Lecture 07 : Structure of a Dissertation

a.General Structure

Cover Page

Includes the university's name, department, the dissertation’s title , your name, academic year, and the names
of your supervisor(s) and committee members.

Declaration

A declaration page is a critical element that affirms the integrity and authenticity of a thesis. Positioned at
the beginning of the document, it provides concise details regarding the authorship and originality of the work.
In this essence, this page serves as a formal statement of the author’s commitment to ethical standards and
acknowledges any contributions made toward the thesis. It is foundational to academic integrity, reinforcing the
credibility of the research presented. By clearly declaring the work as original and free from plagiarism, the
author upholds principles of honesty and demonstrates their dedication to maintaining scholarly standards.

An example of a declaration statement in a thesis could be: “I solemnly declare that this thesis is the result
of my research endeavors, conducted under the guidance of [supervisor's name]. All sources used have been
duly acknowledged and referenced according to the conventions of academic integrity and citation.”

Dedication

A dedication adds personal and emotional significance to one's work, enhancing its value. It can greatly
influence the author’s motivation and inspiration, driving them to work diligently and achieve their goals
effectively. Including a dedication at the beginning of a dissertation also adds a unique appeal, offering readers
insight into the writer’s thoughtfulness and creativity.

Acknowledgments

A brief section where you acknowledge individuals or institutions that helped with your research. Thanks
are limited to the supervisor, the co-supervisor, the discussion committee, the University and Faculty of Letters,
and the people who facilitated the researcher's task.

Here is the difference between dedication and acknowledgment in a dissertation (Owmen ,2021)

Dedication is the writer’s personal Acknowledgement is the recognition and
acknowledgement and appreciation for the appreciation of those people who supported the
people he values in life. writer in completing his dissertation.
It contains appreciation for family, friends, It contains thanks to the members, advisors, and
colleagues, and special people. individuals who helped complete the dissertation.
It has an emotional and personal value. It has a professional value.
It comes before the acknowledgment. It comes after the dedication.

Abstract

A concise summary of the dissertation’s main points, typically in Arabic and a foreign language (French or
English). An abstract summarizes, usually in one paragraph of 300 words or less, the major aspects of the entire
paper in a prescribed sequence that includes:

1) the overall purpose of the study and the research problem(s) you investigated,;

2) the basic design of the study;



3) Major findings or trends found as a result of your analysis;
4) a brief summary of your interpretations and conclusions ;and
5) Keywords: list around five words
Table of Contents

Lists all chapters and sections with corresponding page numbers. « A table of contents is an essential part
of any article, book, proceedings, essay, and paper with plenty of information. It requires providing the
reader’s guidance about the position of the content.” (Owmen,2021)

Dissertations can range in length from a few pages to several hundred, making it challenging to find
specific details. Instead of searching through the entire document, a table of contents serves as a helpful
roadmap, directing readers to the correct section and page.

List of Figures/Tables (if applicable).

The list of figures and tables is presented on a separate page in the dissertation to allow readers to easily
locate specific tables and figures of interest without having to search through the entire document.

List of Abbreviations/Glossary (if applicable).

This page includes the list of abbreviated words used in the body of the thesis. Abbreviations are frequently
used in all types of writing, including academic work. In dissertations, they often relate to the names of
organizations, institutions, theoretical models, and similar terms.

If your dissertation contains numerous abbreviations, it’s helpful to compile them into an alphabetically
organized list. This allows readers to easily understand any jargon or specialized terms that may be unfamiliar
to them.

A glossary

includes all the terms used in your dissertation whose meanings may not be immediately clear to readers.
Essentially, any term in your dissertation that isn’t likely to be familiar to those outside your field should be
included in the glossary. Since each discipline has its own specialized jargon, this list may contain many terms
that some readers might not have encountered before.

2. Core Sections

1.General Introduction:

o Present the research problem, objectives, and questions.
o Highlight the significance and relevance of the study.
o Provide a brief overview of the methodology.

1. 1. Overview

Introduce the topic of the thesis and present any theoretical background in around 2 to 3pages

1. 2. Statement of the Problem

Describe clearly and concisely the problem the study intends to bridge (a page or so). Address a current
topic or a topic with a scholarly addition. Statement of the problem or the thesis statement is the focal point of
the research and describes the issue or issues to be addressed. It provides the context for the research study and
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generates the questions the researcher needs to answer. The study should attempt to solve this problem and
present it through a new and different approach that benefits future scientific research.

1. 3. Purpose of the Study

Identify the purpose of the study and the objectives of choosing this topic. It tends to bridge the gap mentioned
in the statement of the problem (a page or so).

1. 4. Significance of the Study

Indicate the significance of choosing such a topic and the value of researching it (a page or so). The
significance of the study includes the addition the study provides in terms of knowledge and the benefits to
society (psychological, social, educational, economic ...). It sheds light on the original aspect in the thesis.

1. 5. Research Questions

The research questions are based on the statement of the problem. They should be specific, relevant and
time bound. They guide the flow of the thesis, thus, directing the search process towards a possible solution to
the problem. The research questions determine the "what", "how", "why", "when" or "where" (2 to 4 questions
are enough).

1. 6. Hypotheses of the Study

The hypotheses are statements that can be either proved or disproved. They are in direct link to the problem and
research questions.

1.7.Research Methodology

Present the research method and explain reasons for using it

1. 8. Structure of the Thesis

Describe the chapters of the thesis and the contents of each (a page or so).

2.Chapter One : Literature Review( The Theoretical Chapter)

o Discuss previous studies relevant to your topic.
o Establish a theoretical framework for your study.

Write a paragraph introducing this chapter and its content. This paragraph guides the reader to understand the
flow of this review.

The purpose of this section is to provide the justification for the research and to highlight the contribution
of the researcher. It covers what has been done on the topic in the parameters of the proposed theory and the
research questions proposed. The student should not only present what critics have said about the topic, but
respond to what has been said about it. The literature review should not provide a list of authors, their works or
ideas, but must be a critical evaluation of those authors' works and their significance to the study. Finally, the
researcher has to identify the gaps missing in the aforementioned body of criticism and determine how to bridge
them.

While writing the Literature Review, you need to avoid plagiarism. This can be achieved in four ways:
1)paraphrasing (rephrasing what the researcher has learned from the reference in his/her language while
preserving basic meaning), 2)quoting (copying exact words from the reference using quotation marks),
3)copying (of drawings, illustrations, data, and specialized images while respecting copyright, and obtaining
the necessary permissions) and 4)summarizing. When using these four ways, you need to use in-text citation.



2.1.Structure of the Literature Review

There is no single universally accepted structure for a literature review, which allows you to choose from
several approaches, such as thematic, chronological, methodological, or theoretical. However, before writing
your literature review, it’s crucial to determine which strategy works best for your research. For longer
literature reviews, you may even combine multiple approaches. For instance, you could explore different
themes in chronological order.

a. Theoretical

In this approach, you discuss key concepts, models, and theories to establish a theoretical framework. You
can either integrate different theoretical perspectives or analyze the relevance of a specific theory within your
research.

b. Methodological

A methodological approach involves comparing the findings of studies that use different research methods
across various disciplines. For example, you might observe differences between quantitative and qualitative
research results or categorize academic sources based on their respective fields, such as engineering and
science.

¢. Thematic

A thematic approach focuses on recurring themes and patterns in the literature. In this case, you organize
your literature review into subsections based on these themes. For instance, if your research topic is
« employment challenges faced by international students in the UK, » you could divide the review into themes
like legal status, language barriers, immigration policies, and economic conditions.

d. Chronological

The simplest approach is to trace the development of your research topic over time. However, rather than
merely listing and summarizing sources in order, focus on analyzing significant trends, turning points, and
debates that have shaped the field. Offer personal interpretation of why certain developments occurred and how
they impacted the topic.

2.2. Writing the Literature Review

Whether your literature review is part of a dissertation or a standalone assignment, it should be divided
into three main sections: an introduction, the main body, and a conclusion. The content of each section will
depend on the specific goals of the research.

3.Chapter Two :Methodology

o Explain the research methods used (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed).
Justify your choice of methodology, data collection tools, and analysis methods.

Start with a paragraph introducing this chapter and its content. It is necessary to determine the method(s)
used and the reason behind choosing this (these) method(s) that tend(s) to answer the research questions. This
chapter presents the tools that will be used by the researcher in the collection of data and the analysis of the
material. It usually has but not limited to the following subtitles.

The methodology serves as a detailed plan outlining how to conduct research. This is particularly
important for students required to submit their methodology chapter before beginning their research.



Methodology should connect to the literature review and clearly explain why you selected specific data
collection and analysis methods for research or dissertation.A typical methodology chapter includes the
following components:

e Research Design

o Philosophical Approach

o Data Collection Methods

e Research Limitations

« Ethical Considerations (if applicable)
o Data Analysis Methods

For those submitting their dissertation as a single document, the methodology should also address any
adjustments made during the research process. It’s significant to provide academic reasoning for each decision
made throughout the research.

3.1.Data Analysis

o Present your findings, analysis, and interpretation.
Engage with the literature and theoretical frameworks you presented earlier.

The basic purpose of data analysis, whether quantitative or qualitative, is summarizing a large body of
information, answering research questions, testing the validity of hypotheses, investigating potential
problems, and examinining the expected estimates.

Once you have collected and analyzed your data, you can begin writing the findings chapter of your
dissertation. This chapter is your opportunity to present the most significant results of your research and
connect them to the research questions or hypotheses outlined in the introduction.

If your dissertation involves primary data collection or experimental work, you may need to present your
findings separately before moving on to the discussion chapter.

However, if your dissertation is primarily descriptive, focusing on case studies or text analysis, an
independent findings chapter may not be necessary.

Tips:
> Always present your research findings in the past tense.
> The structure of the findings chapter will vary depending on the type of data collected and analyzed.
> Focus only on results that directly relate to your research questions or hypothesis. Avoid including
irrelevant findings.

4.General Conclusion

o Summarize key findings.
Provide answers to the research questions or hypotheses.
o Suggest potential future research areas or practical applications.

This section is a thorough overview of the research presented straightforwardly and clearly. The results
should be discussed and interpreted in light of a range of things: the overall results of the present study, the
relevant literature, the theoretical/conceptual framework used, the current study and previous studies. How do
the results of the current study conform, or vary, with previous literature? How does this affect feeds? The
wording of the extracts must be consistent with the strength of the supporting evidence. Some conclusions can
be formulated in decisive and confident language, while other conclusions require a language of probability,
possibility, or speculative



To sum up,the conclusion generally ties together the start of your research (including the introduction,
research problem, and research questions) with the findings and implications of your study. It is essential to
highlight the major findings and address the research questions raised in your work. Don’t shy away from
acknowledging any limitations of your research, as it is natural for any study to have some limitations.

4.1.Implications of the research

The implications of research refer to the potential effects, consequences, or applications that the findings
of a study might have beyond the specific context of the research itself. These implications can be significant in
various areas, such as theory, practice, policy, or future research.

Here are some key aspects of the implications of research:

1. Theoretical Implications: Research findings may contribute to existing theories or frameworks in the
field. They can support, challenge, or refine existing models, offering new insights or perspectives that
enhance understanding of the subject matter.

2. Practical Implications: Research can offer actionable insights that impact practice in a particular field,
such as education, healthcare, business, or technology. These implications might lead to new strategies,
interventions, or tools for practitioners.

3. Policy Implications: Research findings may have implications for policy development or change. The
evidence gathered can inform decisions made by policymakers, guiding legislative or regulatory
changes in areas like public health, education, or environmental protection.

4. Social Implications: Research can highlight societal issues or trends, providing a basis for addressing
social challenges. It may help to inform public debates, influence public opinion, or contribute to social
change.

5. Future Research Implications: Every study can open up avenues for further exploration. Researchers
often suggest future research directions based on their findings, which may involve studying new
variables, testing theories in different contexts, or using alternative methodologies.

In summary, the implications of research highlight the broader impact and potential contributions of the study,
extending its relevance to other areas beyond the immediate research scope.

4.2.Recommendations

In a research study, the recommendations section outlines suggested actions based on the findings of
your research. It serves as a link between the insights you've gained and their practical applications.
Recommendations take the results of your study and propose specific steps for using them to solve a problem or
enhance a situation. Additionally, you can propose new directions for future research, helping to build upon
your work and strengthen its credibility. For studies with real-world implications, recommendations provide
valuable, evidence-based guidance for policymakers or practitioners to consider.

There are different forms of recommendations in research. Some of them include the following. (Alvin,2024)

Methodology Suggests improvements to the research methods used in
Recommendations your field.

Topic Recommendations Highlights new areas of research within your broader topic.
Article Recommendations  Offers information on key articles or publications that provide
insights on your research topic.

Collaboration Suggest ways for researchers with different expertise to
Recommendations collaborate on future projects.

Here’s a comparison between Implications and Recommendations

Aspect Implications Recommendations

Definition The broader consequences or significance of the Specific, actionable suggestions based
research findings. on the research findings.
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Focus Explores the impact of the results on theory, practice, or  Focuses on practical steps or actions

policy. that should be taken.
Scope Addresses the big picture and overall meaning of the Provides concrete, narrow actions to
research. improve or solve issues.

Example A study shows a new teaching method improves student  Schools should implement the new
engagement, implying a shift in educational practices. teaching method in classrooms.
Purpose  To explain why the findings matter in a broader context. To offer guidance on what actions to
take next based on the study.
Outcome  Often leads to further questions or deeper Results in clear steps or strategies for
understanding. immediate implementation.

Reference List

In a dissertation, references refer to the sources and citations that support and validate the research.
They provide evidence, establish scholarly context, and acknowledge the works consulted throughout the study.
References typically include books, journal articles, websites, and other relevant publications cited within the
dissertation.

Writing a dissertation can be challenging, especially for those who haven’t done it before. It requires reviewing
relevant literature, analyzing past research, conducting surveys or interviews, and properly referencing the
information gathered from various sources.

Many students often find themselves unsure about which sources should be included and which should be
omitted. This confusion typically stems from a lack of understanding regarding which sources are credible,
reliable, and authoritative.

Appendices

An appendix (or appendices, in plural) is used to provide supplementary data relevant to your dissertation
research. The appendix section helps present background information related to your topic, including tables,
figures, and illustrations that are not directly tied to your research questions—thus preventing interruptions in
the flow of the main text—and ensures that the word count of your dissertation stays within the required limit.
This article explains the role of the appendix in a dissertation.

3. Formatting Guidelines

e Length: Typically, the dissertation is between 80 to 120 pages, but this may vary depending on your
university’s requirements.

e Font: Commonly, Times New Roman, size 12, for the body text. Footnotes or endnotes may be in size
10.

e Spacing: Usually 1.5 or double-spaced for the main body; single-spaced for block quotes or footnotes.

e Margins: Standard margins (2.5 cm) on all sides, unless specified otherwise by your institution.

e Page Numbers: Start numbering from the introduction, but the cover page and acknowledgments are
not numbered.

4. Citation Style

e Footnotes/Endnotes: You’ll need to follow a specific citation style, such as MLA (Modern Language
Association) or APA (American Psychological Association), as instructed by your department.

o Bibliography: This should list all sources cited in your dissertation. Follow the same citation style you
used for footnotes or in-text citations.
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Declaration

I hereby declare that the work presented in this thesis titled "'[Title of Your Thesis]", submitted in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Literature and civilization, is my own original
work. All sources of information used have been acknowledged and cited accordingly, and to the best of my
knowledge, no part of this thesis has been plagiarized or copied from other works.

This thesis has not been submitted, either in whole or in part, to any other university or institution for the award
of any degree or diploma.

I understand that any violation of the above terms may lead to disciplinary action and may result in the
cancellation of the degree awarded or other penalties as deemed appropriate by the university.

[Your Full Name]
[Your Signature]
[Date]
[University Name]
[Department of English]
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Abstract

1. Introduction/Context (1-2 sentences)
o Briefly introduce the topic of your research and its relevance within the field of literature and civilization.
o Mention any specific focus, problem, or gap your research addresses.

Example:
This thesis explores the representation of identity and post-colonial struggles in contemporary African literature,
focusing on how narrative techniques reflect cultural tensions.

2. Research Objectives (1-2 sentences)
o State the main objectives of your research. What are you trying to achieve or discover?
o Mention the specific authors, texts, or cultural phenomena you are examining.

Example:
The primary aim of this research is to examine the portrayal of national identity in the works of Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie and Ngiigi wa Thiong'o, with a focus on how their writing challenges post-colonial narratives.

3. Methodology (2-3 sentences)
o Outline the methods or theoretical frameworks used in your analysis.
o Mention any specific approaches (e.g., literary analysis, cultural theory, historical context) and how they
helped in your research.

Example:

This study employs postcolonial theory, particularly the works of Edward Said and Homi K. Bhabha, to analyze
themes of otherness, hybridity, and resistance. Close textual analysis was applied to key novels, including "Half
of a Yellow Sun" and "A Grain of Wheat."

4. Key Findings (3-4 sentences)
o Summarize the main findings or arguments of your research.
o Highlight any significant themes, patterns, or insights you discovered in the literature.

Example:

The analysis reveals that both authors use fragmented narratives and shifting perspectives to reflect the
complexities of post-colonial identity. Adichie's use of multiple narrators and Thiong'o's incorporation of oral
traditions illustrate a nuanced engagement with national and cultural memory.

5. Conclusions (1-2 sentences)
o Briefly state the implications of your findings and how they contribute to the field of literature and

civilization.
o Mention any recommendations for future research or how your work addresses the initial research
problem.
Example:

This research contributes to a deeper understanding of post-colonial identity in African literature, offering new
insights into how narrative form and content intersect to address cultural and political issues. Further research
may explore similar themes in other regions impacted by colonialism.

6. Keywords (Optional)
o List a few keywords that capture the essence of your research.

Example:
Post-colonialism, African literature, identity, narrative techniques, cultural memory.
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Structure of the Table of Contents

DG AT ATION. .. ettt ettt ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

o A statement declaring the originality of your work.

Dedication (OPLIONGI)........coiiiiiiii it

o A personal dedication to individuals or groups.

ACKNOWIBAGMENTS. .....ccvie ittt et et sr et sn b nneas

o A section where you thank those who helped in your research.

DT ACT . e e ——————————

o A concise summary of your research.

List of Figures (if applicable)..........oooiiiii e

o Alist of all figures used, with page numbers.

List of Tables (if @ppliCaDI)..........coiiiiiiii s

o Alist of all tables used, with page numbers.

Abbreviations (if aPPHCADIE).........ccui i

o A list of abbreviations and acronyms used in the thesis.

T ADIE OF CONEENTES. ...ttt e et et e e et e e e e e e et e e e et eeeeee e et reeaeeens

o The outline of all the sections and chapters in the thesis.

General Introduction

o 1 .Background of the Study..........cccooiiiiiicii s
1. Overview of the topic, context, and significance of the research.

o 2. Research Problem/Research Questions
1. Key issues or questions addressed in the research.
o 3. Objectives of the Study
1. The aims and goals of the research.
o 4 .Significance of the Study
1. Why this research is important.
5 .Research Methodology
1.Explain the choice of the method
.Scope and Limitations
1. What the research covers and any limitations it might have.
o 7. Structure of the Thesis
1. Brief outline of the remaining chapters.

(o3}

Chapter One: Literature Review(Theoretical Foundation)

o Introduction



1. Brief overview of the chapter.
1.1. Key Theories and Concepts
1. Discussion of relevant theoretical frameworks (e.g., post-colonialism, literary theory).
1.2. Previous Studies
1. Review of existing literature related to your research.
1.3. Gaps in the Literature
1. Identification of what is missing in the existing research and how your work contributes
to filling these gaps.
Conclusion
1. Summary of the main points from the literature review.

Chapter Two: Methodology

Introduction
1. Overview of the methodology chapter.
2.1. Research Design
1. How the research was structured (qualitative/quantitative, textual analysis, etc.).
2.2. Data Collection/Source Selection
1. Description of the texts, authors, or cultural materials analyzed.
2.3. Theoretical Framework
1. Discussion of the key theories or frameworks used to guide your analysis.
2.4. Analytical Methods
1. Explanation of the methods used to analyze the texts or data.
2.5. Ethical Considerations (if applicable)
1. Any ethical concerns related to your research.
2.6. Theme 1: [Title]
1. Analysis of the first key theme in your research.
2.7. Theme 2: [Title]
1. Analysis of the second key theme.
2.8. Comparative Analysis (if applicable)
1. Comparison between authors, texts, or cultural contexts.
Conclusion
1. Summary of the key findings in the analysis.

General Conclusion

o

1. Summary of Findings
1. Brief overview of what was discovered through the research.
2. Contributions to the Field
1. Discussion of how your research adds to the field of literature and civilization.
3. Implications for Further Research
1. Suggestions for how future research can build on your work.
4. Final Remarks

References/Bibliography

o

A complete list of all works cited in the thesis.

Appendices (if applicable)

o

Supplementary material (e.g., interview transcripts, extra data, or detailed charts) not included in
the main chapters.
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List of Tables

Table Number Table Title Nlljfrlwgt?er

Table 1.1 Demographic Distribution of Authors by Region 12
Table 1.1 Summary of Key Postcolonial Theories 24
Table 2.1 Texts Selected for Analysis in this Study 37
Table 2.2 Frequency of Cultural Themes in Selected Novels 42
Table 3.1 Comparative Analysis of Narrative Techniques 58
Table 3.2 Representation of Gender in African Postcolonial Texts 63
Table 4.1 Summary of Key Findings 78
Notes:

e Table Number: Tables are usually numbered according to the chapter (e.g., Table 1.1 is the first table
in Chapter 1).

e Table Title: Provide a concise, descriptive title for each table.

o Page Number: Indicate the page where the table appears in your thesis.
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Figure Number
Figure 1.1
Figure 2.1
Figure 3.1
Figure 3.2
Figure 4.1
Figure 4.2
Figure 5.1

Notes:

List of Figures

Figure Title
Postcolonial Framework: A Visual Representation
Theoretical Model of Hybridity in Postcolonial Texts
Map of African Literary Regions
Comparative Plot Structures of Key Novels
Character Relationships in "Half of a Yellow Sun*
Timeline of Historical Events in "A Grain of Wheat"
Schematic Representation of Research Findings

14
30
45
50
65
70
85

Page Number

o Figure Number: Figures are usually numbered according to the chapter (e.g., Figure 1.1 is the first
figure in Chapter 1).

o Figure Title: Provide a clear and concise title that describes the content of the figure.
o Page Number: Indicate the page where the figure appears in your thesis.
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Abbreviation
Al

CE

MLA

NGO
UNESCO
WHO

W.E.B.

Notes:

List of Abbreviations

Full Form

Artificial Intelligence

Common Era

Modern Language Association

Non-Governmental Organization

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
World Health Organization

William Edward Burghardt

« Abbreviation: List the abbreviations or acronyms in alphabetical order.
e Full Form: Provide the full form of each abbreviation or acronym.
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Glossary

Term Definition

A theoretical approach in literary and cultural studies that examines the impact of colonialism
and imperialism on cultures and societies.

A concept in postcolonial theory that refers to the mixing of cultures, identities, and traditions
in colonized societies.

The dispersion or spread of people from their homeland, often resulting in complex cultural
identities.

The practice of passing down stories, history, and knowledge through spoken word, often in
the form of folktales, songs, or chants.

The dominance of one group or ideology over others, often discussed in relation to cultural,
political, or economic power.

The process by which colonies gain independence from colonial powers and seek to reclaim
their cultural, political, and social identity.

A term used to describe marginalized groups in society, particularly those oppressed under
colonial rule, whose voices are often excluded from dominant narratives.

A framework that examines how various forms of social stratification, such as race, gender,
and class, intersect and contribute to unique experiences of oppression or privilege.

Postcolonialism
Hybridity
Diaspora

Oral Tradition
Hegemony
Decolonization
Subaltern

Intersectionality

Notes:

e Term: List the key terms in alphabetical order.
o Definition: Provide a concise and clear explanation or definition of each term.
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General Introduction

1. Opening Statement (1-2 paragraphs)
o Provide a general introduction to your research topic.
o Capture the reader’s interest and explain the broader significance of your study within the field
of literature and civilization.

Example:

The complexities of postcolonial identity have been a central concern in global literary studies. With
colonial histories still shaping societies across the world, literature provides a powerful means of
reflecting on the legacies of empire and the ongoing struggles for cultural, social, and political self-
definition.

2. Background and Context (2—-3 paragraphs)
o Provide historical and cultural context related to your research.
o Explain why your research topic is important, highlighting the social, political, and academic
context.
o Briefly mention key authors, works, or concepts that have influenced your research.

Example:

In the context of African literature, postcolonial themes are particularly prominent, reflecting the
historical impact of colonization on national identity, culture, and society. Works by authors such as
Chinua Achebe, Ngiigi wa Thiong'o, and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie provide important insights into
the struggles of postcolonial subjects. Despite significant scholarship, gaps remain in understanding the
intersection of gender and postcolonial identity in contemporary African narratives.

3. Research Problem or Questions (1-2 paragraphs)
o Clearly state the problem your research aims to address.
o Present the key research questions or objectives of your thesis.
o Briefly explain how answering these questions will contribute to existing knowledge in the field.

Example:

This thesis seeks to address the gap in postcolonial studies regarding the representation of gender in
African literature. Specifically, it focuses on how female protagonists in postcolonial African novels
negotiate their identities within a colonial and postcolonial framework. The research will explore the
works of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Ngiigi wa Thiong'o to understand the narrative strategies
used to portray gendered experiences in postcolonial contexts.

4. Research Aims and Objectives (1 paragraph)
o Outline the specific aims and objectives of your research.
o Define the scope and limitations of your study.

Example:

The main objective of this research is to analyze the portrayal of female postcolonial identities in
selected novels by Adichie and Thiong'o. This study will examine themes such as hybridity, resistance,
and the impact of colonial legacies on gender relations. The research will be limited to a comparative
analysis of two novels, “Half of a Yellow Sun” and “A Grain of Wheat.”

5. Significance of the Study (1-2 paragraphs)
o Explain the relevance and importance of your research to the field of literature, civilization, or
cultural studies.
o Discuss how your work will contribute to ongoing scholarly discussions or fill gaps in the
literature.



Example:

This study contributes to the growing body of research on gender and postcolonial identity in African
literature. While postcolonial theory has been extensively applied to the works of male authors, there is
a need for more critical attention to the role of women in postcolonial narratives. By focusing on the
experiences of female characters, this thesis will add a new dimension to the understanding of gendered
postcolonial identities.

Methodology Overview (1-2 paragraphs)
o Provide a brief summary of the research methods you will use.
o Mention the theoretical framework (e.g., postcolonial theory, feminist theory) and the analytical
approach (e.g., textual analysis, comparative analysis) you will adopt.

Example:

This research will employ a qualitative approach, focusing on textual analysis of selected novels by
Adichie and Thiong'o. The analysis will be framed through postcolonial and feminist theoretical lenses,
with a focus on narrative techniques, character development, and thematic elements related to gender
and identity.

. Thesis Structure (1 paragraph)
o Outline the structure of the thesis, summarizing what each chapter will cover.
o Give the reader a roadmap of what to expect in the following sections.

Example:

The thesis is structured as follows: Chapter 1 introduces the background and research problem.
Chapter 2 provides a review of the relevant literature on postcolonialism, gender, and identity. Chapter
3 outlines the research methodology. Chapter 4 presents the analysis of the selected novels, focusing on
the portrayal of gendered postcolonial identities. Finally, Chapter 5 concludes the study, summarizing
the key findings and suggesting avenues for further research.



Annex 11

1.

Literature Review Outline

Introduction to the Literature Review (1-2 paragraphs)
o Briefly introduce the scope and purpose of the literature review.
o Explain the key themes or topics you will address, and why they are relevant to your research.

Example:

This literature review explores the key debates in postcolonial studies, focusing on the representation of
identity in African literature. The section reviews theoretical frameworks on postcolonialism, as well as
the critical reception of novels by authors such as Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Ngiigi wa Thiong'o.

Historical and Theoretical Background (2-3 paragraphs)
o Provide an overview of the historical and theoretical context related to your research topic.
o Introduce the foundational theories that frame your study (e.g., postcolonial theory, identity
theory).
o Discuss seminal works and key scholars who have shaped the field.

Example:

Postcolonial theory, established by scholars like Edward Said (1978) and Homi Bhabha (1994), has
become a cornerstone for understanding the dynamics of power, identity, and culture in former
colonies. These scholars argue that colonialism creates hybrid identities that reflect the complexity of
cultural exchanges and struggles for self-definition.

Key Themes and Debates in the Literature (3-5 sections, depending on the scope)
o Break the literature review into thematic sections, each addressing a key aspect of your research
topic.
o Discuss the most significant findings, arguments, and debates within each theme.
o Highlight areas of agreement, disagreement, and gaps in the literature.

3.1 Postcolonial Identity and Literature

o Discuss how postcolonial identity is represented in literature, focusing on key concepts such as
hybridity, diaspora, and resistance.
o Explore how various authors portray national and cultural identities in postcolonial contexts.

Example:

Scholars such as Bill Ashcroft (2001) and Gayatri Spivak (1988) have argued that postcolonial
literature often reflects the complexities of identity formation in post-independence societies. Novels by
authors like Adichie and Thiong'o offer insights into how national identity is constructed, contested, and
refracted through narrative.

3.2 Narrative Techniques in Postcolonial Literature

o Explore how narrative techniques (e.g., multiple perspectives, fragmented narratives) are used to
reflect postcolonial themes.
o Discuss the role of language, storytelling traditions, and structure in postcolonial novels.

Example:

Adichie’s use of multiple narrators in "Half of a Yellow Sun" allows for a nuanced exploration of the
complexities of identity during and after the Nigerian Civil War. Similarly, Ngiigi wa Thiong'o employs
non-linear storytelling in "A Grain of Wheat" to highlight the fractures and tensions in post-
independence Kenya.

3.3 Colonialism and Cultural Memory



o Analyze how postcolonial texts engage with cultural memory and historical trauma.
o Address the role of memory in shaping collective identities and narratives of resistance.

Example:

Cultural memory plays a significant role in postcolonial literature. Scholars like Mbembe (2001)
suggest that colonial histories are often embedded in the memories of those who lived through them,
influencing both personal and collective identity. In works like "Things Fall Apart," Achebe portrays
how colonialism disrupts and reshapes traditional ways of life.

3.4 Gender and Postcolonial Identity

o Examine how gender intersects with postcolonial identity in literature.
o Discuss feminist postcolonial perspectives on representation and the role of women in
postcolonial societies.

Example:

Adichie’s "Americanah" offers a critical look at how gender shapes the experiences of postcolonial
individuals, particularly women, in both Africa and the diaspora. Feminist theorists like Chandra
Talpade Mohanty (2003) have argued that postcolonial identity is often gendered, with women'’s
experiences being marginalized in both colonial and postcolonial narratives.

Gaps in the Literature (1-2 paragraphs)
o ldentify gaps or areas where the existing literature is lacking or insufficient.
o Discuss how your research will address these gaps or contribute new insights to the field.

Example:

While much of the existing research on postcolonial literature focuses on African men’s narratives,
there is a need for more studies examining the experiences of women in postcolonial African fiction.
This research will contribute by focusing on the roles of female characters in the works of Adichie and
Thiong'o, with particular attention to the intersection of gender and identity.

Conclusion to the Literature Review (1 paragraph)
o Summarize the key points covered in the literature review.
o Reinforce the relevance of the literature review to your research questions and objectives.
o Briefly transition to your own research, which will build on the reviewed literature.

Example:

This literature review has outlined the major themes and debates within postcolonial studies, focusing
on identity, narrative techniques, and the role of memory. By addressing the gaps in gender-focused
analysis of postcolonial literature, this research aims to offer new perspectives on the works of Adichie
and Thiong'o, contributing to the broader discourse on African literature in a postcolonial context.

Notes:

Depth: The depth of each section depends on the scope of your research. Some sections may require
more detailed discussion if they are particularly relevant to your thesis.

Synthesis: Rather than just summarizing individual studies, aim to synthesize the literature, showing
how different scholars and works are related and how they have contributed to the field.

Structure: The literature review should be organized in a clear, logical manner, guiding the reader from
broader theoretical perspectives to more specific themes and issues related to your research.



Annex 12

1.

Methodological Chapter Outline

Introduction (1-2 paragraphs)
o Briefly introduce the purpose and importance of the methodological chapter.
o Provide an overview of the research design and approach.
o Mention the overall structure of the chapter.

Example:

This chapter outlines the methodology used in this research, detailing the approaches and techniques
employed to analyze the portrayal of gender in postcolonial African literature. The chapter begins with
an explanation of the research design, followed by a discussion of the data collection methods,
theoretical framework, and data analysis strategies.

Research Design (2-3 paragraphs)
o Describe the research design, explaining the approach taken (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed
methods).
o Justify why this design is suitable for answering your research questions.
o Explain whether your study is exploratory, descriptive, explanatory, or analytical.

Example:

This study adopts a qualitative research design, which is appropriate for exploring the complex
narratives and themes in postcolonial literature. A qualitative approach allows for a deep, contextual
understanding of the portrayal of gender in the selected novels. Given the focus on textual analysis, this
study is analytical in nature, aiming to examine the specific literary techniques and themes that shape
postcolonial identities.

Theoretical Framework (2-3 paragraphs)
o Discuss the theoretical framework guiding your research.
o Explain the key theories or concepts you are using (e.g., postcolonial theory, feminist theory,
critical race theory).
o Justify the choice of framework and explain how it is relevant to your study.

Example:

The research is grounded in postcolonial theory, specifically drawing on the works of Edward Said
(1978), Homi Bhabha (1994), and Gayatri Spivak (1988). Postcolonial theory provides a lens through
which to analyze the legacies of colonialism, particularly in relation to the construction of identity and
cultural memory. In addition, feminist postcolonial theory will be employed to examine the intersection
of gender and postcolonial identity in the works of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Ngiigi wa Thiong'o.

Selection of Texts (1-2 paragraphs)
o Describe the selection of texts used in your study.
o Justify why these particular texts were chosen and how they align with your research objectives.
o Provide any criteria for selecting the texts (e.g., themes, authorship, cultural significance).

Example:

This study focuses on two novels: Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s "Half of a Yellow Sun" and Ngiigi wa
Thiong'o’s "A Grain of Wheat." These novels were selected because of their prominent portrayal of
postcolonial identity and the impact of gender within postcolonial African contexts. Both authors
address themes of national identity, colonial resistance, and the aftermath of independence, making
them ideal for exploring the intersection of gender and postcolonialism.

Data Collection Methods (1-2 paragraphs)
o Explain the methods used to collect data (e.g., literary analysis, archival research, interviews).
o Ifapplicable, describe how you gathered primary and secondary sources.



o Discuss the role of any primary data (texts, interviews) or secondary data (critical articles,
historical records) used in your study.

Example:

The primary data for this research consists of the texts themselves: "Half of a Yellow Sun" and "A Grain
of Wheat." Secondary sources, including scholarly articles, books, and critical essays on postcolonial
theory and African literature, were also consulted to provide context and to support the analysis. The
texts were examined through close reading and thematic analysis to identify key motifs related to gender
and identity.

Data Analysis Techniques (2-3 paragraphs)
o Discuss how the data (literary texts, critical articles, etc.) will be analyzed.
o Describe the specific methods of analysis (e.g., thematic analysis, discourse analysis,
comparative analysis).
o Justify why these techniques are appropriate for your research objectives and theoretical
framework.

Example:

The analysis of the texts will be conducted through thematic analysis, identifying recurring themes
related to gender, identity, and postcolonialism. This involves close reading of the texts to examine how
female characters navigate their identities in postcolonial settings. Comparative analysis will also be
used to examine similarities and differences in the portrayal of gender across the two novels, focusing
on narrative techniques and character development. Additionally, discourse analysis will be employed
to explore how language reflects colonial and postcolonial power dynamics.

Ethical Considerations (1 paragraph)
o Discuss any ethical issues that arose during your research and how you addressed them.
o If your research involves human subjects (e.g., interviews), describe how you ensured ethical
standards (e.g., informed consent).
o Address how you ensured the integrity and credibility of your research.

Example:

As this study relies on literary texts and secondary sources, ethical considerations mainly pertain to
proper citation and intellectual honesty. All secondary sources were cited appropriately to avoid
plagiarism. Additionally, care was taken to interpret the texts with respect to their cultural and
historical contexts, ensuring that the analysis remained sensitive to the authors’ intentions and the
broader implications of postcolonial discourse.

Limitations of the Methodology (1 paragraph)
o Acknowledge any limitations or challenges in your research design and methodology.
o Discuss how these limitations might affect the scope or findings of your study.

Example:

A potential limitation of this study is its focus on just two novels, which may not fully represent the
diversity of postcolonial African literature. While this allows for a focused analysis, a broader study
encompassing more texts might offer additional insights into the representation of gender across
different postcolonial contexts. Additionally, the subjective nature of literary analysis means that
interpretations of themes such as identity and gender may vary.

Conclusion (1 paragraph)
o Summarize the key points discussed in the methodology chapter.
o Briefly restate why the chosen methodology is appropriate for your research.

Example:
This chapter has outlined the research design, theoretical framework, data collection methods, and
analysis techniques used in this study. A qualitative, analytical approach, guided by postcolonial and



feminist theories, is well-suited to explore the representation of gender in postcolonial African
literature. The following chapters will apply this methodology to analyze the selected novels and draw
conclusions about the intersection of gender and postcolonial identity.

Research Methodology Chapter Outline: Civilization Example

Introduction to the Methodology
o Briefly introduce the purpose of the methodology chapter.
o Explain why the chosen methods are appropriate for studying civilizations and their historical,
cultural, or intellectual impacts.

Example:

This chapter outlines the research methodology used in the study of the cultural, intellectual, and
political influences of Islamic civilization on medieval Europe. The study aims to explore how the
translation and dissemination of knowledge from the Islamic world contributed to the European
Renaissance. The methodology combines historical analysis, archival research, and a comparative
approach to trace the transmission of scientific, philosophical, and medical knowledge across cultures.

Research Design
o Describe the overall design of the research.
o Specify if the study is qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods and justify the choice based on
the research objectives.

Example:

This study adopts a qualitative research design due to the nature of the research questions, which focus
on understanding historical processes and cultural exchanges. By examining historical texts,
manuscripts, and scholarly works, the study seeks to analyze the intellectual influence of Islamic
civilization on the development of science and philosophy in medieval Europe. A comparative case
study approach is used to explore specific periods and key figures that exemplify these exchanges.

Data Collection Methods
o Explain the methods used to gather data. This could include archival research, primary texts, oral
histories, or artifacts. In the case of civilization studies, the data may also come from ancient
texts, historical documents, art, or archaeological findings.

Example:

Data for this study were collected from a combination of primary sources and secondary literature.
Primary sources include Arabic translations of ancient Greek and Roman texts, particularly the works
of Aristotle, Galen, and Ptolemy, which were later translated into Latin and influenced European
scholars. Secondary sources consist of historical analyses, scholarly articles, and books on the role of
Islamic civilization in shaping European intellectual thought.

Furthermore, the study incorporated archival research at key institutions such as the Bibliotheque
Nationale in Paris and the British Library, which house historical manuscripts and early printed
editions of texts that illustrate the flow of knowledge between the Islamic world and medieval Europe.

Historical and Comparative Methodology
o Discuss how historical and comparative methodologies are used to analyze the data, especially in
terms of comparing different civilizations or periods.

Example:

The research employs a comparative methodology, focusing on the intellectual developments in two
distinct regions: the Islamic world and medieval Europe. The comparative approach involves analyzing
specific works by Islamic scholars, such as Avicenna’s "Canon of Medicine" and Al-Khwarizmi’s works
on algebra, alongside European texts from the same period, such as those by Thomas Aquinas and



Roger Bacon. By comparing these texts, the study examines how Islamic intellectual contributions
influenced European thought in areas such as medicine, mathematics, and astronomy.

Additionally, the historical methodology is applied to trace the evolution of intellectual exchanges over
time. The study examines the timing of translations, the role of key translation centers such as
Baghdad’s House of Wisdom, and the impact these had on shaping Renaissance Europe’s intellectual
environment.

5. Textual Analysis
o Explain how primary texts, such as literary works, philosophical treatises, or historical
documents, are analyzed.
o Mention any specific analytical techniques, such as discourse analysis, content analysis, or
critical theory frameworks (e.g., postcolonial theory, feminist theory, or critical race theory) that
are applied to the texts.

Example:

Textual analysis is central to this study, particularly in examining the content and impact of translated
texts from Arabic to Latin. The analysis focuses on how Islamic philosophers interpreted Greek
philosophy and adapted it to their own intellectual traditions. For example, Al-Farabi’s interpretation
of Aristotle’s "Politics" will be analyzed through a close reading, exploring how his political ideas
contributed to later European political thought.

The study also applies discourse analysis to explore how the translations were framed in both the
Islamic and European contexts. By examining the language used in the translation and commentary of
key texts, the research assesses how knowledge was interpreted and transmitted across cultural
boundaries.

6. Case Study Approach
o Ifusing case studies, explain how they were selected and why they are relevant to your research
on civilization.
o Discuss the case study locations, time periods, or specific events that are examined in detail.

Example:

The study uses case studies of key intellectual centers and periods, such as the House of Wisdom in
Baghdad during the 9th and 10th centuries and the University of Paris during the 12th and 13th
centuries. The research investigates how the translation of Greek and Roman texts into Arabic at the
House of Wisdom laid the foundation for later intellectual exchanges between the Islamic world and
medieval Europe. The impact of these exchanges on the Renaissance period is examined through the
case study of key figures such as Averroes (Ibn Rushd) and his influence on European philosophers like
Thomas Aquinas.

7. Archival Research
o Discuss the role of archival research in your study of civilization. This may involve analyzing
historical documents, manuscripts, or artifacts that shed light on cultural exchanges, governance
systems, trade, or technological advancements in different civilizations.

Example:

In addition to textual analysis, archival research was conducted to examine manuscripts of key works
that were pivotal in the exchange of knowledge between Islamic and European civilizations. This
includes reviewing Latin translations of texts by Avicenna and Averroes, as well as records of the Royal
Library of Cordoba, which contained key scientific and philosophical works. Archival sources also
include letters, travel accounts, and correspondence between scholars in different regions that
document the intellectual exchanges between the two civilizations.

8. Limitations and Ethical Considerations



o Acknowledge any limitations in the research methods, such as access to primary sources,
potential biases in historical records, or challenges in translating ancient texts accurately.

o Discuss any ethical considerations involved in the research, especially if dealing with sensitive
or contested historical material.

Example:

One limitation of this research is the reliance on translations of original Arabic texts into Latin, which
may have introduced biases or misinterpretations. Although efforts were made to consult multiple
translations and commentaries, some nuances in the original Arabic texts may have been lost in
translation. Additionally, historical documents from certain periods, such as the early Middle Ages, are
scarce, and the available texts may reflect the perspectives of specific intellectual or religious groups,
thus limiting a more comprehensive view of the exchange of knowledge between civilizations.

Ethically, the study ensures that all historical sources are analyzed critically, acknowledging the
complex relationships and power dynamics between the Islamic world and medieval Europe,
particularly regarding colonial and imperial contexts.

9. Data Analysis Techniques
o Explain how the data collected will be analyzed. This could include thematic analysis, content
analysis, or statistical methods if quantitative data is involved.
o Discuss how findings will be categorized, compared, and interpreted.

Example:

Data analysis in this study will follow thematic analysis to identify key themes in the intellectual
contributions of Islamic scholars to European knowledge. Specific themes such as “mathematical
advancements,” “medical knowledge,” and “philosophical influences” will be coded and analyzed to
determine the extent of Islamic influence on Renaissance Europe. In addition, comparative content
analysis will be used to compare key intellectual texts from both Islamic and European traditions,
identifying commonalities and divergences in how knowledge was understood and applied.

10. Conclusion to the Methodology Chapter

e Summarize the key methods and why they were appropriate for answering the research questions related
to the study of civilization.

o Emphasize how the methodology will enable a comprehensive and in-depth understanding of the
research topic.

Example:

In conclusion, this methodology combines historical research, comparative case studies, and textual analysis to
examine the intellectual exchanges between Islamic and European civilizations. The use of archival sources
and scholarly texts allows for a nuanced understanding of how Islamic knowledge influenced the European
Renaissance. This approach provides a comprehensive framework for answering the research questions and
offers valuable insights into the role of cross-cultural exchanges in shaping global intellectual history.



Annex 13

Discussion of Findings Outline

1. Introduction to the Discussion (1-2 paragraphs)
o Provide an overview of what the chapter will cover.
o Restate the purpose of the research and briefly introduce the main findings.
o Highlight the importance of interpreting the findings in relation to the research questions.

Example:

This chapter presents a discussion of the findings from the analysis of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s
"Half of a Yellow Sun" and Ngiigi wa Thiong'o’s "A Grain of Wheat." The discussion will focus on how
these findings address the research questions related to the portrayal of gender in postcolonial African
literature. The chapter will also explore the implications of these findings in light of the existing
literature on postcolonialism and gender.

2. Summary of Key Findings (1-2 paragraphs)
o Summarize the key findings or results from the analysis in a clear and concise manner.
o Highlight the most important patterns, themes, or discoveries that emerged from the data.

Example:

The analysis revealed several significant themes regarding the representation of gender in the novels. In
both "Half of a Yellow Sun" and "A Grain of Wheat," female protagonists are portrayed as agents of
resistance, though their struggles with identity are deeply influenced by colonial and postcolonial
legacies. A recurring motif was the tension between traditional gender roles and the evolving roles of
women in the face of political upheaval and war.

3. Interpretation of Findings (2—4 paragraphs)
o Provide a detailed interpretation of the findings, explaining what they mean in the context of your
research.
o Connect your findings to the theoretical framework you used in your study (e.g., postcolonial theory,
feminist theory).
o Address the implications of these findings for your research questions and the field.

Example:

The portrayal of female resistance in both novels reflects the complex ways in which gender and identity
intersect within postcolonial societies. Adichie’s depiction of Olanna in "Half of a Yellow Sun"
illustrates how women’s roles during the Nigerian Civil War challenge conventional notions of
Sfemininity. Similarly, Ngiigi’s portrayal of Mumbi in "A Grain of Wheat" highlights the emotional and
psychological toll of gendered political activism. Both authors use female characters to critique the
ways in which colonialism shapes gender relations and the limitations imposed on women’s agency.

The findings suggest that, while both Adichie and Ngiigi portray women as central figures in the
struggle for self-determination, the authors also emphasize the ongoing tension between traditional
gender expectations and the necessity for women to assume roles of leadership and resistance. These
findings resonate with feminist postcolonial theory, particularly the ideas of Spivak (1988) and Mohanty
(2003), who argue that the postcolonial subject is often gendered and marginalized.

4. Comparison with Existing Literature (2-3 paragraphs)
o Compare your findings with existing research or theories discussed in your literature review.
o Discuss how your findings align with, challenge, or add to the existing body of knowledge in your
field.
o ldentify any discrepancies or surprising results and explain why they may have occurred.

Example:
The findings of this research align with the existing scholarship on postcolonial identity and gender,



particularly in works by Ashcroft (2001) and Bhabha (1994), which emphasize the hybridity of
postcolonial identities. However, the focus on female resistance in Adichie and Ngiigi's novels offers a
new perspective that broadens the scope of gendered experiences in postcolonial literature. While much
of the scholarship on postcolonialism has focused on male protagonists, this study highlights how
female characters engage with and negotiate their roles within national liberation movements.

One surprising result of the analysis was the prominence of maternal imagery in both novels, which has
been less emphasized in postcolonial feminist literature. In both works, motherhood is portrayed not
only as a nurturing role but as an active site of resistance, challenging traditional gender roles and
expectations. This finding suggests that the maternal experience is a powerful lens for understanding
the intersection of gender and postcolonial identity.

5. Discussion of the Research Questions (2—-3 paragraphs)
o Reuvisit your research questions and discuss how your findings answer or address each one.
o Explain how your study contributes to the understanding of these questions and the broader
academic discourse.

Example:

The first research question, "How are female characters portrayed in postcolonial African literature?"
is addressed through the depiction of characters like Olanna and Mumbi, who navigate complex social,
political, and gendered spaces. Both women are portrayed as complex, multi-dimensional characters
who challenge traditional gender norms while also being constrained by them.

The second question, "What is the role of gender in shaping postcolonial identities in the novels?" is
answered by showing how gender roles are both challenged and reinforced in the context of political
conflict. The novels suggest that gender is a critical factor in the formation of postcolonial identities,
influencing not only individual lives but also national narratives of resistance and identity.

6. Implications of Findings (1-2 paragraphs)
o Discuss the broader implications of your findings for the field of postcolonial literature, gender
studies, or cultural studies.
o Consider how your findings might influence future research, policy, or practice.

Example:

The findings of this study highlight the importance of integrating gender analysis into postcolonial
studies, particularly in the context of African literature. By examining female characters in postcolonial
novels, this research provides new insights into the ways in which gender and identity are negotiated
within the framework of postcolonial resistance. Future research might explore how gender is
represented in postcolonial literature from other regions, such as the Caribbean or South Asia, to see if
similar patterns emerge in the portrayal of female postcolonial subjects.

7. Limitations and Future Research Directions (1-2 paragraphs)
o Acknowledge any limitations of your study and how they may have impacted the findings.
o Suggest areas for future research based on your findings and the gaps that remain.

Example:

A limitation of this study is its focus on only two novels, which may not fully capture the diversity of
female experiences in postcolonial African literature. Future research could expand this analysis to
include more texts by different authors or examine the portrayal of gender in postcolonial literature
from other African countries. Additionally, future studies could investigate how contemporary African
writers portray gendered experiences in the context of globalization and neocolonialism.

8. Conclusion to the Discussion (1 paragraph)
o Summarize the key points discussed in the chapter.
o Restate the significance of the findings in answering the research questions and contributing to the

broader academic conversation.



Example:

In conclusion, this discussion has explored how the portrayal of gender in postcolonial African
literature offers a nuanced understanding of identity, resistance, and the legacies of colonialism. The
findings indicate that female characters in the works of Adichie and Ngiigi play crucial roles in the
construction of postcolonial identities, offering both critiques and challenges to traditional gender
norms. By contributing to the ongoing scholarly discussions on gender and postcolonialism, this study
provides a deeper understanding of how literature reflects and shapes the complexities of postcolonial
identities.

Discussion of Findings Outline: Civilization Example

1. Introduction to the Discussion (1-2 paragraphs)
o Briefly introduce the purpose of the chapter and provide an overview of the findings.
o Outline how these findings contribute to understanding the development of civilization in the
specific context of your research (e.g., Western, African, or Islamic civilizations).

Example:

This chapter discusses the findings of the research into the impact of Islamic civilization on the
development of science and technology during the Middle Ages. The study focused on key advancements
in astronomy, mathematics, and medicine, specifically examining how the Islamic Golden Age
influenced Europe’s Renaissance period. The discussion will also address how these findings contribute
to our understanding of the cultural exchanges between East and West during this period.

2. Summary of Key Findings (1-2 paragraphs)
o Summarize the most significant discoveries or patterns observed in your study of civilization.
o Highlight the central role of culture, economy, or political structures in shaping the civilization
under study.

Example:

One of the key findings of this research is that Islamic civilization made foundational contributions to
European scientific and intellectual advancements, particularly through the translation of Greek and
Roman texts into Arabic and the development of new ideas. Key figures such as Avicenna and Al-
Khwarizmi advanced medical and mathematical knowledge that was later absorbed by European
scholars. Furthermore, the integration of advanced irrigation techniques from the Islamic world
significantly boosted agricultural productivity in the Mediterranean.

3. Interpretation of Findings (2—4 paragraphs)
o Provide a detailed interpretation of the findings, examining the cultural, social, and political
implications.
o Discuss the relationship between your findings and the broader narrative of the development of
civilizations.
o Link your findings to theoretical frameworks (e.g., cultural diffusion, modernization theory, or
civilization as a progressive process).

Example:

The findings suggest that the Islamic Golden Age was not a period of isolated intellectual activity but
one of dynamic cultural exchange between the East and the West. The integration of Islamic scholarship
into European thought during the Middle Ages helped lay the groundwork for the scientific revolution of
the 16th century. The transmission of knowledge via translations—such as the Arabic versions of
Aristotle’s works—demonstrates a clear pattern of intellectual diffusion, which challenges traditional
Western narratives of scientific progress as a solely European achievement.

In interpreting the impact of Islamic civilization, it becomes evident that the contributions of Islamic
scholars were crucial in shaping Western intellectual thought. This finding aligns with Edward Said’s



concept of "Orientalism” (1978), which critiques the Western tendency to view the East as a static and
backward civilization. Instead, this research presents the East as a vibrant contributor to the
development of global civilization, offering a more nuanced perspective on the historical exchange
between these two worlds.

4. Comparison with Existing Literature (2-3 paragraphs)
o Compare your findings with previous research on civilization and historical exchange.
o Discuss how your findings align with or challenge existing theories or interpretations about the role
of specific civilizations in world history.

Example:

The findings of this research corroborate existing literature on the role of Islamic civilization in the
transmission of knowledge to Europe. Works by historians such as George Saliba (2007) and Dimitri
Gutas (2001) have highlighted the importance of Arabic translations in preserving ancient Greek
philosophy and scientific knowledge. However, the findings challenge the more traditional view
presented by historians like Joseph Needham, who often emphasized Chinese contributions to scientific
knowledge in his study of the "Science and Civilisation in China" series. By focusing on the Islamic
world, this study shifts the focus back to a civilization that has been overlooked in the broader narrative
of scientific progress.

5. Discussion of the Research Questions (2—-3 paragraphs)
o Reuvisit your research questions and discuss how your findings address each one.
o Show how the findings contribute to answering these questions in the context of the development of
civilization.

Example:

The first research question, "How did Islamic scientific advancements influence European thought
during the Middle Ages?" is answered by demonstrating the central role of translated texts, which
served as a conduit for the transmission of Greek, Roman, and Islamic knowledge to the European
Renaissance. The second research question, "What role did Islamic intellectual centers such as
Baghdad and Cordoba play in the preservation and advancement of knowledge?" is addressed by
examining how these cities served as hubs of intellectual exchange, attracting scholars from across the
world and creating a vibrant environment for scientific discovery.

6. Implications of Findings (1-2 paragraphs)
o Discuss the broader implications of your findings for the study of civilization, particularly regarding
intercultural exchange and the development of global history.
o Explain how these findings could impact future research on similar topics or help challenge
preconceived notions about the development of civilizations.

Example:

This research suggests that the history of science and technology should be viewed not as a series of
isolated national achievements but as a continuous and interconnected process shaped by multiple
civilizations. The findings challenge the Eurocentric view that often marginalizes non-Western
contributions to knowledge. By acknowledging the intellectual vibrancy of Islamic civilization and its
impact on the European Renaissance, this study underscores the importance of intercultural exchange
in the evolution of global civilization.

Future research could explore the extent to which other civilizations, such as Indian and African,
influenced the development of the global scientific tradition, further enriching the understanding of
cross-cultural exchanges. This could lead to a more inclusive view of world history, highlighting the
contributions of civilizations that have traditionally been underrepresented in Western narratives.

7. Limitations and Future Research Directions (1-2 paragraphs)
o Discuss the limitations of your study, such as the scope of the texts or sources analyzed.
o Suggest areas for future research that could expand upon your findings.



Example:

One limitation of this research is its focus on the influence of Islamic civilization on Europe, which does
not fully explore the reciprocal influences between the two regions. While this study highlights the
impact of Islamic thought on European science, future research could examine how European scholars
adapted and modified Islamic ideas to fit their own cultural contexts. Furthermore, a comparative study
of the impact of other civilizations—such as those of India and China—on the development of global
knowledge could offer a more comprehensive understanding of the history of scientific thought.

8. Conclusion to the Discussion (1 paragraph)
o Summarize the key points discussed in the chapter and restate the significance of your findings.
o Conclude by emphasizing the importance of understanding the global exchanges that have shaped
civilization.

Example:

In conclusion, the discussion of these findings has shown that the intellectual exchanges between
Islamic and European civilizations were crucial in the development of Western science and philosophy.
By focusing on the Islamic Golden Age, this study offers a deeper understanding of the role non-
Western civilizations have played in shaping global history. The findings of this research contribute to a
more inclusive narrative of world civilization and underscore the importance of intercultural dialogue
in the development of human knowledge.



Annex 14

General Conclusion Outline

1. Introduction (1-2 paragraphs)
o Briefly restate the research problem or central question your thesis addressed.
o Summarize the overall aim of your research and why it was important within the field of literature
and civilization.

Example:

This thesis sought to explore the representation of postcolonial identity in contemporary African
literature, focusing on the works of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie and Ngiigi wa Thiong'o. By analyzing
the narrative strategies and themes within their novels, the research aimed to understand how these
authors reflect and challenge postcolonial realities.

2. Summary of Key Findings (2-3 paragraphs)
o Highlight the main findings or arguments from each chapter.
o Emphasize how these findings contribute to answering your research questions or achieving the
research objectives.

Example:

The analysis revealed that both authors employ fragmented narratives to express the complexities of
identity in postcolonial societies. Adichie's use of multiple perspectives and Thiong'o's incorporation of
oral traditions were found to offer nuanced critiques of national and cultural identity formation.

3. Contributions to the Field (1-2 paragraphs)
o Discuss the broader significance of your findings. How does your research contribute to the field of
literature and civilization?
o Explain how your work addresses gaps in the literature or advances theoretical debates (e.g.,
postcolonial theory, identity studies).

Example:

This research contributes to the growing body of literature on postcolonial identity, offering new
insights into how narrative form can be used to reflect cultural and political tensions. It also adds to the
understanding of African literature’s role in shaping postcolonial discourse.

4. Limitations of the Study (1 paragraph)
o Acknowledge any limitations or challenges encountered in your research.
o Mention areas where the scope was restricted (e.g., limited selection of texts, specific theoretical
focus).

Example:

While this thesis focused on a select number of African authors, a broader comparative study including
writers from other postcolonial regions could provide further insights. Additionally, the analysis was
limited to literary texts, excluding other cultural forms such as film or oral narratives.

5. Implications and Recommendations for Future Research (2—3 paragraphs)
o Discuss the implications of your findings for future studies. How can other researchers build on your
work?
o Suggest areas where further research is needed, either to expand on your findings or to explore
related questions.

Example:
Future research could explore the role of oral traditions in postcolonial narratives across different
cultures or examine the representation of postcolonial identity in contemporary African cinema.



Comparative studies between African literature and literature from other formerly colonized regions
could further enrich the field.

6. Final Thoughts (1 paragraph)
o End with a concluding remark that brings closure to your thesis.
o Reaffirm the importance of the research and its potential impact on the study of literature and
civilization.

Example:

In conclusion, this thesis demonstrates the power of literature to reflect, challenge, and reshape
postcolonial identities. The works of Adichie and Thiong'o serve as a testament to the enduring
relevance of African literature in global cultural conversations.
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