’s use of language reflect cultural identity? 

 In what ways do her narratives challenge Western perceptions of Africa? 

5. Refine the Questions: Review the questions for clarity, specificity, and feasibility. 

o Example Refinement: Instead of “What is Adichie’s impact?” consider “How does Adichie’s 

portrayal of gender roles in Half of a Yellow Sun reflect Nigerian societal changes?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Research Design  for each Question Type 

A research design is a structured plan that outlines how a research study will be conducted. It serves as a 

blueprint for the research process, detailing the methods and procedures for collecting and analyzing data. The 

design helps ensure that the study is systematic, rigorous, and capable of answering the research questions 

effectively. 

a) Descriptive: What is the role of [theme] in [text]? 

1.Statement of the Problem 
While [text] has been widely studied, the specific role of [theme] within the narrative remains underexplored. 

Understanding how this theme interacts with character development, plot progression, and overarching 

messages is crucial for a comprehensive interpretation of the text. This research seeks to illuminate the various 

dimensions of [theme] and its significance in shaping the reader's experience. 

Hypothesis 1: The theme of [theme] in [text] serves as a crucial narrative device that influences character 

development, drives the plot, and enhances the reader's understanding of the underlying moral or philosophical 

message. 

Hypothesis 2 : The role of [theme] in [text] is pivotal, as it not only shapes the characters' motivations and 

relationships but also influences the narrative structure, ultimately reflecting the author's commentary on 

[related issue or broader concept]. 

2.Research Aim 

To explore and elucidate the role of [theme] in [text], providing a comprehensive understanding of its 

significance within the narrative. 

3.Research Objectives 

1. To identify key instances of [theme] throughout the text. 

2. To analyze how [theme] influences character development and plot progression. 

3. To assess the impact of [theme] on the overall message of the text. 

4. To contextualize [theme] within the broader literary and historical framework of the work. 

4.Research Methods 

1. Literature Review 
o Gather existing scholarship on the theme and text. 

o Summarize various interpretations and analyses to provide context. 

2. Close Reading 

o Conduct a detailed analysis of the text, focusing on passages related to the theme. 

o Note the use of language, symbols, and character interactions that highlight the theme. 

3. Content Analysis 
o Identify specific instances of the theme throughout the text. 

o Categorize and quantify these instances to illustrate their prevalence and significance. 

4. Contextual Analysis 

o Research the historical, cultural, or biographical context surrounding the text. 

o Explore how these contexts influence the role of the theme within the narrative. 

5.Data Collection 

o Textual Analysis Software: Tools like NVivo or ATLAS.ti can help analyze text passages for thematic 

occurrences. 

o Annotation Tools: Software like Hypothesis or Adobe Acrobat for digital texts to annotate and 

highlight relevant sections. 



o Literature Review Database: Academic databases (e.g., JSTOR, Google Scholar) to gather secondary 

sources discussing the theme. 

o Reading Journals/Logs: Personal notes or journals to track observations and reflections on the theme 

as it appears in the text. 

6.Data Analysis 

o Thematic Analysis Software: Tools like NVivo or MAXQDA can help categorize and analyze 

thematic elements identified during data collection. 

o Coding Framework: Develop a coding system to classify instances of the theme, which can be done 

using spreadsheets (Excel, Google Sheets) for organization. 

o Textual Analysis Methods: Use qualitative analysis techniques to identify patterns in how the theme 

manifests throughout the text. 

o Visual Mapping Tools: Create concept maps or visual representations (using tools like MindMeister or 

Lucidchart) to illustrate the connections between the theme and various narrative elements. 

7.Expected Outcomes 

o A detailed description of the theme’s role in the text, supported by textual evidence and 

scholarly insights. 

8. Ethical Considerations 

1. Intellectual Property: Ensure proper citation and acknowledgment of the original text and any 

secondary sources used to discuss the theme. 

2. Interpretative Integrity: Maintain honesty and fidelity in interpreting the text, avoiding 

misrepresentation of the author’s intentions or the theme’s significance. 

3. Sensitivity to Content: Be mindful of potentially sensitive themes (e.g., trauma, discrimination) and 

approach them with care to avoid causing distress to readers. 

 

(b) Comparative: How does [author A] depict [theme] differently than [author B]? 

1.Statement of the Problem 
 

Existing literature acknowledges the importance of [theme] in both [author A]'s and [author B]'s works, but 

comparative studies examining how each author uniquely represents this theme are limited. This research aims 

to fill this gap by analyzing the differing approaches and stylistic choices each author employs, providing 

insight into how cultural, historical, and personal contexts influence their portrayals of [theme]. 

Hypothesis 1: Author A and Author B portray [theme] differently, with Author A emphasizing [specific aspect 

or approach], while Author B focuses on [another aspect or approach], reflecting their unique cultural contexts 

and narrative styles. 

Hypothesis 2: Author A's depiction of [theme] in [specific work] emphasizes [specific aspect or approach], 

whereas Author B’s portrayal in [different work] highlights [another aspect or approach], illustrating how their 

distinct cultural backgrounds and literary styles inform their interpretations of the theme. 

2.Aim 
To compare and contrast the depictions of [theme] by [author A] and [author B], highlighting their unique 

approaches and the influences of their respective contexts. 

3.Objectives 

1. To select representative works by [author A] and [author B] that address [theme]. 



2. To analyze the specific ways each author portrays [theme]. 

3. To identify similarities and differences in the thematic treatment and stylistic choices. 

4. To examine how cultural, historical, and personal factors shape each author’s depiction of [theme]. 

4.Research Methods 

1. Comparative Literary Analysis 
o Select key texts from both authors that address the theme. 

o Analyze each author’s approach, focusing on stylistic choices, narrative techniques, and thematic 

development. 

2. Thematic Framework 
o Define specific aspects of the theme to compare (e.g., perspective, tone, resolution). 

o Create a comparative chart or matrix to visually organize similarities and differences. 

3. Contextualization 

o Examine the historical and cultural contexts of both authors. 

o Investigate how these contexts shape their respective depictions of the theme. 

4. Intertextual Analysis 
o Look for direct or indirect references between the two authors' works. 

o Analyze how each author’s treatment of the theme might respond to or diverge from the other. 

5.Data Collection 

o Comparative Analysis Matrix: A structured table or spreadsheet to organize similarities and 

differences in thematic depictions. 

o Digital Texts: Access to the complete works of both authors (eBooks, PDFs) for direct comparison. 

o Textual Analysis Software: Similar to descriptive research, software like NVivo can facilitate the 

identification of thematic elements in both texts. 

o Scholarly Articles: Utilize academic databases to collect critiques and analyses of both authors' works 

that focus on the theme. 

6.Data Analysis 

o Comparative Matrix: A structured table (in Excel or Google Sheets) to organize and compare thematic 

elements side by side. 

o Content Analysis Software: Tools like ATLAS.ti can assist in analyzing and visualizing comparative 

data across both texts. 

o SWOT Analysis: Employ a SWOT analysis framework to evaluate the strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and threats of each author’s depiction of the theme. 

o Qualitative Analysis Methods: Apply narrative analysis techniques to explore how each author's 

unique style influences their portrayal of the theme. 

7.Expected Outcomes 

o A comparative analysis that highlights distinct portrayals of the theme, enriched by textual 

evidence and contextual understanding. 

8. Ethical Considerations 

1. Fairness and Balance: Ensure a balanced comparison that fairly represents both authors' works without 

bias or favoritism. 

2. Contextual Accuracy: Provide accurate historical and cultural contexts for both authors to avoid 

misinterpretations or oversimplifications. 

3. Respect for Authors’ Perspectives: Acknowledge the authors' backgrounds and intentions, being 

careful not to impose anachronistic or irrelevant interpretations. 

 



 

(c) Analytical: What techniques does [author] use to convey [message]? 

1.Statement of the Problem 

 

While [author] is recognized for their impactful storytelling, there is a lack of detailed analysis regarding the 

specific literary techniques employed to convey the central message of [message]. Understanding these 

techniques is essential for grasping the depth and nuance of the author’s work. This research will investigate the 

relationship between technique and message, revealing how form and content interact in the text. 

Hypothesis 1: The author employs a combination of [specific techniques, e.g., imagery, symbolism, and 

narrative structure] to effectively convey the message of [message], thereby enhancing the reader's engagement 

and understanding of the text. 

Hypothesis 2: The author utilizes a blend of [specific techniques, e.g., metaphor, foreshadowing, and character 

development] to convey the message of [message], enhancing the thematic depth and emotional resonance of 

the narrative. 

2.Aim 

To analyze the literary techniques employed by [author] to effectively convey the message of [message], 

enhancing the reader's understanding of the text. 

3.Objectives 

1. To identify key literary techniques used by [author] in [text]. 

2. To analyze how these techniques contribute to the development of [message]. 

3. To assess the impact of specific techniques on reader interpretation and engagement. 

4. To contextualize the techniques within the broader scope of [author]'s work and literary tradition. 

4.Research Methods 

1. Textual Analysis 
o Conduct a close reading of the text to identify specific techniques (e.g., imagery, symbolism, 

narrative structure). 

o Take detailed notes on how these techniques serve to convey the intended message. 

2. Literary Device Examination 

o Identify and analyze the use of literary devices such as metaphor, allegory, and irony. 

o Discuss how these devices contribute to the overall meaning of the text. 

3. Reader Response Criticism 
o Consider how different readers might interpret the techniques and messages. 

o Collect responses or critiques from various sources to understand diverse interpretations. 

4. Historical Contextualization 

o Research the author's background and the historical context in which the text was written. 

o Analyze how these factors may influence the techniques used and the messages conveyed. 

5.Data Collection 

o  Close Reading Notes: Detailed annotations and notes taken during a close reading of the text to 

identify specific techniques. 

o Literary Device Checklists: A list of literary techniques (e.g., metaphor, symbolism, irony) to 

systematically identify and record instances in the text. 

o Reading Journals: Personal reflections documenting insights on how techniques contribute to the 

message. 



o Peer Discussions: Engage in discussions or focus groups with peers to gather diverse interpretations 

and insights on the techniques used. 

6.Data Analysis 

o Literary Technique Checklist: Develop a checklist to systematically assess the presence and impact of 

specific literary techniques throughout the text. 

o Textual Analysis Software: Use tools like Voyant or AntConc for textual analysis to identify and 

visualize patterns in language and technique use. 

o Qualitative Coding: Employ qualitative coding methods to categorize and analyze passages that 

exemplify the techniques used to convey the message. 

o Peer Review and Feedback: Engage in discussions with peers or mentors to gain insights and 

alternative interpretations of the techniques employed.. 

7.Expected Outcomes 

o A comprehensive analysis of the techniques used by the author, demonstrating how they 

effectively convey the intended message. 

8. Ethical Considerations 

1. Attribution: Clearly attribute all techniques and insights to the author and recognize the contributions 

of other scholars whose work informs the analysis. 

2. Academic Honesty: Avoid plagiarism by ensuring that all borrowed ideas, phrases, or frameworks are 

properly cited. 

3. Reader Impact: Consider how the analysis of techniques may affect readers’ interpretations and ensure 

that it does not lead to harmful or misleading conclusions. 

 

 

(d) Theoretical: How does [theory] apply to the interpretation of [text]? 

1.Statement of the Problem: 

The application of [theory] to literary texts has gained traction in scholarly discussions, yet its specific 

implications for interpreting [text] remain insufficiently addressed. This study aims to explore how [theory] can 

illuminate the complexities of the narrative, character relationships, and thematic concerns, thereby enhancing 

our understanding of the text and contributing to broader theoretical discourse in literary studies. 

Hypothesis 1: Applying [theory] to the interpretation of [text] reveals that the underlying themes and character 

dynamics are significantly shaped by [specific principles of the theory], leading to a deeper understanding of 

[specific insight related to the text]. 

Hypothesis 2: Applying [theory] to the interpretation of [text] reveals that the complexities of [specific 

elements, such as character dynamics, themes, or narrative structure] can be understood through [theoretical 

framework], thereby uncovering new layers of meaning related to [specific insight]. 

2.Aim 

To investigate how [theory] can be applied to interpret [text], revealing deeper insights into its themes, 

characters, and narrative structure. 

3.Objectives 

1. To outline the key principles of [theory] and its relevance to literary analysis. 

2. To apply [theory] to specific passages in [text] to uncover hidden meanings. 

3. To analyze how [theory] enhances the understanding of character dynamics and thematic concerns. 



4. To contribute to the broader discourse on the applicability of [theory] in contemporary literary studies. 

4.Research Methods 

1. Theoretical Framework Development 
o Select a relevant literary theory (e.g., feminist, postcolonial, Marxist). 

o Outline the key principles of the theory and its implications for textual analysis. 

2. Textual Application 

o Apply the chosen theory to specific passages in the text. 

o Analyze how the theory enhances understanding of themes, characters, and narrative structure. 

3. Literature Review 
o Review existing scholarship that employs the chosen theory in relation to the text. 

o Summarize key arguments and identify gaps or opportunities for further exploration. 

4. Comparative Theoretical Analysis 

o Compare the application of the theory to the text with its application to other works. 

o Discuss how different texts might yield varied interpretations through the same theoretical lens. 

5.Data Collection 

o Theoretical Framework Outline: Create a structured outline of the chosen theory, including key 

concepts and principles to guide analysis. 

o Annotated Texts: Use annotation tools to highlight passages that illustrate the application of the theory 

within the text. 

o Scholarly Literature: Access academic databases to collect existing analyses that apply the theory to 

the text or similar texts. 

o Interviews or Focus Groups: Conduct discussions with experts or peers familiar with the theory to 

gather insights on its application. 

 

6.Data Analysis 

o Theoretical Framework Analysis: Create a framework or outline that aligns the principles of the 

chosen theory with specific elements of the text. 

o Annotated Bibliography: Compile an annotated bibliography of scholarly sources discussing the 

theory’s application, which can help identify key insights and interpretations. 

o Qualitative Analysis Software: Utilize tools like NVivo to code and analyze how different passages of 

the text correspond to theoretical concepts. 

o Discussion Forums: Participate in academic discussion forums or workshops to share findings and 

receive feedback on the theoretical interpretations of the text. 

7.Expected Outcomes 

o A thorough analysis demonstrating how the chosen theory applies to the text, revealing new 

insights and interpretations. 

8. Ethical Considerations 

1. Theoretical Appropriateness: Ensure that the chosen theory is suitable for the text and does not 

misrepresent the text’s themes or intentions. 

2. Contextual Sensitivity: Acknowledge and respect the historical and cultural contexts of both the theory 

and the text, avoiding anachronistic interpretations. 

3. Inclusive Perspectives: Be open to multiple interpretations and critiques of the theory applied, 

recognizing that literary analysis can be subjective and diverse. 
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