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/ To travel hopefully is a better thing than to arrive, and thﬁ\.
true success is to labour. '

(Robert Louis Stevenson)

The City of ELT

Once upon a time there was a city called ELT. The people of ELT led a
comfortable, if not extravagant, life, pursuing the noble goals of literature and
grammar. There were differences, of course: some people preferred to call
themselves EFL people, while others belonged to a group known as ESL. But the
two groups lived in easy tolerance of each other, more united than disunited.

Now it happened that the city was surrounded by high mountains and legend
had it that the land beyond the mountains was inhabited by illiterate and savage
tribes called Scientists, Businessmen and Engineers. Few peopile from ELT had
ever ventured into that land. Then things began to change. Some of the people in
ELT became restless. The old city could not support its growing population and
eventually some brave souls set off to seek their fortune in the land beyond the
mountains. Many in ELT were shocked at the prospect. It was surely no place for
peopie brought up in the gentie landscape of English literature and language,

But, as it turned out, the adventurers found a rich and fertile land. They were
welcomed by the local inhabitants and they founded a new city, which they called
ESP. The city flourished and prospered as more and more settlers came. Soon
there were whole new settlements in this previously uncharted land. EST and EBE
were quickly followed by EAP and EOP (the latter confusingly also known as EVP
and VESL). Other smaller groups took on the names of the local tribes to found a
host of new towns called English for Hotel Staff, English for Marine Engineers,
English for Medical Science and so on. A future of limitless expansion and
prosperity looked assured.

But as with all things the reality proved less rosy. A number of people at the
frontiers were forced to abandon their settlements and return to the larger cities.
Many settlers, who had come to the newly developed land because ELT could no
longer provide them with a living, longed for the comforts and certainties of the
old city. Others were confused as to where their loyalties lay: were they still
citizens of ELT? Was EAP an independent city or a suburb of ESP? Did the people
of English for Medical Science owe allegiance to EAP, EOP or ESP? Worst of all,
there were even examples of groups from ELT being transported against their will
1o the new territories. Added to all this, the Scientists, Businessmen and ather
tribes were becoming more demanding. Some began to resent the interference of
the settlers in their area; others complained that the promised benefits had not
materialised. The future in short began to look, if not gloomy, then a little
confused and uncertain for the brave new world of ESP.



Introduction

Which brings us to this book. It will, we hope, serve as a guide to all
present and future inhabitants of ESP, revealing both the challenges and
pleasures to be enjoyed there and the pitfalls to be avoided. But first let
us take a moment to explain the title we have given to the book, for
in doing so, we will not only explain our reasons for writing it, but will
also be able to present a plan of the itinerary we shall follow. What,
then, is a learning-centred approach to ESP?

ESP, like any form of language teaching, is primarily concerned with
learning. But it is our view that in its development up to now, ESP has
paid scant attention to the question of bow people learn, focussing
instead on the question of what people learn. It has, in other words, been
language-centred in its approach. We would not wish to dismiss this
language-centred approach. It has provided some very important insights
into the nature of specific language needs. However, we feel that, if it
is to have any real and lasting value, ESP must be founded in the first
instance on sound principles of learning, and it is with this purpose in

view that we have proposed a learning-centred approach to ESP. In.the

following pages we shall explain what this shift in focus entails for the
ESP practitioner.

The book is divided into four sections (see figure 1).
Section 1 is an overview of the origins and development of ESP and
considers the question of how ESP fits into the general landscape of
English Language Teaching.
Section 2 looks at basic principles and techniques in course design. How,
in other words, do you create a course to fit the needs of a particular
group of learners?
Section 3 is concerned with the practical applications of the course design
in the form of a syllabus, materials, methodology and assessment. Put
briefly, having completed your course design, what do you do with it ?
Section 4 considers the role of the ESP teacher and provides information
about resources to help the teacher. -

The book is intended to be very much a practical guide, and to this
end we have supplied a number of Tasks at the end of each chapter.
These are to get you thinking about the issues that are raised in that
section and, in particular, to help you relate our necessarily general
points to your own specific situation. If you are concerned with teacher-
training, these tasks may also be useful as workshop or seminar
activities. Although they are placed at the end of the chapter, they
can often be more valuable if done before reading the chapter itself.

Your guide, route and mode of travel presented, it remains only to
wish you an interesting and enj oyable journey,
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Introduction

SECTION 1: ESPis
WHAT IS ESP? based on designing
courses to meet
learners’ needs

o SECTION 2: What does course
ﬁl{é} COURSE DESIGN design involve?

L

d\é\g@?; g Mode[s Needs
language of learning analysis
' ¥
Approaches to
course design
A
4
SECTION 3: : How do you use
APPLICATION a course design?
Syllabus Materials Materials
design evaluation design Methodology

N/ /
Evaluation

SECTION 4: What is the role
THE TEACHER of the ESP
teacher?

Orientation Resources

Figure 1: Outline of A learning-centred approach to ESP*







Sectiont Whatis ESP?

( Particulars are not to be examined till the whole has been
surveyed.)

«wiai~ - (Dr Samuel Johnson: Preface to Shakespeare)

Mmfwﬁ_ll__)mumm@ition of ESP.
But rather than give a straight answer now to the question ‘What is
ESP?’, we would prefer to let it gradually emerge as we work throu

“the section. Let us begin instead with a simpler question: ‘Why ESP?’
After all, the English Langunage world got along well enough without
it for many years, so why has ESP become such an important (some might

say the most important} part of English language teaching? In the
foHowmg three chaptcrs we _shall bneﬂy survey the factors wl'uch lcd o

Z we shall look in greater detail at the elements we outline in this
section.”

* It is our intention here only to establish the background for the concepts and procedures we
wish to present in this book. For a thorough and detzulcd explanadion of the development of
ideas and practices in ESP, we would recommend Ep:sodes in ESP by John Swales (Pergamon,
1985).



1 The origins of ESP
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We will now discuss in a little more detail the struggle for
existence.

(Charles Darwin: The Origin of Species)

;.

As with most developments in human activity, ESP was not a planned
and coberent movement, but rather a phenomeiion that grew ot 6f a
number of converging trends. These trends have operated in'a variety—
of ways around the world, but we can identify three main reasons

| common to the emergence of all ESP. i
_\1 The demands of a Brave New Worll‘c\ii_'_ A

The end of the Second World War in 1945 heralded an age of enormous
and unprecedented expansion in scientific, technical and “econsiic
activity on an intérnational scale. This expansion created a world unified
and dominated by two fordes technology and commerce — which in

their relentless progress soon generated a demand for an international
language. For various reasons, most notably the economic power of the
United States in the post-war world, thisrole fell t5 English.

The effect was to create a whole new mass of people wanting to learn
English, not for the pleasure or prestige of knowing the language, but
because Enghishrwas the key ro the international currencies of technology

id commerce, Previously the reasons for learning English (or any other
language) had not been well defined. A knowledge of a foreign language
had been generally regarded as a sigd of 4 well-founded education, but
few had really questioned why it was necessary. Learning a language

S, $0 to speak, its own justification. But ‘as English became the

| accepted international language of technology an commerce, it Created - -

'\ a new generation 6f learners who knew specifically why they were

Icarning 3 langiage - busifiéssmen and -women who wanted £ Sell their

| produtts, mechanics who had to read instruction manuals; doctors who.
neéded t5 keep up with developments in their field and a whole range f

students, whose course of study included textbooks and journals only

available in English. All these and many others needed English and, most

importantly, they knew why they needed it.

BT
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This development was acg_:elerated by the Ol Crises of the early 1970s,

which re res ulted in a masswe ﬂow of funds and” Westem expertlse into *:

‘comtmercial pressures began to exert an influence. Time and. _money

constraints creatcd a need for cost—effectwe courses wfthﬁe’ie'arly deﬁnea
goals. TOTNES  ta AGiEe. T
“The’ general cffect of all this deve}opment was to exert pressure on

to _Ehe wishes, | gﬂeegs_ and de_r_r;g_nds of pecfple “other than’ language ;
teachers. English had become accountable to the scrutiny of the wider

* world and the traditional leisurely and purpose-free stroll through the
landscape of the English language seemed no longer appropriate in the

harsher realities of the market place.

S 2 Arevo!utlon mlmguxstles Y
. g S
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. At the same time as the demand was growing for English courses tailored
~ to specific needs, influential new ideas began to emerge in the study of
. language. Traditionally the aim of linguistics had been to describe the
¢ rules of English usage, that is, the grammar. However the gex_&t_stnggs
“i shifted attention away from deﬁmng the formal features of language
e g usage to dlscovcnng the ways in which language is actually used in real ~
. communication (Wlddowson, 1978). Orie ﬁndmg of this fesedrch was -
that the language we speak and Write varies considerably, and in a
number of different ways, from one context to another. Ig_Eng]ish
- language teaching this gave rise ro the view that there arg important :
differences between, say, the English of commerce and that of engineering.
These ideas married up paturally with the development of English
_Gourses for ¢ spccxﬁc groups of learners. The idea was simple: if language
" varies from one situation of use to another, it should be possible to
‘ determme the features of spec1ﬁc sxtuatlons and then make these features
ey the basis of the léatriers” coiirse. ™"~ - —
- Swales (1985) présénts an article by C. L. Barber on the nature of
Scientific English which was published as early as 1962. But ir was the
late 1960s and early 1970s which saw the greatest expansion of research
intg the nature of particular varieties of English — for example, descnp—
tions of written scientific and technical English by Ewer and Latorre
_ (1969); Swales (1971), Selinker and Trimble (1976) and others. Most of
%@ the work at this time was in the area of English for Science and -
Technology (EST) and for a time ESP and EST were regarded as almost

synonymous. But there were studies in other fields too, such as the
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analysis of doctor-patient communication by Candlin, Bruton and

Leather (1976). @
In short, the view gained ground that the English needed by a

particular group of learners could be ‘identified by analysing the

linguistic characteristics of their specialist area of work or study. ‘Tell @

me what you need English for and I will tell you the English that you

‘need’ b"EEﬁﬁfé"fh‘é?g“ﬁidm”g"ﬁfiﬁ"éiﬁlé'iifESP.’V'_‘ T e e

. 13 Focus on the learner

New developments in_educational _psychology also contributed to the
rise of ESP, h}{acmpﬁh@gisingﬁ;ﬁgfgjjgnportance of the learners and
their attitudes to learning (e.g. Rodgers, 1969). Learners were seen to
have different needs and interests, which would have an important
influence on their métivation to learn and therefore on the effectiveness
Of their” [earnifig. This lent support to-the development of courses n
which “relevance’ to the learners’ needs and interests was paramoGnt.”
The standard way of achieving this was to take fexts from the learers
specialist area - texts about Biology for Biology students ete. The™
assumption underlying this approach was that the clear relevance of the ~

5

_English_course to_their needs would improve the learners’ motivation

and thereb}_fﬁ_t_;ll_a}cehlf_:wzifﬁihg better and faster. - i/

- The.grawth of ESP, then, was brought about by a combination of three..
' important factors_:_qﬁc.mggansjon.of demand for English to suit particular E
" needs and developments®in the fields of linguistics and educational -
. psychology. ‘All three factors scemed to point towards the need for
~__increased specialisation in language learning. :

A
j, '\h .
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Taé)ks

r Why was ESP introduced in your country: or teaching institution?
What kinds of ESP are taught?

@\‘ Tell me what you need Engli-sh for and [ will tell you the English.

“" that you need’ (p- 8). How justifiable do you think this claim is for
ESP?

3 ‘The clear relevance of the English course to their needs would

improve the learners’ motivation and thereby make learning better
and faster’ (p. 8). '

a) Give three ways in which ‘relevance’ can be achieved.
b) In what ways can motivation affect language learning ? %




2 The development of ESP
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The best laid schemes o’ mice and men
Gang aft a-gley.

{Robett Burns)

From its early beginnings in the 1960s ESP has undergone three main
phasés of dévelopment. It is now in a fourth phase with a fifth phase

starting to emerge. - We'shall describe each of the five phases in greater
detail in later chapters, but it will provide a useful. perspective to give

a brief summary here. It should be pointed out first_of all that ESP is_
not a monolithic universal phenomenon. ESP_has developed at different
speeds in different countries, and examples of all the approaches we shall
describe can be found operating somewhere in the world at the present
time. Our summary must, therefore, be very general in its focus,

It will be noticeable in the following overview that one area of activity
has been parsicularly important in the development of ESP. This is the
area usually known as EST(English for Science and Techfiology). Swales
(1985} in fact uses the development of EST to illustrate the development -
of ESP in general:

“With one or two exceptions.. . English for Science and Technology has always
set and continues to set the trend in theoretcal discussion, in ways of analysing
language, and in the variety of actual teaching materials.’

We have not restricted our own illustrations to EST in this book, but

we still need to acknowledge, as Swales does, the pre-eminent position
of EST in the ESP story.

1 The concept of spgoial language: register analysis

This stage took place mainly in the 1960s and early 1970s and was
associated in particular with [the work of Peter Strevens {Halliday,
Mclntosh and Strevens, 1964), Jack Ewer (Ewer and Latorre, 1969) and
John Swales (xg71). Operating on the basic principle that the English
of, say, Electrical Engincering constituted a specific register different
from that of, say, Biology or of General English, the aim of the analysis

-
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What is ESP? ' @

was to identify the grammatical and lexical features of these registers.
Teaching materals then took these linguistic featiires a3 theit syllabis. ™
A good example of such a syllabus is that of A Course in Basic Scientific
English by Ewer and Latorre (2969) (see below p. 26).

In fact, as Ewer and Latorre’s syllabus shows, register analysis ",
revealed that there was very little that was distinctive in the sentence /

/
grammar of Scientific English beyond a tendency to favour particular:

forms'such as the present simple tense, the passive voice and nomipal |
compounds. It did not, for example, reveal any forms that were not
found in General English. Bur we must be wary of making unfhir™
criticisi.” Althoiigh there was an academic interest in the nature of g
registers of English per se, the main motive behind register analyses such
as Ewer and Latorre’s was the pedagogic one of making the ESP course
more relevant to learners’ needs. The aim was to produce a syllabus
which gave high priority to the language forms Students would meet in ”
their Science studiés ad in_turn would give low priority to forms they
would not meet. Ewer and Hughes-Davies (x971), for example, compared =
the language of the texts their Science students had to read with the
language of some widely used school textbooks. They found that the
school textbooks neglected some of the language forms commonly fouiid

in Science texts, for example, compound nouns, passives, conditionals,
anomalous finjtes (i.e. modal vérbs). Their conclusion was that the ESP ™
coursé should, therefore, give precedeérice to these forms. o

2l
L il

B
Z

Eoe
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2 Beyond the sentence: rhetorical or discourse

analysis g'g
There were, as we shall see, serious flaws in the register analysis-based @
syllabus, but, as it happened, register analysis as a research procedure

was rapidly overtaken by developments in the world of linguistics.
Whereas in the first stage of its development, ESP had focussed on

language at the siterice Ievel; the $eiond phase of developinent shifted™
arrention to the level above the sentence, as ESP became closely involved ™

wjg_'g_h_:twﬂg_qmcrgiﬁéfﬁeld‘"afia'iﬁaﬁtscdQLIIPEEQE@@J_M{I‘_I&IXSjs. The leading ™
lights in this movement were Henry Widdowson in Britain and the )
so-called Washington School of Larry Selinker, Louis Trimble, John /
Lackstrom and Mary Todd-Trimble in the United States. ’

The basic hypothesis of this stage is succinctly expressed by Allen and %
Widdowson (1974):

*We take the view that the difficulties which the students encounter arise not so
much from a defective knowledge of the system of English, but froman ~ _ -
unfamiliarity with English use, and that consequently their needs cannotbe
met by a course which simply provides further practice in the composition of %

10
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sentences, but onI@Yﬂeﬂhichdevelopsma_lgqunggl_ge of how séntences are

used in the performance of different communicative acts.’ o T LT
m——— G 1Y ;_,1..1\-"&-‘15—»“" "
L . Ching sy
+ Register analysis had focussed on sentence gramumar, but now attention .4
»shifred to understanding how sentences were combiried i discoiirse to
¢ m—— < e g . .
produce meaning. The concern of résearch; therefore;waS"tO‘Idennfy -
the otganisational patterns in texts and to specify the linguistic means
by which these patterns are signalled. These patterns would then form
the syllabus of the ESP course. The Rhetorical Process Chart below (from
EST: A Discourse Approach by Louis Trimble (1985)) is representative
of this approach: N i -0
PP gt

Lovef Description of lovel s T

A. The objectives of the total discourse
EXAMPLES: 1. Detailing an experiment
2. Making a recommendation
3. Presenting new hypotheses or theory
4. Presenting other types of EST information
B. The gensral rhetorical functions that develop the objeclives of
Lovel A
EXAMPLES: 1. Stating purpose
2. Reporting past research
3. Stating the problem
4. Presenting information on apparatus used in
an experiment —
a) Description
b) Operation
3. Presenting information on experimental
procedures

C.  The specific rhetorical functions that develop the general
rhetorical functions of Level B
EXAMPLES: 1. Description: physical, function, and process
2. Definition
3. Classification
4. Instructions
S. Visual-verbal relationships

D.  The rhetorical techniques that provide refationships within and
betwsen the rhetorical units of Level C
EXAMPLES: |. Orders

1. Time order

2. Space order

3. Causality and result
H. Patterns

. Causality and result

. Order of importance

. Comparigson and contrast

. Analogy

. Exemplification

. Tlustration

N AN =

Figure 2.: Rhetorical Process Chart

Ix



What is ESP?

As in stage 1 there was a more or less tacit assumption in this approach
that the rhetorical patterns of text_organisation differed significantly ﬁ
between specialist areas of use: the rhetorical structure of science texts ™

was regarded as different from that of commercial texts, for éxample.- -~

However, this point was never very clearly examined {sce Swales; r985;- %
pp. 70-1) and indeed paradoxically, the results of the research into the
discourse of subject-specific academic texts were also used to make
observations about discourse in general (Widdowson, 1978).

The typical teaching materials based on the discourse approach taught
studentS¥o recognise textual patterns and discourse markers mainly by
means of text-didgramming exercises (see below p. 36). The English in~ ™
Focus séries (OUP) is a good example of this approach.

. . . <
3 Target situation analysis AN

new to the range of knowledge about ESP."What.it.aimed £6. do was t6

take the existing knowledge and set jt on a more scientific basis, by

The stage that we come to consider now did not really add anything ' %

establishing procedures for relating language analysis more closely to
learners™reasons for léarnirig. Given that the purpose of an ESP course ™
isto"enable learners to function adequately in a target situation, that
is, the situation in which the learners will use the language they are
learning, then the ESP course design process should proceed by first
identifying the target situation and then carrying out a rigorous analysis
of the linguistic features of that situatio e idenrified features will

form the syllabus of the ESP. course-- s

: his process is usually known as
needs analysis. However, we prefer to take Chambers’ (r980) term of ~
‘target situation analysis’, since it is 2 more accurate description of the
process concerned.” ~ ' T ST e 3
‘The ‘most thorough explanation of target situation analysis is the®
system set out by John Munby in Communicative Syllabus Design %
=

(1978). The Munby model produces a detailed profile of the learners’

needs in terms of communication purposes, communicative setting, the

means of communication, language skills, functions, structures etc. {see

below p. 55). o @
The target situation analysis stage marked a certain ‘coming of age’

for ESP. What had previously been done very much in a piecemeal way,

was now systematised and learner need was apparently-placed at the -

centre of the course design process. It proved in the event to bé a false

dawn. As we shall seein the Tollowinig chaprers; the concept of needs
that it was based on was far too simple.

="
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The development of ESP

4 Skills and strategies

We noted that in the first two stages of the development of ESP all the
analysis had been of the surface forms of the language (whether at
sentence level, as in register analysis, or above, as in discourse analysis).
The target situation analysis approach did mot really change this,
because in its analysis of learner need it still looked maijnly art the surface
linguistic features of the target situation.

The fourth stage of ESP has seen an attempt to look below the surface
and to consider not the language itself but the thinking processes that

underlie language use. There is no dominant figure in this movement,
although we might mention the work of Francoise Grellet (1981),
Christine Nuttall (1982) and Charles Alderson and Sandy Urquhary
(x984) as having made significant contributions to work on reading
skills. Most of the work in the area of skills and strategies, however,
has been done close to the ground in schemes such as the Nationa! ESP
Project in Brazil (see below p. 17z) and the University of Malaya ESP
Project (see ELT Documents 107 and Skills for Learning published by
Nelson and the University of Malaya Press).

Both these projects were set up to cope with study situations where

the medius of imStruction is the mother tongue bt students need €9 read
a number of specialist texts which are available only in English. The

projects have; . therefore,~concentiated their efforts on reading
strategies® Rt
Theprincipalidea behind the skills-centred approach is that underlying

- s

all language use there are common reasoning and interpreting processes;”

which, regardless of the surface forms, enable us £o extract mearing from
discourse. Therei§; therefore, no need to focus closely on the surface
forms of the language. The focus should rather be on the underlying
interpretive strategies, which enable the learner to cope with the surface
forms, for example guessing the Tigdning of-words from context, using
visual layout to ‘Aa—&:qiaiﬁ?mé"@ﬁé “of text, exploiting cognates {i.e.

words which are similar in the mother tongie and the target language)
etc. A focus on specific subject registers is unnecessary in this approach,

because the underlying processes are not specific to any subject register. -

‘It was argued that reading skills are not language-specific but universal and
that there is a core of language (for example, certain structures of argument
and forms of presentation) which can be identified as ““academic” and which
is not subject-specific.” {Chitravelu, 1980)

* It is interesting to note, however, that not all such projects have such a focus. The ESP project
at King Monglur’s Institute of Technology in Bangkok, Thailand, for example, has to cope with
a very similar study situation, but the focus here is on the full range of skills {reading, writing,
listening, speaking).

I3
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As has been noted, in terms of materials this approach generally puts
the emphasis on reading or - listening strategies. The characteristic
exercises get the learners to reflect on and analySe how meaning is
produced in and retrieved from written or spoken discourse. Taking
their cue from cognitive learning theories (see below p- 43), the language
learners are treated as thinking beings who can be asked to observe and

verbalise the interpretive processes they employ in language use.

5 Alearning-centred approach

In outlining the origins of ESP (pp. 6-8), we identified three forces, which 4
we might characterise as need, new ideas about language and new ideas

about learning. It should have become clear that in its subsequent %
development, however, scant attention has been paid to the last of these :

forces — learning. All of the stages outlined so far have been funda-

mentally flawed, in that they are all Based on descriptions of language
use. Whether this deScription is of surface forms, as ifi the ¢ase of register '
analysis, or of underlying processes, as in the skills and strategies
approach, the concern in each case is with describing what people do m
with language. But our concern in ESP is not with language use — although w
this will help to"défisic thé “course -objectives.~Qur "¢oncern is "with
lag@gzjégﬁfggi ~Wecdniot sitply “assumethat " describing “and 7
exemplifying what people do with language will enable someone to learn
it. If that were so, we would need to do no more than read a grammar
book and a dictionary in order to learn a language. A truly valid
approach to ESP must be based on an understanding of the processes
of language learning.

This brings us to the fifth stage of ESP development ~ the learning-
ccgr\ra' _approach; which will form the subject. of ‘this book. The
importance and the implications of the distinction that we have made

betwéeri language us¢ and language learning will hopefully become clear

as we proceed through the following chapters. ~

J— RS -

Tasks

i)

1 Which of the stages outlined above has your country experienced ? Has B
it developed in a completely different way ?

(%, Why do you think EST has set the trends in the development of ESP?

3 How far would you agree with Widdowson and Allen’s assertion
(pp. To—11)?
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The development of ESP

An information leaflet about the Brazilian ESP Project summarises its
aims as follows:

‘The “specific purpose” most common within the participant vaiversities is
the reading of specialist literature in English. Consequently there is a
consensus within the project to focus on the teaching of reading strategies
with the use of authentic materials and the use of the native language in
spoken classroom discourse. The teaching of grammar is based on the
minimum necessary for understanding academic texts. The emphasis is
largely on a general conrse content to cover common problems (such as
reading strategies), rather than specific courses according to the student’s
subject specialism (e.g. “English for Engineers ™).’

a) Why do you think this approach has been adopted ?

b) Do you think that the approach is a justifiable response to the needs
of the students?

¢) How do you think students and teachers will react to this
approach?

Is



3 ESP:approach not product

p—

Beware that you do not lose the substance by grasping at the
shadow.

{Aesop: *The Fable of the Dog and the Shadow*)

gEa

The survey above shows that in its relatively brief history there have been
several major shifts in the development of ESP both in theory and
practice. However, we have tried to show that, in spite of their
differences, the successive stages have all concentrated on the linguistic
aspect of ESP: they are all essentially language-centred approaches. In
later chapters we shall look in greater detail at how this has shaped the
way in which people see ESP. For now let us return to the question posed
at the beginning of this section: * What is ESP?’ To answer this question
fully, we need first of all to establish a confext which will help us to see
how ESP at the present time relates to the rest of ELT. What exactly
is the starus of the citizens of ESP and its satellite sertlements in relation
to the generfal world of ELT? T S
- Inithe time-honoured manner of linguistics, we shall represent the C o
relationship in the form of a tree (see figure 3) : i

" The tree represents some of the common divisions that are made in

¢ ELT. The topmost branches of the tree show the level at which

. individual ESP courses occur. The branches just below this level indicate %

- that these may conveniently be divided into two main types of ESP

" differentiated according to whether the learner requires English for i

/ academic study (EAP: English for Academic Purposes) or for work/ @

* training (EOP/EVP/VESL: English for Occupational Purposes/English
for Vocational Purposes/Vocational English as a Second Language). .
This is, of course, not a clear-cut distinction people can work and study ",
simultaneously; it is also likely that in many cases the language learnt ™ | -~
for immediate use in a study environment will be used later wheii the,
student takes up, or returns to, a job.

AT the next level down it is possible t6 distinguish ESP courses by the

general nature of the learners’ specialism. Three large categories are
usually identified here: EST (English for Science and Technology), EBE
(English for Business and Economics) and ESS {English for the Social
Sciences). This last is not common, probably because it is not thought

16
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ESP: approach not product
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Figure 3: The tree of ELT
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What is ESP?

to differ significantly from more traditional humanities-based General
English.

As we go down the tree, we can see that ESP is just one branch of
EFL/ESL, which are themselves the main branches of English Language
Teaching in general. ELT, in turn is onc variety of the many possible
kinds of language teaching.

But, of course, there is more to a tree than is visible above ground:
a tree cannot survive without roots. The roots which nourish the tree
of ELT are communication and learning.

The analogy of a tree can help us to get a bit closer to a definition

of ESP n6¢ 5 much by showing what ESP s, but rather by showing whit

ESPisn’t.___ —>
_EoFisn

=T AN E R R T o Bt St R E

a) ESP is not a matter of teaching “specialised varieties® of English. The
fact that language is used for a specific purpose does not imply that
it is a special form of the Janguage, different in kind from other forms.
Certainly, there are some features which can be identified as ‘typical’
of a particular context of use and which, therefore, the learner is more
likely to meet in the target situation. But these differences should not
be allowed to obscure the far larger area of common ground that
underlies all English use, and indeed, all language use.

b) ESP is not just a matter of Science words and grammar for Scientists,
Hotel words and grammar for Hotel staff and so on. When we look
at a tree, we see the leaves and branches, but there is much more to
the tree than just these — much of it hidden from view inside and
beneath the tree. The leaves do not just hang in the air: they are
supported by a complex underlying structure. In the same way there
is much more to communication than just the surface features that
we read and hear. We need to distinguish, as Chomsky did with
regard to grammar, between performance and competence, that is
between what people actually do with the language and the range of
knowledge and abilities which enables them to do it {Hutchinson and
Waters, 1981).

¢) ESP isnot different in kind from any other form of language teaching,
in that it should be based in the first instance ~ principles of effective
and efficient learning. Though the content of learning may vary there
s no reason to suppose that the processes of learning should be any
different for the ESP learner than for the General English learner.
There is, in other words, no such thing as an ESP methodology,
merely methodologies that have been applied in ESP classrooms, but

could just as well have been used in the learning of any kind of
English.

So what is ESP? Having stressed the commonality of language and
learning, how does ESP differ from other forms of ELT? To answer this,

18

‘

i
i

tf‘_ﬂ’

5

i




ESP: approach not product

ESP must be seen as an approach not as a product. ESP is not a particular
kind of language or methodology, nor docs it consist of a particular type
of teaching material. Understood properly, it is an approach to language

learning, which is based on learner need. The foundation of all ESP is

the simple question: Why does this learner need to learn a foreign
language? From this question will flow a whole host of further questions,
some of which will relate to the learners themselves, some to the nature

of the language the learners will need to operate, some to the given
learning context. But this whole analysis derives from an initial identified
need on the part of the learner to learn a language. ESP, then, is an -
approach to language teaching in which all decisions as to content and .
% method are based on the learner’s reason for léartiing. """~ ™

.,

™ YL
s a3 - 4

Py g
'

Conclusion .o

In this section we have identified the main factors in the origins of ESP
and given a brief overview of its development. We have noted that the
linguistic_factor has tended to dominate this development with an
emphasis on the analysis of the nature of specific varieties of language
@ use. Probably this has been a necessary stage, buf now there is 2 Ticed
Tor a wider view that focusses less on differences and more on what
various specialisms have in common. As ‘the tree of ELT” shows, what
they have in common is that they are all primarily concerned with -
communication and learning. ESP should properly be seen niot a5 any
particular language product but as an approach to language teaching

which s dirécted by specific and apparént reasons for learning. - -

Tasks

1 Our tree gives only a few examples of ESP courses. Complete the
branches at the top, by adding other courses.

¥
E 2 What differences would you expect to find between an EOP course
and an EAP course for doctors? In what ways do you think

o . . .
b occupational and academic needs differ?

{31All language teaching should be based on learner needs. Thus in
~“theory there is no difference between ESP and General English
teaching; in practice, however, there is a great deal of difference. How
far would you agree with this statement? What differences, either in
theory or in practice do you think there are?
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Section2  Course design

I keep six honest serving-men.

{They taught me all I knew.)

Their names are What and Why and When
And How and Where and Who.

(Rudyard Kipling)

We concluded the previous section by stating that ESP is an approach
to language teaching which aims to meet the needs of particular learners.
This means in practice that much of the work done by ESP teachers is
concerned with designing appropriate courses for various groups of
learners. Thus, whereas course design plays a relatively minor part in
the life of the General English teacher — courses here usually being
determined either by tradition, choice of textbook or ministerial
decree — for the ESP teacher, course design is often a substantial and
important part of the workload.

Designing a course is fundamentally a matter of asking questions in
order to provide a reasoned basis for the subsequent processes of
syllabus design, materials writing, classroom teaching and evaluation.

“We need to ask a very wide range of questions: general and specific,
theoretical and practical. Some of these questions will be answered (at
least in part) by research; others will rely more on the intuition and
experience of the teacher; yet others will call on theoretical models. We
can use Kipling’s ‘honest serving men’ to outline the basic questions.
We need to know:

" Why does the student need to learn?

Who is going to be involved in the process? This will néed to cover not

. Tjust the student, but all the people who may have some effect on the

process: teachers, sponsors, inspectors etc.

Where is the learning to take place. What potential does the place
provide ? What limitations does it impose ?

When is the learning to take place? How much timé’is available? How
will it be distributed ?

What does the student need to learn? What aspects of language will be

11
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needed and how will they be described ? What level of proficiency must
be achieved ? What topic areas will need to be covered ?

B e

/' How will the learning be achieved ? What learning theory will underlie
- Tthiedourse ? What kind of methodology will be employed ?

In this section we shall inveéstigate these basic questions more
thoroughly, by considering them under three main headings: Language
descriptions, Theories of learning and Needs analysis. We. should
emphasise, however, that, although for clarity we need to look at the
threg factors separately, it i§ their intérdépen ence in the Cotirse design

process which is of greatest importance. We might represent their ~

relationship like this: L

g
i

: E\i‘“&-ﬁjﬁ /‘\
L]
H

<

HOW ?

ESP

syllabus methodolagy
course

Lea‘rhing
theories

Language
descriptions

™~

nature of

particular

target and
learning situation

WHO? WHY ?
WHERE? WHEN?

Needs analysis

+

Figure 4: Factors
affecting ESP course design

fxty

First a word about terminology : a lot of confusion is undoubtedly caused i
in discussions about ESP course design by the imprecise use of terms such
as ‘communicative’, ‘structural’, “functional’ etc. Thus it is not -
uncommon to hear people talk of a ‘functional approach’ or a @
“structural method’, although no such things really exist; that much-
abused term, ‘communicative’, is often used as if it were synonymous
with ‘functional’, which it is not. To try and prevent such confusion,
we shall adopt two strategies.

Firstly, wherever possible, we shall avoid the term ‘communicative’,

L
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This has become such an emotive word, that, rather like ‘democracy’
or ‘freedom’, it is claimed by everyone and is capable of innumerable
interpretations, many of which are flatly contradictory. It has come, in
effect, to mean simply a good, modern approach to language teaching,
rather than indicating whar that approach might consist of. Indeed, it
is now almost an insult to infer that someone’s materials or methods
are uncommunicative. It is for this reason that we have taken in
preference the term learning-centred, since it expresses more specifically
what the principlés of the approach are.

The second strategy we have adopted is to make a clear distinction
between the two elements of language description and learning theory.
The language description is the way in which the language system is

broken down and described for the purposes of learning. Térms such -
as ‘structural’, ‘functional’, ‘notional” properly belong to this area.
@ They refer to ways of analysing and describing language. They say
nothing about how the langnage items described can or should be taught.
It is, thercfore, inappropriate to use these terms in conjunction with
‘approach’ or ‘method’, since these latter terms indicate a way of, or
attitude to, teaching. An approach or method derives not from a view
of language, but from a view of learning. It is the learning theory which _
provides the theoretical basis for the methodology, by helping us to
understand how people learn. It is also important to note that theories "
of learning are not necessarily confined to how people learn language,
% but can refer equally to the learning of any kind of knowledge, for
example how to drive a car. In the area of learning theories the relevant
terms we shall consider are ‘behaviourist’,  cognitive’, * affective .

Having clarified the terminology, we can proceed to a brief outline
of this section. We stated in chapter x that ESP should be viewed in the
broader context of ELT in general. Accordingly in chapters 4 and 5 we
shall look at the main developments in language descriptions and
learning theory in general terms and then consider how they have been,
or can be, uscful in ESP. In chapter 6 we shall consider needs analysis,
arguing for a much broader concept of needs than is often defined.
Finally in chapter 7 we shall describe various ways in which language,
learning and needs have been dealt with in ESP course design.

Tasks

1 Our list of questions is very general. Take one of Kipling’s ‘honest
serving-men’ and make a detailed list of the questions you think it
is important to ask as a preliminary to designing an ESP course.

2z What do you understand by the term ‘communicative’? What
features would, for example, characterise ‘ communicative’ materials ?

23



4 Language descriptions

L

They have been at a great feast of language, and stolen the
scraps. '
(Shakespeare: Love’s Labour’s Lost)

Any ESP course makes use of explicit or implicit ideas about the nature
of language. These ideas are drawn from the various language
descriptions that have been developed by succeeding schools of thought
in Linguistics. We now have a number of ways of describing language
available to us. It is, therefore, important to understand the main
features of each of these descriptions in order to consider how they can
be used most appropriately in ESP courses. Not all the developments in
Linguistics have had pedagogic applications, of course. In this chapter
we shall give a brief outline of the various ideas about language that
have influenced ESP in some way. We can identify six main stages of
development.

i

L Ty v e e R VRNRY. o

1 Classical ortraditional grammar;":ﬁ

Although language teaching has a long history stretching back to ancient
times (see Howatt, 1984), the ways of describing language remained little
changed until this century. Descriptions of English and other languages
were based on the grammars of the classical languages, Greek and Latin.
These descriptions were based on an analysis of the role played by each
word in the sentence. Languages were described in this way because the
classical languages were case-based languages where the grammatical
function of each word in the sentence was made apparent by the use
of appropriate inflections. Thus the form of a word would change
according to whether it was a subject, object, indirect object and so on.
The prestige of the old classical languages ensured the survival of this
form of description even after English had lost most of its case markers
and become a largely word-order based language.

Since ESP emerged after the classical form of description had been
largely abandoned, its influence on ESP has never been strong. Never-
theless, it has continued to provide the teacher with a useful indirect
source of guidance. Register analysis, for example, drew heavily upon
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its terminology in syllabus design (sce p. 9). As Allen and Widdowson

(1975) say: .

‘Teachers who wish to maintain a balanced view of linguistics should not
overlook the fact that traditional grammar has many useful virtues. The
traditional handbooks provided an array of terms and distinctions which most
of us used in learning to talk about our own language, and which many people
continue to find serviceable throughour their lives.”

It can also be argued that, although cases may no longer be apparent
in modern English, the concepts they represent underlie any language
(Fillmore, 1968). Thus a knowledge of the classical descnpnon can still

deepen our knowledge of how languages operate. T o

2 Structural Imgunstlcs o ln s Lenlighe

The first real challenge to the classical description of languages came
in the 19305 with the advent of structuralism, associated with linguists
such as“BTS@;gﬁeld {1935). The structural or ‘slot and filler’ form of
language description will be familiar to most language teachers as a
result of the enormous influence it has had on language teaching since
the Second World War.

In a structural description the grammar of the language is described
in terms of syntagmatic structures which carry the fundamental propo-
sitions (statement, interrogative, negative, imperative etc.) and notions
(time, number, gender etc.). By varying the words within these structural
frameworks, sentences with different meanings can be generated. This
method of linguistic analysis led in English language teaching to the
development of the substitution table as a typical means of explaining
grammatical patterns. These are still widely used today as this example
from the Nucleus series shows:

5. Write nine sentences from this table. Remember that there are many
different possibilities, not just nine correct sentences.

Diabetes mellitus unconsciousness.
Inadequate heat loss cause shock,

Some foods bad testh.

A dog bite death,

An electric shock can | resultin | heat stroke.
Insufficient calcium | may blisters.

Severe shock allergies.

Burns lead to | asphyxia.

A haemorrhage rabies.

{from Nuclens: Nursing Science by R. Kerr and J. Smith, Longman, 1978)
Figure 5: A substitution table in ESP
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In fact, the development of structural descriptions of languages had little
to do with English in its early stages, but came from the need to describe
the Indian languages of North America before the last native speakers
died. It soon became apparent, however, that for a word-order language
such as English the slot and filler description would also be particularly
appropriate.

Apart from the substitution table, the most enduring application of

structural linguistics was the _structural syllabus, which has proved to

be a very powerful means of selecting and sequencing language items.

In such a syllabus, items are gradéd sothatsimplér and more immediatély ™
useable structiires precede the more complex ones. An examplé ofan---.

ESP syllabus based on strictiiral precepts is that used by Ewer and
Latorre (1969) (minor details omitted) :

Simple Present Active

Simple Present Passive

Simple Present Active and Passive
-ing forms

Present Perfect; Present Continuous
Infinitives

Anomalous Finites

Past Perfect; Conditionals

OB W=

Atits best the structural syllabus provides the learner with a systematic
description of the generative core of the language - the finite range of
structures that make it possible to generate an infinite number of novel
utterances. For this reason the structural syllabus continues to be widely
used in spite of criticism from advocates of functional, notional or
use-based descriptions of English (sec c.g. Wilkins, 1976 and Widdowson,
1979). Its strength is also its greatest weakness. The very simplicity of
the structural language description entails that there are large areas of
l{gg.gggggmmnﬁot‘explﬁi’ri.‘l'ﬁ"ﬁiffiéj@ii_t_ may fail to provide
the learner with an_understanding of the communicative use of the ™
structures (Allen and Widdowson, 1 974). Later developments in language
teaching and linguistics have atcempred to remedy this weakness.  —~ —

3 Transformational Generative (TG) grammar

The structural view of language as a collection of syntagmatic patterns
held sway until the publication in 1957 of Syntactic Structures by Noam
Chomsky. Chomsky argued thar the structural description was too
superficial, because it only described the surface structure of the
language, and thus could not explain relationships of meaning which

2.6
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were quite clearly there, but which were not realised in the surface
structure. Thus these two sentences:

John is easy to please.
John is eager to please.

would, according to a structural description, indicate the same relation-
ship between the words in the sentences. But obviously the relationship
is not the same: in the first sentence John is the receiver of pleasing, while
in the second he is doing the pleasing. Similarly the identity of meaning
between an active and passive sentence would not be shown, e.g.

The City Bank has taken over Acme Holdings.
Acme Holdings has been taken over by the Ciry Bank.

Here the relationships of meaning within the two sentences are identical,
but in 2 structural description this cannot be shown. Structurally they
are different and there is no way of indicating the identity of meaning.

Chomsky concluded that these problems arose because language was

being analysed and described in isolation from the human mind which
produces it. He maintained that, if we want to understand how language-
works, it cannot be viewed as a phenomenon in itself. It must be viewed
as a reflection of human thought patterns. He proposed thaf there must

be two levels of meaning: a deep level, which is concerned with the_

[,

organisation of thoughts and a surface level, where these thoughts are

expressed through the syntax of the language. The grammar of a
langnage is, therefore, not the surface structures themselves, but the rules
that enable the language user to generate the surface structures from the
deep level of meaning.

Chomsky’s work had an enormous and direct influence on the
world of Linguistics. His effect on language teaching has been more
indirect, but no less important. Firstly he re-established the idea that
language is rule-governed. (We shall consider this aspect in more detail
under learning theories in chapter 5.) Secondly, he widened the view of
language to incorporate the relationship between meaning and form.
This second aspect had a considerable influence on language teaching
through the next school of thought that we shall describe. But for ESP

the most important lesson to be drawn from Chomsky’s work was the

distinciion he made befween performance (i.e. the siiface structiires)

and competence (i.c. the deep level riles). Chomsky’s own definition of

performance and competence was narrowly based; being concerned nly

with syntax. In ESP we need to take a much broader view, but the basic

distinction itself is still valid. Put simply, describing what people do with

the 'lg_g_gjll_age {performance) is impottant, but of equal, if not greater .
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importance is discovering the competence that enables them to do it
(Hutchinson and Waters, 1981).

A simple way of sceing the distinction between performance and
competence is in our capacity to understand the meanings of words we
have never met before. For example, the expression ‘multangular tower’
occurs in a widely used English test. It is 2 word most people will never
have seen. But, if you know the prefix ‘multi’ (whether in your own
language or English), the word ‘angle’ and the basic word formation
rules of English, it is an easy matter to work out that a ‘multangular
tower’ is a many-sided tower, that is, not a round or 2 square one (see
also p. 140). This process of interpretation would not be possible unless
there were an underlying competence which can operate separately from
the performance features of the language.

~ In the early stages of its development, ESP put most emphasis on

/' describing the performance needed for communication in the target
situation and paid little attention to the competence underlying it.
Indeed, accustomed as we are to seeing language and language learning
, in terms of performance, it can be difficult to grasp the importance of
1 the competence/performance distinction. But it is one of crucial
/ importance for ESP and we shall return to it in the ensuing chapters.
i, \éf we have argued elsewhere:

S

U

e

“We need to make a distinction between the performance repertoire of the
target situation and the competence required to cope with it. The competence,
providing, as it does, the generative basis for further learning. ..is the proper
concern of ESP.’ (ibid.)

In the developments we have described so far we have considered
language solely from the point of view of form. But language does not
exist for its own sake. It exists because people do things with it: they
give information; they promise; they threaten; they make excuses; they
seek information; they classify; they identify; they report. Language, in
other words, can also be looked at from the point of view of function,
that is, what people do with it. This is not a new idea. The British
sociolinguist, J. R. Firth, investigated language in this way in the 1930s.
But it only became an important movement in Linguistics with the
development of the concept of ‘communicative competence’. Socio-
liﬁr_;gp_jgs_;_s,nsuch_‘as_DﬂlLﬂymes, El;gpggd,A,tha.r_,competencc_ggg_gigt§ not
just of a set of rules for formulating grammatically correct sentences, but _
also a knowledge of ‘when to speak, when n6t: “what €6 talk aboit
with whom; when, Where; in what manner. (Hymes, r972) The study of

language in usé, therefore, should look not just at syntax, but also at the
other ingrediéfits of omimunication,-such as: ‘non-verbal Tofimianica- -
tion (gesture, posture, eye coritact €ic.), the medium and channel of
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communication, role relationships between the participants, the topic
o e e e o b et o g g O i T

and purpose of communication.
~—The concept of communicative competence has had far-reaching
consequences for ESP. It led to the next three stages of development
which we shall consider: language vanation and register analysis;
‘Tanguage as function; discourse analysis. .

4 Language variation and register analysis

Consider these two texts. They are both describing the same job: drilling
a hole in a metal workpiece on a lathe. Text A is a transcript from a
video-taped demonstration in using the lathe. Text B is a set of
instructions taken from a workshop manual.

TEXT A

Now | have to change to the final size drill | require, which is three-quarters of an
inch diameter, and this is called a morse-taper sleeve.

A slower speed for a larger drill.
Nice even feed should give a reasonable finish to the hole.
Applying coolant periodically. This is mainty for lubrication rather than coaling.

Almost to depth now.,
Right. Withdrawing the drili.

That's fine.

TEXTB

Select required drill.
Mount drill in tailstock. Use taper sleeves as necessary.

Set speed and start machine spindle.

Position tailstock to workpiece.

Apply firm even pressure to tailstock handwheel to feed drill into workpiece.
Apply coolant frequently,
Drifl hole to depth.
Withdraw drill.

Stop machine.

OO~ N W=

(Hutchinson and Waters, 1981)

The illocutionary force of these two texts is the same, that is to say they
are both conveying the same message and they both have the same

purpose, namely to give instructions in carrying out the particular job. .

But the language of text A differs from that of text B in a number of

significant ways:

a} In A the speaker is not giving a direct set of instructions. He is actually
commenting on what he is doing, but this functions as a set of
instructions.
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b) The language is more anecdotal and sporadic. This is because there
is a visual element to the discourse. The main thrust of the
communication is carried by what he is doing with the machine
(Hutchinson, 1978).

¢} In text A there is an interpersonal dimension. The language is,
therefore, less formal and contains some comments and expressions
of feeling, for example, ‘That’s fine.”

d) The grammar of text B is consistent (e.g. the articles are always
omitted; the verb form is always the imperative). In text A there is
less consistency, because it is a free-flowing piece of spoken discourse.

There are other differences too, but our purpose is not to give 2 detailed

analysis. The important point is that, if we view language as part of a

communicative whole, it is clear that langnage use shows considerable

“variéty, The whole communicative act is made up of a_number of

contextually dependent factors. Varying one or more of these factors will =

ave kiniock-on " effects on the other factors. Thus the presence of the
machine in text A affects what needs to be said in order to convey the
message. This sentence, ‘and this is called a morse-taper sleeve’ is only
possible, because the audience can see both the object referred to and
the speaker’s actions which indicate that it is being referred to.
Language, then, varies according to. the context of use and it is this fact

that enables us to distinguish, for example, formal from informal,

written from spoker, self-stifficiént language from context-dependent.
" The. concept of language variation gave rise to the type of ESP which~
was based on register anialysis (sée above p. o). If language varies
accordiiig to context, it was argued, then it should be possible to identify
the kind of language associated with a specific context, such as an area
of knowledge (logal English; social English fedical English; bisiness
English; scientific English etc.), or an area of use (technical manuals,
academic texts, business meetings, advertisements, doctor-patient com-
munication etc.). Much ESP research was focussed as a result on
determining the formal characteristics of various registers in order to
establish a basis for the selection of syllabus items. The work of Ewer
and Latorre (1969) and Swales (1971) on the language of science was
particularly significant here. However, register analysis has, as we have
already noted, ultimately proved to be.an ‘insubstantial basis for the .
selection of syllabus items. As Coffey (1984) says about EST: = .

i
g
4

B2 B B =

‘Research and experiment continue, but in general the results have not been
encouraging. .. In short, register cannot be used as a main basis for selection,
because there is no significant way in which the language of science differs
from any other kind of language.’

a

The key phrase here is ‘no significant way’. There are clearly language
forms that tend to be used more frequently in one context than in
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another. The classic example of this is the use of the passive in Scientific
English. But even this may have been overemphasised. Tarone ez al.
% (1981) found in their analysis of two Astrophysics journal papers that
the active accounted-for over 80% of the verbs used. But the i : important
point is that even if particular registers favour certain forms, jhey are

“Tiot distinctive forms. They are simiply drawii from the common stock
of the grammar of the language.. Though_attractive at first sight, the

- assumption that language variation implies the existence of 1dcnt'1ﬁ'ablp‘ N
ﬁ Varieties of language relat: tecl to specific contexts 'of use_ has, in effect,
provcd to Funfounded '

-

i
A
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5 Functional/Notional grammar

.

T

s .
i The second major offshoot of work into language as communication
which has influenced ESP has been the functional/notional concept of
w5 language description. The terms ‘functional’ and ‘notional’ are easily
% and frequently confused. There is, however, a difference. Functions. are-
concerned with social behaviour and represent the intention_of _t he_
speaker or writer, for examplé, advising, warning, threarenlng, describing
_efc. They can be approximately equated with the communicative acts~
that are carried out through language. Notions, on the other hand, reflect

the ‘way in Whlch the human mmc[ tl'unks They are the categories mto -

frequency, duration, gender, number,’ location, quantity, quahty etc. (see ~
e.g. Johnson and Morrow, 1981, pp. 1-11).

: Europe’s efforts to establish some kind of equwalence in the syllabuses
i _for learning various s Janguages. Equivalence was difficult to establish on

formal grounds; since the formal structures of languagcs show consider-

able variation. The student of German, for example; is likely to have
“to"spend 4 large amount of time in learning the gender/case endings of
-~ articles, nouns and adjectives. The learner of English on the other hand
o will not have this problem, but may need to spend more time on, for
é@% example, the spelling, the simple/continuous tense distinction or the
countable /uncountable distinction. These variations -in the formal

features of languages obviously make it dxfﬁculr to di

tasks into units of equivalent value across the various languages on the™
basis of formal grammar. On notional or urumonai grounds, however,™
'sofe approXimate ¢ “&quivalence can be achieved, sifce rotions and
fufictions represent the categories of human thinking and social be-
havnour, whichdonot (as far as we know) vary across languages. 1 Thus -
.in the r97os there Was 2 move from language syllabuses organised on

%-r%;.% b0 Ll e L
i T —
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structural grounds to ones based on functional or notional criteria. The
most influential of such syllabuses were the Threshold Level (Van Ek,
1975) and Waystage (Van Ek and Alexander, 1977) syllabuses produced
by the Council of Europe.

The move towards functionally based syllabuses has been particularly
strong in the developmerit of ESP, largely on the pragmatic grounds that

the majority of ESP students have already done a structurally organised
syllabus, probably at school. Their needs, therefore, are not o leain the - %
basic gramiar, but rather to learn how to use the knowledge they -
already have. ' ' ' :

" The attraction of the functional syllabus is that it appears to be based
on language in use; ifi Contrast to the Struictiial syllabus, which shows ™
only form. For example, compare this syllabus with the Ewer and
Latorre syllabus above (p. 26):

Asking about travel

Making travel arrangements
Ordering a meal
Asking the way

Hiring a car

{from English for Travel by John Eastwood, OUP, 1980)

(See pp. 85-8 for various types of syllabus.)

The functional syllabus, however, has its own drawbacks. It suffers in &
particular from a lack of any kind of systematic conceptual framework,”
and as such does not help the learners to organise their knowledge of --
the language. . o

The main problem with the functional syllabus, however, is not the
syllabus itself, bur the fact that it is too often seen as a replacement for
the older structural syllabus. A more constructive approach to describing
language in structural or functional terms is to see the two as
complementary, with each supporting and enriching the other. The
relationship between the two can be best expressed in the form of this
simple equation:

strncture + context = function

-

- Brumfit (1981) proposes a similar approach with his ‘snakes and
. ladders’ syllabus. A core ladder of structures is intertwined with a
¢ spiralling snake of related functions. An example of this kind of syllabus
' can be seen in more recent ESP materials (see figure 6).

i
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Contents
Unit One A visitor to BOS Page 1
Business content:  Crganisation chart
Structures: The verb to be
Possessive pronouns
Genitive (s}
Question words: What? Where? Who?
Functions: Introductions; greetings: giving persenal information:
" registering at a hotel
* Leds: Jobs, countries, nationalities, titles
- Undf Pwoe A newcomer Page 9

———

Business content:  Telephone conversations; business letter format

. Structures: Demonstrative pronouns: this/that/these/those

There is/there are

Prepositions: on, in. above. below. under. between, next to.
to the left/right of. on the right/left

Question words: How many?

" Function: Describing location

Lexis: Office fumiture and equipment. stationery, cardinal numbers.
business letter teminclogy
Unit Three TheBOSbuilding Page 18
Business content: A memorandum; telephone conversations; company names
Structures: Present progressive tense
[mperatives

Prepesitions (continued)
Question word: Which?

Functions: Discussing activities; giving directions; giving commands
Lexis: Ordinal numbers, parts of a building, some office activities
* {from We Mean Business by Susan Norman, Longman, 1982)

“Figure 6: A structural /functional syllabus

6__ Discourse (Rhetorical) analysis

e,

This next development has also had a profound effect on ESP. Till this
point language had been viewed in terms of the sentence. Now the

emphasis.moved -to -looking -at -how-meaning_ is generated -between
sentences. This was a logical development of the funcuonal/nononal

View of 1anguage which had shown that there is more to mcamng than

just the words in the sentence. The contexr of the sentence is also

important in creating the meaning.
If we take this simple sentence: ‘It is raining’ and we put it into three
different dialogues, we can see how the meaning changes.

Can1go out to play?
It’s raining.

Have you cut the grass yer?
It’s raining.
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I'think ll go out for a walk.
It’s raining.

In each case the propositional meaning (statement) of the sentence is the
same. The notions in it are also the same (present time, neuter). But the
sentence is fulfilling three different communicative purposes.

In the first dialogue a parent could be talking to a child. The child
is asking permission to go out. The parent’s reply of ‘It is raining’ acts
as a refusal of the request. The second dialogue might be a husband [wife
dialogue. ‘It is raining’ now functions as a reason or an excuse. In the
third dialogue it takes on yet another function, and this time is probably
acting as advice or a mild warning and might take place between friends.

The meaning of this same sentence changes with the different
contexts. This change is brought about by two factors. The first factor,
as we have seen, is the sociolingnistic context: who is speaking to whom
and why. The meaning changes Aaccording to the relationship between
the participants in the dialogue and_according to_their reason for
speaking”But there is another factor which influences the meaning — the.__
relative pos:

ns_of the utterances within the discourse. An utterance
acquires meaning by virtue of what utterances it precedes or follows.

We might call this the discoursal meaning. -
For example, if we take the third dialogue above and turn the two
utterances round, we get:

It’s raining.
Ithink I'll go out for a walk.

By doing so, we have first of all removed the idea of advice or warning.

We have also completely changed the logical meaning of the dialogue.

In the first example the underlying meaning is that rain provides a reason

against going for a walk, whereas in the reversed example rain is a reason

in favour of going out for a walk. Thus the relative positions of the
utterances within the discourse affect the meaning of the discourse.

As we noted in chapter 2, discourse analysis has been closely
associated with ESP, particularly through the influence of Henry
Widdowson and the Washington School of American linguists. We can
identify two key ways in which the results of studies into the nature of
discourse have been used in ESP teaching materials:

a} Learners are made aware of the stages in certain set-piece transactions
associated with particular specialist ficlds. One of the most influential
projects of this kind has been the analysis of doctor-patient com-
munication by Candlin, Bruton and Leather {1976). A similar
approach can be seen in the following example (see figure 7).

b} The second use of discourse analysis in ESP has been through
materials which aim to explain how meaning is created by the relative
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2 The form of a consultation

Objective: To examine the sequence of a consultation.

The form of a consultation

The conversation between Mr Watson and Mr Finbury, like most
consultations in a bank, was of the following form.

1 Establishing contact. The manager or assistant manager first
establishes contact with his customer, greeting him and putting him
at his ease. This is done politely, but with neither effusiveness or
familiarity.

2 Findingoutwhat the person wants. It's necessary to find out what the
client wants.

3 Giving informetion. Information is given coneisely, vividly and
clearly. Moreover, it is adapted to the listener's viewpoint.

4 Arguing the point. The client is persuaded to do something.

5 Taking down details in writing, Very often it will be necessary to fill
in a form or take notes.

6  Conclusion and thanks. The manager reaffirms his readiness to help.

Look at the text of the dialogue on pp. 4-6, and mark where each section
begins and ends.

(from English for International Banking by Ferguson and O'Reilly, Evans, 1979}
Figure 7: Discourse analysis in ESP

positions of the sentences in a written text. This has become the
central feature of a large number of ESP textbooks aimed at
developtitga-knowledge sf how serterces are_combined in texts in
order to produce a particular meaning (Allen and Widdowson, 1974).

This approach has led, in particular, to the.text-diagramming-type.. .

of éxercise found in many ESP-materials:- The ultimate aim of such
Kercise tound n
——
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an approach is to make the learners into more efficient readers, by
making them aware of the underlying structure of a text and the Way—~
i which language has been organised to create this structire. The
following extract from Reading and Thinking i English~ Exploring
Functions is an example of the text-diagramming type of exercise.

Unit 6 GENERALIZING AND EXEMBLIEYING

b uses of natural materisls
¢ uses of man-made materals
d the advantages of natural materials.

The two dominant factors which determine the
use of a material are its cost and its physica! and .
chemical properties.!! The specificaions of the 1
designers have to be matched against whar is m&m&g‘"
known abourt a material’s strength, how easily it
conducts electricity, how quickly it corrodes, -
meet = satisfy etc.'  But the material chosen for a given appli- .
cation is the one which most cheaply meets the 2‘%@&8@
specifications of the designers.” Even when _ ., ...
material which meets the  special materials have 1o be developed to meet a i

nons: particular specification, the costs of production Which materialis chosen?
: gg have 1o be carefully controlied.
¢ £15 « choice

9 Complete the following table 1o surumarize
the paragraph.

{from Reading and Thinking: Exploring Functions, OUP, 1979)
Figure 8: Text-diagramming
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Even before Reading and Thinking was published the approach had

come under attack on the grounds that it miscepresents the real nature
of discourse. It has been suggested (see, in particular, Coulthard (1977)

PP 147-53) that m’h does for discourse what structural
linguistics_did_for sentence gramifiiar, in_6ther words, it establishes
patterns, but does not account for how these patterns create meaning.
It has produced; in efféct; a-sort of discourse structuralism. ft can also
be argued that it falls into the very same trap that Allen and Widdowson
(x974) claimed to be trying to remedy., If getting learners to learn
structural sentence patterns does not enable the learner to use those
patterns in communication, is it any more likely that making learners
aware of the patterns in discourse will enable them to use those discourse
patterns in communpication? Are not descriptions of language use being

taken for descriptions of language learning? We shall return to this ;
theme in the following chapters, when we consider the fields of learning’

and needs.

]

Conclusion

We have looked in this chapter at the ways in which language can be,
and has been, described. There are three lessons to be learnt from this
survey and they must be borne in mind when we draw conclusions
regarding their relevance to ESP course design:
; a) There is no single source from which a language course can, or
= should, derive its linguistic input. The various developments which
we have described are not separate entities. Each stage has reacted
to, and drawn inspiration from, those preceding it. A functional
description does not imply that a structural description is wrong,
simply that it is not sufficient as an explanatlon of what language is
like. The ESP teacher needs to recognise that the various approaches
are different ways of looking at the same thing. All communication

~jts place in the ESP course.
. b} Descrlblng a language for the  purposes of linguistic analysis does nor
"o hécessarily Carr Lt

% any implications for language learning. The purposes
of the lingtist and of the language teacher are not the same. Stern
(1983) sounds a note of caution, which ESP practitioners would do
well to heed:

‘Wherher techniques of linguistic analysis — however well they may lend

rhemselves to . linguistic “research — are equally apphcablc to languagc
teaching is of course open to question.’ -
e ———— e
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Dcscribing a language is not the same as describing what enables

= someone to use or learn a language. We must make a distinction
between what a person does (performance) and what enables them
to do it (competence). Similarly we must not confuse how people use
a language with how people learn it. ‘

The importance of these points can only be fully appreciated when we

consider the psychological processes that lie behind language use and

language learning. In the next chapter we shall consider this dimension

by describing developments in learning theories and their implications
for ESP.

4
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I Do you think that classical and scructural descriptions still have a
value in ESP? Why ?

;"fz;;Whar do you think is the importance of the concept of communicative
"= competence in ESP?

RN

3 Continue the analysis of texts A and B on P- 29. What further
differences can you see? Account for the differences.

4 Look at the dialogues on pp. 33—4. What knowledge enables us to
mterpret them? How are we able to imagine a context for them?

5 Look at the extract from Reading and Thinking (p. 36).
a) What are the exercises trying to teach 3

b) What sort of learners do you think would benefit from this
material ?

6 In what ways do the interests of linguistic research and language
" teaching differ ?
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5 Theories of learning

Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.
Teach a man how to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.

{Chinese proverb)

The starting point for all language teaching should be an understanding
of how people learn. But it is too often the case that ‘learning”’ factors
are the last to be considered. ESP has been particularly guilty in this
regard. As we saw in the previous chapter, the overwhelming weight of
emphasis in ESP research and materials has been on language analysis.
Learning factors, if considered at all, are. incorporated only after the

language base has been analysed and systématised (see Munby,
1578'p. 217). We have, in effect, been more concerned with arriving than )
with the journey.

© Y€t, language can only be properly understood as a reflection of
human thought processes. Language learning is conditioned by the way
i which the mind observes, organises and stores information. In other
words, the key. to.successful language learning and teaching lies not in

the analysis of the nature of language but in undersranding the structure

~and processes of the'mind. Unfortunately, we still know too little about

h6Ww people learn. Neverthéless, if we wish to improve the techniques,
methods and content of language teaching, we must try and base what
we do in the classroom on sound principles of learning.

Developments in learning theory have followed a similar pattern to
those in language descriptions, and each has had some effect on the
other. But, if we are to see the importance of each for language
teaching, it is best to consider the theories relating to language and
learning separately. As with language descriptions, we shall describe
the main developments in theories of how learners learn and relate each
to the needs of the ESP learner and teacher.

Until the twentieth century there was no coherent theory of learning
available to the language teacher. Certainly there werc empirical
observations, stich' as Comenius’ studies made in the sixteenth century
and the precepts of the Direct Method at the end of the nineteenth
century (see e.g. Stern, 1983). But no coherent theory of learning emerged
until psychology had been established as a respectable subject of
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scientific enquiry in the early twentieth century. We can identify five
main stages of development since then, which are of relevance to the

modern language teacher (see Littlewood, 1984, for an excellent survey
of theories of learning).

1 Behaviourism: learning as habit formation

The first coherent theory of lcarmng was the behaviourist theory based
mainly on the work of Pavlov in the Soviet Union and of Skinner in the
United States. This - simple but powerful theory said that learning is a
mechanical process of habit formation aiid ‘proceeds by iieans of the
fréquent reinforcement of a stimulis-Tésponse sequence: ~ -~~~ -

The simplicity and directness of this theory had af enormous impac %
on learning psychology and on language teaching. It provided the
theoretical underpinning of the widely used Audiolingual Method of the "
T950s and 1960s. This method, which will be familiar to many language -
téachiers; laid down a set of guiding methodological principles, based
firstly on the behaviourist stimulus-response concept and secondly on
an assumption that second language learning should reflect and imitate
the perceived processes of mother tongue learning. Some of these
precepts were:

/"Never translate.
- New language should always be dealt with in the sequence: hear, speak,
‘| read, write.

. Frequent repetition is essential to effective learning.

\Qen—ors must be immediately corrected.

The basic exercise technique of a behaviourist methodology is pattern :
practice, particularly in the form of language laboratory drills. Such drills @
are still widely used in ESP, as we can see in these two examples from
textbooks for scientific English and business English:

drill 2

The liquid was heated. When the temperature @
reached 100°C, the heating was stopped.

The liquid was heated untif the terperature

reached 100°C. @

The material was stretched. When it was 50 ¢cm
long. the stretching was stopped.
The material was stretched until it was 50 cm fong.

(from Basic English for Science by Peter Donovan, QUP, 1 578) @
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D2 Drill 1. consultant
2. the NDA

Who's Dr Walker? 3. EAU .

She’s a consultant, isn’t she? 4. power stations
5. German

Who does Manuel Silva work for? 6. silicon

He works for the NDA, doesn’t he? 7. guaranteed market
8. one watt

{from Bid for Porwer by A. Fitzparrick and C. St J. Yares, BBC, 1583)
Figure 9: ESP language drills

Modern ESP books have also looked for more interesting ways of
handling pattern practice and a number of useful variations on the basic
idea have been developed. In particular, authors have tried to provide
a meaningful context for the drills, as this example from an American
ESP course shows:

EXERCISE 2 - DIFFERENT WAYS TO GIVE YOUR QUALIFICATIONS

A. There are several different ways to give your qualifications.
Read the examples. Then practice what an applicant might say for each job.

EXAMPLES:
RECEPTIONIST — 1 ﬁ E
s’;%' L1} me. i ;

-3280. * " Al NOTE
Ways give th
of years® ¢ Rumber

(or monthg'
8¥perience yoy hava J

WELDER—min, 2 yrs.

%. m%. Good bonafit

1. CASHIER—1 yr. oxp. 8-5
P.M. dally. Good, sal,
821-3000

2, MECHANIC~5 yry, exp.
I AM, 3376000 oxt, 12

3. TYPIST—min. 2 yrs. exp.
5 wpm. Wrlte this paper

Ad 3160

4. | APARTMENT MANAGER
1 yr. &xp. prof, 165 Brown
SE. Umaha,

5. BOOKKEEPER—Somea

oxp. pred. Cail 381-8201

(from It's Up to You by J. Dresner, K. Beck, C. Morgano and L. Custer,
Longman Inc., 1980)

Figure 10: A language drill: variation on a theme
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Pattern practice exercises still have a unseful role to play in language
teaching (see chapter 10), but only as one part of the whole learning
process. Under the Audiolingual Method they constituted almost the
entire methodology. Subsequent developments have, as we shall 'see, -
shown that learning is_ much more complex than jist imitative Thabit
formation. But this does not necessarily mean that there is %o place for ™
pafterti practice ifi 4 modetn methodology (see e:g Stevick, 1982). The*

mistake is to see it as the only kind o

|
o
s M sl

tivity required. e

Tas s s o T PN G @
2 Mentalism: thinking as rule-governed activity
There was Considerable empirical evidence among language teachers
that the Audiolingual Method and its behaviourist principles did not
deliver the results promised. For apparently perverse reasons, language
learners would not conform to the behaviourist stereotype: they insisted
on translating things, asked for rules of grammar, found repeating things
to a tape recorder boring, and somehow failed to learn something no
matter how often they repeated it (see Allwright, 19842). Such evidénce
from the classrooms, however, did little to diminish the influence of the
theory —a sad example of human mistrust of intuition and experience
in favour of theory!

_. The first_successful assault on the behaviourist theory came from
Chomsky (1964).,He tackled behaviourism on the question of how the
mind ‘Was able to transfer what was learnt in one stimulus-response
sequence to other novel situations. There was a vague concept of
‘generalisation’ in behaviourist theory, but this was always skated over
and never properly explained. Chomsky dismissed the generalisation
idea as unworkable, because it simply could not explain how from a
finite range of experience, the human mind was able to cope with an
infinite range of possible situations. His conclusion was that thinking

must be rule-governed: a finite, and fairly small, set of rules enables thé

mind to deal with the pofentially infinite range of experiences it may

5

o

cncounter, : -
" Having established thinking as rule-governed behaviour, it is one
> short step to the conclusion that learning consists not of forming habits™
but of acquiring rules — a process in which individnal experiences are _ %@;
used by the mind to formulate a hypothesis. This hypothesis is then
- tested and modified by subsequent experience. The mind, in other
words, does not just respond to a stimulus, it uses the individual stimuali- _ - a
Jin order €5 fifid the underlying pattern or system. It can then use this
" knowledge of the system in a novel situation to predict what is likely

~'-

- i'\.-'j }N

o
7

.y ya,

to happen, what is aii apptopriate response or whatever.
" The mentalist view of the'mind as a rule-seeker led naturally to the
next important stage — the cognitive theory of learning.
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3 Cognitive code: learners as thinking beings

P

R -

Whereas the behaviourist theory of learning portrayed the learner as a
passive receiver of information, the cognitive view takes the learner to
be an active processor of information (see e.g. Ausubel et al., 1978).
Learning and using a rule require learners to think, that is, to apply their
mental powers in order to distil a workable generative rule from the mass
of data presented, and then to analyse the situations where the
application of the rule would be useful or appropriate. Learning, then,
is a process in which the learner actively tries to_make sense of data,
and learning can be said to have taken place when the learner has

Wﬁmmqgggqg_gﬂmeaningf@ | interpretation or pattern
‘on the dafa. This may sound complex, but in simple terms what it meanis™

% is that we learn by thinking about and trying to make sense of what we~

see, feel and hear. ST T
~—The basic teaching technique associated with a cognitive theory of
language learning is the problem-solving task. In ESP such exercises have
often been modelled on aciivities associated with the learners’ subject
specialism. The following from the Nucleus series is a representative
= example:

9. Now read this passage:

b The factors affecting the rate of heat transfer through the skin also
: determine the rate of diffusion of gases through the walls of the cells,
tissues and organs of plants and animals. For example, oxygen and
carbon dioxide are absorbed through the walls of various organs.
@ The greater the surface area of thesc organs in relation to their
45 volume, the more of the surface will be exposed to the gas, and hence
the faster the rate of diffusion.

The following exampies illustrate the effects of the surface area/volume ratio
on heat transfer and diffusion. Explain them by answering the questions:

a} Cold-blooded animals depend on the warmth of the sun to make
their muscles work. The wings of butterflies and the tails of
reptiles serve to absorb warmth, Why is this?

b} The smallest humming-bird weighs less than 2 grams. Why are
humming-birds only found in hot countries?
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¢) In hot weather, hippopotamuses and water buffaloes spend a lot
of tire in the water. Why do they have to do this?

¢) Why are aquatic warm-blooded animals in northern and southern
seas very large? (whales, seals, dolphins)

f) Why do babies suffer more from the cold than adults?
g) Why are leaves broad and flat?

i} Why don’t micro-organisms need special organs for the absorp-
tion of oxygen? -

(from Nucleus: Biology, D. Adamson and M. Bates, Longman, 1976) i
Figure x1: Problem-solving activities '
More recently, the cognitive view of learning has had a significant impact %

on ESP through the development of courses to teach reading strategies.
A number of ESP projects (see above p, 13) have concentrated on making
students aWire of their reading strategies 5o that they can consciously
applythemi 6" ufiderstanding texts in a foreign language (see eig:
Alderson, 1980 and Scott, 1981). The following examples were produced

for the University of Malaya ESP Project: %
Activity A Do you need a dictionary? (1)
(35 minutes)

Specific Aim To give students practice in deciding whether or not to use a dictionary
in the context of reading a text for particular purposes.

1 The format for this activity has been chosen for the following reasons:

(a}  to make reading purposeful;
{b} to highlight the issue of relevance: f‘@
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()  toallow for individual variations in language proficiency
different words are unknown to different students;
students vary in their ability to use contextual clues, etc.

The student should therefore emerge from this lesson with a
knowledge not of what words he needs to look up but of what issues
he needs to bear in mind in deciding whether or not he should look
up a word in a dicticnary:

(a} Is the meaning of the unknown word refevant to my needs?

(b) ¥ itis refovant, is it necessary, ie can | get the same information
from other words in the text?

{c} Isageneric meaning enough or do | need the precise meaning of
the word, ie how much guessing can | get away with?

{d)  How can { arrive at the meaning of the word without having to
look it up in a dictionary?

Make sure you keep all these points in mind as you handle the lesson.

The Major Procasses of an Economic System

Four major processes cover the activities of people in any economic system:
the primary raw material industries, manufacturing, distribution, and the
sarvice industries. First there is the process that provides the raw materials
needed in a modern economy: the minerals and fuels; the grains and other
vegetable and animal food products; wool, cotton, flax, and other fibros;
{umber; stone, sand and clay; leather, hides, and skin and like commodities.
This is the work of enterprises engaged in agriculture, mining, lumbering,
huniting, and fishing — eften called the extractive, or primary industries.

Activity D
-1}

Is a fibre a kind of raw material?

Is silk a kind of fibre?

Is lumber another name for fibre?
is lumbering an extractive industry?

Is cutting down trees an extractive industry?

Choose tha appropriata reference

Here is a bibliography on polymerization,

Decide which of the publications in the fist are Ekely to give you () a brief
introduction to the subject; (b) an account of current developments in the
field; {c) an historical perspective on the subject; (d} the opinions of several
writers on the subject. Note down your answers.

Billmeyer, F. W. Textbook of Polymer Science. New York: John Willey
and Sons, 1962.

The Condensed Chemical Dictionary. b
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e

3 Encyclopaedia Britannica.
International Encyclopaedia of Science.

5 Lappert. M. F., and Leigh. G. )., ed., Developments in Inorganic
Polymer Chemistry. New York: American Elsevier Publishing Ce.,
1962.

6 Mandelkern, Leo. An Introduction to Macromolecules. New York:
Springer-Verlag, 1972,

;

7 Mark, H. F. “The Nature of Polymeric Materials ™ Scientific American,
September 1967, p. 149. %

8 Morton, Maurice. “Polymers Ten Years Later.*" Chemistry, October
1974, pp. 1114,

9 Stabaugh, H. W., and Parsons, T. D. Genersi Chernistry. New York:
Wiley and Sons Inc., 1971.

and Sons, 1962,

11 Wasserman, Leonard G. Chemistry: Basic Concepts and Contemporary
Applications. Belmont, California; Wadsworth Publishing Company Inc.,

1974,

{from ELT Documents 107: The U niversity of Malaya Englisk for
Special Purposes project (UMESPP, British Council, 1980)

Figure 12: Reading strategies tasks

10 Stille, J. K. Introduction to Polymer Chemistry. New York: John Wiley %

=

580

The cognitive code view of learning seems to answer many of the %
theoretical and practical problems raised by behaviourism. It treats the
learners as thinking beings and puts them firmly ar the centre of the

learning process, by stressing that learning will only take place when the ~ %
marter to be learnt is meaningful to the learners. But in itself a cognitive
"view'is ot sufficient. To complete the picture we need an affective view

B

Lo

R — ‘\\\.&”_}_?‘_ . Wi ".i;“-,

'1:..‘*'?‘:‘-\ b PR *i—'.""r SRS L e
. Al Ty L
4 The affective factor: learners as emotional beings @

T — e

People think, but they also have feelings. It is one of the paradoxes of
human nature that, although we are all aware of our feelings and their
effects on our actions, we invariably seek answers to our problems in
rational terms. It is as if we believed thar human beings always act in _
a logical and sensible manner. This attitude affects the way we see i
learners ~ more like machines to be programmed (‘P’ve taught them the
past tense. They must know it.”) than people with likes and dislikes,
fears, weaknesses and prejudices. But learners are people. Even ESP 2
learners are people. They may be learning about machines and systems,

but they still learn as human beings. Learning, particularly the learning

46



2sign

T

Jationship between the cognitive and emotional aspects of
1g is, thierefore, one of vital importanice to the siiccess or otherwise

anguage learning experience. This brings us to a matter which has

. one of the most important elements in the development of
* — motivation, E

The ‘most influéntial study of motivation in language learning has been
:ardner and Lambert’s (1972)study of bilingualism in French speaking
Ciapadar They identthed twd forms of motivation :_instrumental and
integrative. o
a) Instrumental motivation_js the reflection of an external need. The
learners are not learning a language bécause they Want to (although
this does not imply that they do not want to), but rather because they
need to. The need may derive from varying sources: the need to sell
things to speakers of the language; the need to pass an examination
in the language; the need to read texts in the language for work or
study. The need may vary, bur the important factor is that the
motivation is an external one.

b) Integrative motivation, on the other hand, derives from a desire on
the part of the learners to be members of the speech community that

oo ]

s

REE

uses a particular language. It is an jnternally generated want rather m
than an externally imposedneed. |~ o b
Gardneét arid Lambert’s conclusion was that both forms of motivation
are probably present in all learners but cach exercises a varying influence, M

depending on age, experience and changing occupational or social needs.
“Motivation, it appears, is a complex and highly individual matter.
There can be no simple answers to the question: ‘What motivates my 5
students?’ Unfortunately the ESP world, while recognising the need t6™
ask this question, has apparently assumed that there is a simple answer:
relevance to target needs. In practice this has been interpreted as
meaning Medical &% for the student of Medicine, Engineering English
for the Engincer and so on. But, as we shall see when we deal with needs
analysis, there is more to motivation than simple relevance to perceived

" needs; For the preseiit; suffice it to say that, if youir students are not fired
with burning enthusi vious relevance of their ESP marerials,

Jnachines, I'he medicine of relevar?f:e
10 _be. . sweesened, with, the.sugif of emjoyment, fun,

- creativity and a_sense of achievement. ESP, as much as any good
tegching, niceds to be mtrinsically motivating. It should satisfy their
i peeds as learners as well as their needs as potential TaTget GSers of the
° languagg. Th 6ther words, they should get satisfaction from the actual

&iexperience of learning, not om. the prospect of eventually using
" whatthey have learns.
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of a_language, is an emotional experience, and C:ow &
learning process evokes will-have-a~crucial-bedx L
failare of the Jearning (see ¢.g. Stevick, 1976). " N
~ The importance of the emotional factor is easily se. & o
the relationship between the cognitive and affective . s

actively think about what they arcf!é}i@gﬁi@ﬁﬁﬂﬁgz&fﬁih G
presuppﬁagé?’fﬁé"‘iffé(':—fiu\i'éjggét:c;if:_é:f_Vgg_qg@ggi_:_jo_:}. Before learn. /¢
actively thiiik about something, they must warit to think about ir.”

emotional reaction to the learning ; experience is the essential foundat,

for the iniifiation of the cognitive process. How: the learning is percéivec
"by the learner will affect what learning, if any, will take place. .
~We caii représent the cognitive/affective interplay in the form of a
learning cycle. This can either be a negative or a positive cycle. A good

and appropriate course will engender the kind of positive learning cycle
represented here:

learner. The cog;j_tjxg’thgg tells us that learners will leax.

Entry‘ e »| Learner wants It
point to learn
Learner sees ]
learning as an Lee_n:ner applies
enjoyable and cognitive powers to _
satisfying experience acquire knowledge

4

]

Increased competence Learning is

enables learner to successful '
learn more easily -

Learner's
competence
develops

Figure 13: A positive learning cycle

47



Theoties of learning

5 Learning and acquisition

[V e i

Much debate has recently centred around the distinction made by
Stephen Krashen (1981) between learning and acquisition. Learning is
seen as a conscious process, while acquisition proceeds unconsciously.
We have not in this section paid much attention to this distinction, using
the two terms interchangeably. This reflects our view that for the second
language learner both processes are likely to play a useful part and that
% a good ESP course will try to exploit both (see chapter 10).

t
6 _Amodel for learning e e T 20
aedent
In the light of the ideas we have discussed we will now present a model
of the learning process, which will provide 2 practical source of reference
for the ESP teacher and course designer.
First, picture the mind as a network of connections, rather like a road
% map (see figure 14). The individual houses, towns and villages represent
items or bundles of knowledge. These various settlements, however, are
only useful if they are connected to the main network by roads. The
mind of the learner is like a dévelopment agency. It wants to bFing the
settlements into the network and so develop their potential. To achieve
— this, communication links must be established. But as with any com-
& munications network, links can only be established from existing links.
In figure 14, for example, town X is unlikely to be connected into the
network, unless towns Y and Z are already connected. The towns and
villages in K can’t be connected until some way is found of bridging
the river. But, of course, once the river is bridged, it will open up a whole
new area. The same applies to the settlements beyond the mountains.
There is no limit to the number of links possible. Indeed the more links
a place already has the more it is likely to attract. (See figure 14.)
Why have we pictured the mind as operating like this?
{a), Individual items of knowledge, like the towns, have little significance
> on their own. They only acquire meaning and use when they are
. connected into the network of existing knowledge.
B ¢b) I is the existing network that makes it possible to construct new
== connections. So in the act of acquiring new knowledge it is the
learner’s existing knowledge that makes it possible to learn new
items.
Items of knowledge are not of equal significance. Some items are
“harder to acquire, but may open up wide possibilities for further
learning. Like a bridge across a river or a tunnel through a mountain,
learning a generative rule may take time, but once it is there, it greatly
increases the potential for further learning. This is why so often

)

S

Sl

49



Course design

/
i

Figure 14: A model for learning

learning appears to progress in leaps and bounds. For a long time
it might appear that little progress is being made; then suddenly the ~

learner makes an enormous leap to a hjgnﬁﬁijéiffé[fgf.com-pct'en?:'é?
Think of these leaps as the crossing of rivers, mountains and other
- . major obstacles.
id)..Roads and railways are not built haphazardly. They require planning.
=" The roadbuilder has to recognise where problems lie and work out
strategies for solving those problems. In the same way the learner will

§o
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make better progress by developing strategies for solving the learning

e problems that will arise.

i e),, A communication network is a system. If the roadbuilder can see the
whole system, the planmng and construction of the roads will be 2
lot easier. Language is a system, too. If the learner sees it as just a
haphazard set of arbitrary and capricious obstacles, learning will be

=, difficult, if not impossible.

f)) Last, but by no means least, before anyone builds a road, crosses a
river or climbs a mountain, they must have some kind of motivation
to do so. If they could not care less what is beyond the mountains,
dislike the people who come from there or are simply afraid of
travelling, the chances of communication links being established are
minimal. First of all, there must be a need to establish the links. In
__ESP, this need is usually taken for granted. But, as anyone who has _

“set out on a long and possibly difficult journey will know, a need is
“not_enough. You can always find_an _excuse for_not _going. The
4 traveller must also want to make the journey. And the traveller who

“to: acquire knowledge is a necessary factor, but of equal if not greater
- 1mportance, is the need to actually enjoy the process of acquisition.

NI TR T =y
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Conclusion

In this chapter we have given a brief summary of the most important

developments in approaches to learning and considered their reievance _

_to ESP. In conclusion we should like to make two points: -~ -

a) We still do not know very much about learning. It is important,

“therefore, not to base any approach too narrowly on one theory. As
with language descriptions, it is wise to take an eclectic approach !
taking what is useful from each theory and trusting also in the
evidence of your own experience as a teacher. It is probable that theré
are cognitive, affective and behaviourist aspects to learning, and each
“can be a resource to the ESP practitioner. For example, you may
choose a behaviourist approach to the teaching of pronunciation, a
cogmtlve approach to the teaching of grammar and use affective
criteria in selecting your texts.

b) Theories of learning and language descriptions are not causally
lmked As Corder (1973) says:

“There is no logical connection between a particular psychological theory of how
grammar is learned and any particular theory of language structure...there is,
however, an undoubted bistorical connection between them.’

D omomy o o PPEAANED o O
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Thus a behaviourist theory of learning does not have to accompany a
structural view of langnage. Nor is there any causal link berween a
functional view of language and a cognitive learning theory. Indeed, it
might be argued that structuralism with its emphasis on a finite set of
rules lends itself more naturally to a cognitive approach, which stresses E
the importance of rules. A functional description, on the other hand,

lacks a systematic grammar, so might be thought to fit better with a
behaviourist view of learning (Hutchinson, 1984). In practice, the
implication is that both language description and learning theory should
be selected in accordance with Sweet’s elegant principle of ‘ whether or
not the learning of the language will be facilitated thereby’ (quoted in
Corder, x973).

Having now considered the two main theoretical bases of course design,
we shall look in the next chapter at the practical aspect thar is often
characterised as the distinguishing feature of ESP ~ needs analysis.

foce i

;
;
g

Tasks

1 Look at the rules of a behaviourist methodology on p. 40. In what
ways do they conflict with the cognitive /affective views of learning ?

=

2 'What value do you think structural pattern drills have?

3 What is the importance to language teaching of the view of language
behaviour as rule-governed activity ?

4 Try to do the reading strategies tasks in figure 12.
a) Whatstrategies did you use to get your answers ?
b) How did you feel about the experience? Did you find it satisfying
or frustrating ?

5 One of the tasks in figure 12 comes from a ‘general’ component; the
other is from a Science component.
““.\-_P/a) Which do you think is which ? Why?
) b) Do you see any significant differences between them ?

!

&= g

! 6 Consider the motivation of your own students. Does it resemble
-’ integrative or instrumental motivation >

]

7 What practical implications does the model of learning on p. 49 have
for ESP materials and methodology? Make a set of precepts for a

learning-centred methodology, like those for the behaviourist
methodology.
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6 Needs analysis

From each according to his abilities, to each according to his
needs.

(Karl Marx)

We have defined ESP as an approach to course design which srarts with
the question ‘Why do these learners need to learn English ?* But it could
be argued that this should be the starting question to any course, General
or ESP. All courses are based on a perceived need of some sort.
Otherwise why would English find its way on to a school or college
timetable: someone at some time must have decided there was a need
for it. What then, in the terms of our definition, is the difference between
ESP and General English ?

The answer to this very reasonable question is ‘in theory nothing, in
practice a great deal’. It is often argued that the needs of the General
English learner, for example the schoolchild, are not specifiable. This,
is an assumption that owes more to. institutional inertia and the weight
of tradition than to any reality, but it is a powerful force nevertheless.
In fact, this is thé Weakest of all arguments, because it is always possible

o specify needs; even if it is only the Hicéd t5 pass the exam at the end -

of the school year. There is always an identifable need of somie sort.

P_from-General English-1s mot-the-existence of

a need as such but tather an awareiiess of the niced. If learners, sponsors

" “and teachers know why the learners need English, that awareness -will

have an"irifliience on what will bé acceptable as reasonable content in
the language course and, on the positive side, what potential can be

exploited. Thus, although it might appear on the surface that the ESP ,;
course is characterised by its content (Science, Medicine, Commerce,

Tourism etc.), this is, in fact, only a secondary consequence of the
primary matter of being able to readily specify why the learners need
English. Put briefly,” 1 15 not so much the nature of the need which

distinguishes the ESP from the General course but rather the awareness.

of a need. .

This being said, we would still maintain that any course should be
based on an analysis of learner need. This is one way in which ESP
procedures can have a useful effect on General English and indicates once
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more the need for a comimon approach. The answers to the analysis will
probably be different, but the questions that need to be asked are the
same. Nevertheless, for the time being, the tradition persists in General
English that learner needs can’t be specified and as 2 result no attempt
is usually made to discover learners’ true needs. Thus if we had to state
in practical terms the irreducible minimum of an ESP approach to
course design, it would be needs analysis, since it is the awareness of 2
target situation —a definable need to communicate ish - thar
distinguishes the ESPJeaen, the learner of General English.

T chipters 4 and 5 we looked at some of the questions that should
be asked about the nature of language and the teaching/ learning process
in general. In this chapter we shall look at the more specific matter of
needs analysis. We shall be seeking answers to two questions. Firstly,
what do we mean by ‘needs’? Secondly, what kind of information

shild #needsanalysis tell s ? T
o " Probably, the mést thorough and widely known work on needs
analysis is John Munby’s Communicative Syllabus Design (1978).
Munby presents a highly detailed set of procedures for discovering target
situation needs. He calls this set of procedures the Communication
Needs Processor (CNP). The CNP consists of a range of questions about
_—key communication variables (topic, participants, medium etc.) which

i
i

WK
i

can be used to identify the target langiage needs of any group of
learners.

The work marked a watershed in the development of ESP. With the
development of the CNP it seemed as if ESP had come of age. The
machinery for identifying the needs of any group of learners had been
provided: all the course designer had to do was to operate it. However,
Communicative Syllabus Design proved to be a watershed in quite
another way. By taking the analysis of target needs o its logical
conclusion, it showed the ultimate sterility of a language-centred
approach to needs analysis. It illustrated, in effect, not how much could

be learnt from a ‘scientific’ needs analysis, but rather how little. Why
was this so? g

The answer lies in the first of our questions about needs analysis:
‘What do we mean by needs?” In the language-centred approach, the -
answer to this question would be ‘the ability to comprehend and/or
produce the linguistic features of the target situation’, for example the
ability to understand the passive voice. Thus what the CNP produces
is a list of the linguistic features of the target situation. But there is much
moFe 16 nceds than this -

In the first instance, we can make a basic distinction between target
needs (i.e. what the learner needs 't do_in. the. farget, sityation) and
ledrning needs Ti.e. what the learner needs to do in order to learn). We
shall consider learning needs later, Butever TR TES: CATEESTY of target -
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needs we can identify further divisions under the general h;:ading of
need.

T Whatare target needs?

PRIt
“Target needs’ is something of an umbrella term, which in practice hides
a number of important distinctions. It is more useful to look at the target
_situation in terms of recessities, lacks and wants.

K
h

a) Necessities | oo Yoz oy e iy HELERAE

S

We cahcallh ‘necessities’ the type of need determined by the demands

of the targer situation; that is, what the learner has to know in order
to function effectively in the farger situation. For example, a busincesman
or -woman might need to understand business letters, to communicate
effectively at sales conferences, to get the necessary information from
sales catalogues and so on. He or she will presumably also need to know
the linguistic features — discotirsal tunctional, structural, lexical = Which
aré”commonly used in the situations identified. This information is
relatively easy to gather. It is a matter of observing what situations the
learner will need to function in and then analysing the constituent parts
of them.

The following example of this procedure is adapted from Munby

(x978), and it shows the necessities for a learner who works as a head
waiter in a hotel:

Sample ‘communication activities’ Related 'micro-functions’ Language forms (p,r&d;ctivc)
7.1.1 Attending to customers® arrival 7. 1.1 1. intention Lwill bring the menu,
2. prohibit 1 am afraid we are fulliclosed.
3. direce Please follow me/Will you sit
158 here please.
7. L2 Arending to customers’ order 7. 1.2 1. suggestive May | supgest the e vrecsemaes 4
- advie {ete.)
- 3. describe May | recommend the wmmimesen?
‘ ete {etc.)
You may find the ...

oo hotspicy. o

7.1.3 Serving the arder, 7. 1.3 1. question < fOr you, si/madam?
o5, 2

Figure 15: A needs analysis using the CNP

b) Lack.f;_‘ ‘ Jl,ﬁ S U oL SRS BT IR ¢ ey

I S S .

To identify necessities alone, however, is not enough, since the concern
in ESP is with the needs of particular learners. You also need to know.

b o
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what
the necessitics the learner lacks. One target situation necessity might be
to read "teXts in a particular subject area. Whether or not the learners
need instruction in doing this will depend on how well they can do it
already. The rtarget proficiency in other words, needs to be matched
against the existing proficiency of the learners. The gap between the rwo
can be referred to as the learner’s lacks (Hutchinson, Waters and Breen
1979)-

¢} Wants

\\_'MM—N“WV . - - » -
So far, we have considered target needs only in an objective sense, with
the actual learners playing no active role. But the learners too, have a
view as to what their needs are. As Richterich (1984 p. 29) comments:

...a need does not exist independent of a person. It is people who build their
images of their needs on the basis of data relating to themselves and their
environment,’

We have stressed above that it is an awareness of need that characterises
the ESP situation. But awareness is a matter of perception, and
perception may vary according to one’s standpoint. Learners may well
have a clear idea of the ‘necessities’ of the target situation: they will
certainly have a view as to their ‘lacks’. But it is quite possible that the
learners’ views will conflict with the perceptions of other interested

‘Parties: colitse designiers, sponsors, teachéfs. Some examples will illus-

tra;g_this::"‘mi T L e e e T LS PR -

1) Karl Jensen is a German engineer who has a frequent and important
need to read texts in English. He also needs to talk to overseas
colleagues occasionally, for example, at the annual planning confer-
ence. The company he works for is a multi-national company and
the operating language for communication outside national
boundaries is English, although the majority of workers are non-
native speakers. By any quantitative analysis Karl Jensen’s need is
for reading, because it is a much more frequent activity for him. But
he feels a far stronger need to spend his time in the English class
improving his oral competence. Why? The answer lies in the way
in which he identifies his own personality with the use of a foreign
language. He reads in private and at his own speed: he can use a
dictionary, if he wants. But when he is speaking, his pride is on the
line: his English competence (or lack of it, as he sees it} is exposed
for all to see and he is under pressure to participate at a speed
determined by the discourse. Therefore, Karl Jensen sees his greatest
need as being the improvement of his ora) proficiency.

1) LiYuZhenisa Chinese graduate in Chemistry, who is going to study

56
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In view of the complexity of needs which we have seen, it is desirable

to use more than one of these methods. The choice will obviously depend
on'the time and resources available. It is also important to remember
that needs analysis is not a once-for-all activity. It should be a continuing
process, in which the conclusions drawn are constantly checked and _ ..
re-assessed (see e.g. Drobnic, 1978).

The analysis of target situation needs is in essence a matter of asking
questions about the target situation and the attitudes.towards that,/ }-
situation of the various participants in the leaar%ifgﬁ_mm:md
procedures for gathering information are beyond the scope of this book.
There are a number of books and articles that may be referred to for
this purpose, for example Mackay (1978), Munby (1978), Cohen and
Mannion (x980), Richterich and Chancerel (1980). The simple framework
below outlines the kind of information that the course designer needs
to gather from an analysis of target needs.

-

L A target s.'tuatlon analys:s framework o
B i R N it
Why is the language needed ?
~ for study;
— for work;
— for training;

— for a combination of these;
- for some other purpose, e.g. status, examination, promotiorn.

How will the language be used ?

-~ medium: speaking, writing, reading etc.;

— channel: e.g. telephone, face to face;

—types of text or discourse: e.g. academic texts, lectures, informal
conversations, technical manuals, catalogues.

What will the content areas be?

- sub;ects e.g. medicine, biology, architecture, shipping, commerce,
engineering;
— level: e.g. technician, craftsman, postgraduate, secondary school.

~ native spcakcrs or non-native;
— level of knowledge of receiver: e.g. expert, layman, student;
~ relationship: e.g. colleague, teacher, customer, superior, subordinate.

Where will the language be used ?

— physical setting: e.g. office, lecture theatre, hotel, workshop, library;
— human context: e.g. alone, meetings, demonstrations, on telephone;
— linguistic context: e.g. in own country, abroad.
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When will the language be used ?
— concurrently with the ESP course or subsequently; @
— frequently, seldom, in small amounts, in large chunks.

In view of what has been said earlier in this chapter about needs and
wants, it is clear that interpretations of needs can vary according to the
point of view of the particular respondent. ESP, like any educational
matter, is concerned with people, and as such is subject to all the vagaries
and foibles of human behaviour. For example, in analysing the needs
of students, it would. be normal practice to ask both the lecturers and
the students about their English needs, There may be a endency on the
part of the lecturers-to-oxaggerate the need for Enelish, since Fistr=
~mediufi_instruction is_often_considered .to have_higher ‘The
lecturer, in_other words, has a personal investment in giving the |
impression that the level of English needed is high. The students, onthe’

other hand, may give a much lower indication of the need for English, |

becdtisé they kiiow ({or Would ‘prefer to believe) that it is not really |

necessary. They might consider their interests to lie in English for theigf
futiire employment, for social purposes or éven in not having Engli
atalll T
It i§ obviously necessary to obtain answers to the questions from a
variety of sources, and then to try and negotiate (delicately) a satisfactory
compromise. We shall deal with the matter of what you do with the

information gathered by needs analysis in Section 3. ?«'5

-

3 Learning needs

ill now we have considered needs only in terms of target situation
“*needs. We have been considering the question: *What knowledge and
*\, abilities will the learners require in order.ta.be. able to perform to the %%
~ required degree of competence in t e, larget sitnation ?” "Using Our -
! immﬁjbﬁr%ﬁ“%ﬁ we have done so far is
"to consider the starting point (lacks) and the destination (necessities), %
although we have also seen that there might be some dispute as to what
that destination should be (wants). What we have not considered yet is
the route.” How are we going to get from our starting point to the
destination ? This indicates another kind of need:; learning needs.
To understand what is meant by learning needs, let us look a little
more closely at what happens in the analysis of target situation needs.
In looking at the target situation, the ESP course designer is asking
the question: ‘What does the expert communicator need to know in

order to function effectively in this sitﬁ'on ?’ This information may bé

recorded in terms of language items strategies, subject knowledge -
et e o : ; - e et eonye T
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""a device which actually would &

Needs analysis

What the analysis cannot do, however, is show how the expert
communicator learnt the language items, skills and strategies that he or
she uses (Smith, 1984). Analysing what people do tells you little, if
anything, about how they learnt to do it. Yet, the whole ESP process
is concerned not with knowing or doing, but with learning. It is s naive
to base a course design simply on the target objectives, just as it is naive
to think that a journey can be planned solely in terms of the starting
‘point and the destination; The needs, potential and constraints of the

_route (i-¢. the learning situation) must also be taken into account, iF we
“are going to have any useful analysis of learmerneeds. ™~ -
*An¢xainple 6f what this means iay bé seen in the matter of choosing
texts.

Let us say, we are preparing materials for a group of learners who
need to read texts on Systems. Most of the available texts are long and
dull. Should these texts be used for ESP? We would say no. The learners’
motivation in the target situation will not necessarily carry over to the
ESP classroom. They may well have to read very dull texts in their work
or studies, but they probably have some strong motivation to do so. This
does not imply that they will accept or learn from dull texts in ESP. It
may be more appropriate to look for texts that are more interesting or
humorous in order to generate the motivation needed to learn English
(Futchinson and Waters, 1983). An imaginative example of a focus on
the learning situation is James B. Herbolich’s box kite project {1979).
Herbolich describes a scheme in which Engineering students at the
University of Kuwait had to build a box kite and write a manual
explaining how to construct it. Herbolich gives five reasons for choosing
the box kite as the object of the project:

—_

“The mechanism should be (1) relatively new to the students; () related to a
ficld of Engineering; (3) a device which allowed the attainment 6f new lexis; ()
yperateyand (5renjoyableio const;ru%t_ar_ﬁi test.’

It is interesting to consider how far the activity reflects target situation
needs and how far the needs of the learning situation. The students would
have to write manuals in the target situation and this obviously explains
the choice of this particular mode of expression. The students were_
studying Engineering, hence reason (2).above. But this’is the limit of the
influence of the target situation. All the other reasons given deiive from
théTieeds of the learning situation — the need for a rask that is enjoyable,
fulfilling, manageable, generative etc. The project, in effect, is. guided in
terms of its general orientation by the target situation, but its specific
content is a response to learning needs. ) '
""Herbolich’s project reminds us once more that ESP learners are people.
They may be learning about machines, but they are not the word-
crunching machines which too many approaches to ESP seem to imply.
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In the target situation they may need, for example, to read long, dull
or complex texts, but their motivation to do so may be high because:
~ they like the subject in general;
— examinations are looming ;
~ job/promotion prospects may be involved;
~ they may be going on to do very interesting experiments or practical
work based on the texts;
— they may like and/or respect the subject teacher or boss;
— they may be very good at their subject, but poor at English.
- For all manner of possible reasons learners may be.well marivated in_
;> the subject lesson or in their Work, but totally tarned off by €ncountering——
"%, the same materal in an ESP classroom. The target situation, in other
% | Words; 15 not a reliable indicator of what is needed or useful in the ESP
N‘j / learning situation. The target situation analysis can determine the
S " destination; it can also act as a compass on the journey to give general
" | direction, but we must choose our route according to the vehicles and
guides available (i.e. the conditons of the learning situation), the

i
i

=2 |

Ft
existing roads within the learner’s mind (i.e. their knowledge, skills and é
" strategies) and the learners’ motivation for travelling.

- “"*-—--w...._,_____qﬁ_h___ 3 AN AN e )

—— e o 2o ﬂ_“;
4 Analysing learning needs
To analyse learning needs, we can use a similar checklist to that used g'ii.
for target situation analysis:
A framework for analysing learning needs : @
Why are the learners taking the course ?
— compulsory or optional;
— apparent need or not;

— Are status, money, promotion involved ?
— What do learners think they will achieve ?
— What is their attitude rowards the ESP course? Do they want to

improve their English or do they resent the time they have to spend
on it? &

How do the learners learn?

— What is their learning background ?

— What is their concept of teaching and learning ?

— What methodology will appeal to them ?

— What sort of techniques are likely to bore /alienate them ?
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What resources are available ?

— number and professional competence of teachers;

— attitude of teachers to ESP;

~ teachers’ knowledge of and attitude to the subject content;
— materials;

— aids;

— opportunities for out-of-class activities.

Who are the learners?

— age/sex/nationality;

— What do they know already about English ?

— What subject knowledge do they have?

~ What are their interests?

— What is their socio-cultural background ?

— What teaching styles are they used to?

— What is their attitude to English or to the culturés of the English-
speaking world ?

Where will the ESP course take place?
- are the surroundings pleasant, dull, noisy, cold etc?

When will the ESP course take place ?
~ time of day;

~ every day/once a week;

— full-time/part-time;

— concurrent with need or pre-need.

Conclusion

In this chapter we have looked at the most characteristic feature of ESP
course design — needs analysis. We have tried to show that it is a
complex process, involving much more than simply looking at what the
learners will have to do in the target situation. Most of all, we have tried”

- i i

to stress that both target situation needs and learning needs must be

“taked into account. Analysis of target situation needs 1s conicerned with

language use-But tangiage use is only part of the story. We also need
to kndw-about language learning. Analysis of the target situation can
tell us what people do with language. What we also need to know is
how people learn to do what they do with language. We need, in other

words, a learning-centred approach to needs analysis.
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Tasks

o . _
/ £3In what ways will an awareness of need affect an ESP course?

1'|:.:.3'"(‘ !

2 How might you analyse the needs of secondary school learners ? What
results do you think you would get ?

{ 3 iWhat would you do faced with Mead’s sitnation ?
\%)3»:.‘.'%'

faEy =l

4 Make an analysis of your own learners’ needs using the Framework
for analysing target needs.

5 Analyse your own teaching/learning situation using the Framework
for analysing learning needs.

&2

6 Study your own ESP textbook or materials. Try to reconstruct the
results of the needs analysis it is based on.

R

&34
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7 Approaches to course design

i u*"h 3
o i uf“ -
.
) boak . .
Yy oA They must have the defects of their qualities.
7y 14 q

(translated from Honoré de Balzac: Le Lys dans la Vallée)

..Course design is the process by which the raw data about a learning need
is mrcrpreted inorderto produce an integrated series of ggagh;ng-lcarnmg
expetiences, whose ultimate aim is to lead the learners to a particular
state of knowledge. In practical terms this entails the e use of the
theoretical and etmpirical mformaglon available to _Eypguce a_syllabus;
to~select, adapt or Write materials in accordance with the syIlabus, o’
dévelop a methodology for teachmg those materials and to eéstablish”
evaluatiof procedures by which progress towards the specified goals will
be measured..

So let us assume we have completed our needs analysis and reviewed
the theoretical models of learning and language available. We now have
to face that crushing question: What do we do with the information we

have gathered? Askmg questions about learner needs will not of 1tself

another series of questions. The data from our needs analysm can help
to answer these questions. But care is needed: there is no necessary

one-to-one transfer from nceﬁnalysls to course design. We havé seerr
already that answers from one area (Mhat Tearners need) and an()ther

(what learners want) thay conflict. . We must remcmber that there are ~

external Constraints (classroom facilities/fime) that will restrict what js
possible. There are also our_own theorencal views and _(not to be
dJscounted) expenence of the classroom to take into account.
"ZTheré are probably as many different approaches to ESP course desxgn
as there are course designers. We can, however, identify three main

types: language~centred skllls-ccntrcd and learning-centred.

1 Language-centred course design

This is the simplest k1nd of course design process and is probably the
one most familiar to English teachers. It is pamcularly prevalent in ESP.
The language-centred course dcagn process aims to draw as direct

R T e e o e 48 P T s T e
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a connection as possible between the analysis of the target situation and
SP course. It proceeds as follows .

‘the content of th

target situation

ldentify learners’

Select theoretical
views of language

ldentify linguistic features
of target situation

Y

Create syllabus

Y

Design materials to
exemplify syllabus items

Y

Establish evaluation procedures to test
acquisition of syllabus items

Figure 17: A language-centred approach to course design
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- At first sight, this may seem to be z very logical procedure. It starts with
the learner, proceeds through various stages of analysis to a syllabus,
thence to materials in use in the classroom and finally to evaluation of
mastery of the syllabus items. However, logical and straightforward as

o it may seem, it has a number of weaknesses : T
@ o i), ‘Tt staris from the léarners and their niceds, and thus it might be

iy

¥

considered a learner-centred approach, but it is, in fact, not learner-
centred in any meaningful sense of the term. The learner is simply
used as a means of identifying the target situation. Instead of taking
the whole of English and teaching it to the learner, as happens in
General English, only a restricted area of the language is taught. As
figure 18 shows, the learner is used solely as a way of locating the
restricted area. Thereafter the ledrner plays no furthef part in the
process. As we have seen, however, when considéring needs analysis, *
-the learner should be considered at every stage of the process. Yet,_
in this model the learning needs of the students are not accounted

for_at all It istherefore, Tior lea rner-ceiitred, but_simply learner-
restricted, T
LANGUAGE LEARNER LANGUAGE LEARNER

TR

e

General English Language-centred ESP
Figure 18: The learner-restricted syllabus

/' . .
. b) The language-centred process can also be criticised for being a static
™ and inflexible procedure, which can take little account of the conflicts

and contradictions that are inherent in any human endeavour. Once
the initial analysis of the target situation is done, the course designer
is locked into a relentless process. But what if the initial analysis is
wrong? What if some crucial element, such as the unexpected -
‘motivational attitude of Mead’s students (see above p. 57} is not taken
into account ? Any procedure must have flexibility, feedback channels
and error tolerance built in so that it can respond to unsuspected or
developing influences.

5} One of the alluring features of this model is that it appears to be

o
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PURICEPINEY £ 1A% g B
'

_to themselves.-And unfortariately we hav

NIV g ) \.».,._ﬂp.{ S

systematic. But in so doing it engenders the false belief that learning
itself is systematic ~ that the systematic analysis and presentation of
‘language data will produce systematic” learning in_thelearner.
Unfortunately the role of systematisation in learning is not so simple.
Certainly, there is a lot of evidence to show that the systematisation
of knowledge plays a crucial role in the learning process: we learn
by fitting individual items of knowledge together to create a meaning-
ful predictive system. But the most important point here is that

it must be an internally-gené¥rated-system not-an extérnally-imposed’

_System. The fact that knowledge has been systematically analysed
and systematical t

be systematically learnt. Learners have to make the system meaningful ™

lves e to admit that we do not
know énough about how the mind actually goes about creating its
internal system of knowledge. We must, however, avoid the mistake
made by the Audiolingual Approach of believing that because
language has a describable system, describing that system will induce

-, Systematic learning.
\-d)./The language-centred model gives no acknowledgement to factors

ey

o e

which must inevitably play a part in the creation of any course. Data
such as that produced by a needs analysis, i$ not important in itself.

Data must beiiiféipreted, and in interpreting we make use of all $orts
of knowledge that are not revealed in the analysis itself. What is

actually happening in the langidge-céntred approach™is that an -

amalytical model is als being used inapproprately as 4 prediciive

model. An analysis of what happens in a particular situation is being
used to determine the content of pedagogic syllabuses and materials.
But there are all manner of other factors which will influence these
activities. To take a simple example, one of the primary principles
of good pedagogic materials is that they shoiild be interesting. An
analysis of language items cannot tell you whether a téxt of af
activity is interesting. Thus, if materials are based on the language-
centred model, then, either there are other factors being used, which
are not acknowledged in the model, or, and sadly this is what seems
so often to be the case, these learning factors are not considered to
be important at all. As a teacher once remarked at a seminar on
. materials writing, ‘It doesn’t matter if it’s boring, It’s ESP.’
The language-centred analysis of target situation data is only at the
surface level. It reveals very little about the competence that underlies
the performance.

In summary, then, the logical, straightforward appeal of the language-
centred approach is, in effect, its weakness. It fails to recognise the fact
thar, learners being people, learning is not a straightforward, logical
process. o
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Approaches to course design
g Skills-centred course design

The sEiIls-centreia,ppnoach.toESP-has‘B"égl widely applied in 2 number
of countries, particularly in Latin America. Students in universities and
colleges there have the limited, but important need to read subject texts
in English, because they are unavailable in the mother tongue. In_
response to this need, a number of ESP projects have been set up with’
the specific aim of developing the students’ ability to read in English (see
above p. 73)- The skills:centred approachiis foiirided on two fundamental
principles, one theoretical, the other pragmanc o

‘a). The basic theoretical hypothesis is that underlying any ianguage

~" behaviour are certain skills and strategies, which the learner uses in
order to produce or comprehend discourse. A skills-centred approach
aims to s to get away from the surface performance nce data and look at the.
competerice that wnidetlies thc*‘performance Tsee 1{e) above). A
skills-cenitred course, therefore, will present its learning objectives
(though probably not explicitly) in terms of both performance and
competence. This example from a Brazilian ESP syllabus for Library
Science students is given in Maciel et al. (983) (our brackets):

General objective (i.e. performance level):

The student will be able to catalogue books written in English.
Specific objectives {i.e. competence level):

The student will be able to:

—extract the gist of a text by skimming through it.

—extract relevant information from the main parts of a book.

b) The pragmatic basis for the skills-centred approach derives from a
! distinction made by Widdowson (1981) between goal-oriented
courses and process-oriented courses. Holmes (r982) points out

thats T

R—

‘In ESP the main problem is usually one of time available and student
experience. First, the aims may be defined in terms of what is desirable,
—i.e. to be able to read in the literature of the students’ specialism, but
there may be nowhere near enough time to reach this aim during the period
of the course. Secondly, the students may be in their first year of studies
with little experience of the literature of their specialism... Accordingly
both these factors...may be constraints which say right from the start,
“The aims cannot be achieved during the course.”’

Holmes puts his finger on a contradiction that arises from i mterpretmg

‘needs’ in the narrow sense of “target situation necessities’. If the ESP
course is designed in terms of goals, there is in effect a tacit admission
thar a Jarge number of students will fail the course. Since ESP is by

* Our use of the term ‘skills-centred’ can be taken as synonymous with Widdowson's (and
Holmes"} * process-oriented .
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its very nature a process that is intended to enable people to achieve
a purpose, it is at best a little odd to frame the course in such a way
as to almost predict failure. The_process-oriented approach tries to
avoid this problem by removing the distinction between the ESP
course-aid the tafgec situation. The ESP Coiirse is niot seen as a-
self-sufficient unit from which learners emerge as proficient target
situation performers, because, as Holmes points out, a number of
students are unlikely to achieve this proficiency. Instead, the ESP
course and the targer situation are seen as a continuum of constantly it
developing degrees of proficiency with no cut-off point of success or
failure. The emphasis in the ESP course, then, is not on achieving 2 %
il

particular sct of godls, but on enabling the learners to achieve what,

nes:

they can within the given conserai
e e
" “The process-oriented approach. .. is at least realistic in concentrating on
. strategies and processes of making students aware of their own abilities and
'\, potential, and motivating them to tackle target texts on their own after the /

\e\gd of the course, so that they can continue to improve.’ {ibid.) ¢ i

/The skills-centred model, therefore, is a reaction both to the idea of
* specific registers of English as a basis for ESP and to the practical
constraints on learning imposed by limited time and resources. In
essence it sees the ESP course as helping learners to develop skills and
strategies which will continue to develop after the ESP course itself. Its 7
alm is-not to provide a specified corpus of linguistic knowledge but'to

make the learners into better processors of rformiation. We might:
present the skills-centred modél as'in figure 19, ™ " . 7
The role of needs analysis in a skills-centred approach is twofold. "% L
~Firstly, it provides a basis for discovering the underlying competence that
! senables people to perform in the target sitnation. Secondly, it enables %
: /the course designer to discover the potential knowledge and abilities that /- =
" the learners bring to the ESP classroom. _ -
L.T\F,a The skills-centred approach, therefore, can certainly claim to take the
* learner more into account than the language-centred approach:
a) It views language in terms of how the mind of the learner processes
it rather than as an entity in itself.
b) It tries to build on the positive factors that the learners bring to the L
course, rather than just on the negative idea of ‘lacks’.
c} It frames its objectives in open-ended terms, so enabling learners to 7
achieve at least something. i
Yet, in spite of its concern for the learner, the skills-centred approach
 still approaches the learner as a user of language rather than as a learner
" of language. The processes it is concerned with are the processes of
language use not of language learning. It is with this distinction in mind
that we turn to the third approach to course design.

\
!
]
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Course design 4
~\..-‘\-'—\' \‘r\\_‘:‘a"’t"’* i e by :;-';‘"_,_;.‘.j‘m.l. ";,;uf;;.fgs‘f.‘f'v"w.ﬁ,;:,/‘:’-ﬁl i
3 Alearning-centred approach’ . . o

- et il

Before describing this approach, we should expand our explanation of 7;
why we have chosen the term learning-centred instead of the more -
common term learner-centred. é_.ﬁ‘
The learner-centred approach* is based on the principle that learning ™
is totally determined by the learner. As teachers we can influence what h
we teach, but what learners leatnis determined by the learners alone. =7
Learning is seen as a process in which the learners use what knowledge
Lor skills they have in order to make sense of the flow of new information. <
" Learning, therefore, is an internal process, which is crucially dependent "&:3
-upon the knowledge the learners already have and their ability and ¥ @
" motivation to use it. Itis-difficile 't fault this view of learning, ifwe i
See learning simply in terms of the end product in the learner’s mind. e
But learning can, and should, be seen in the context in which it takes
place. Learning is not just a mental process, it is a process of negotiation
berween individuals and society.-Society ‘sets the target (in the case of
ESP, pérformance in the targét sithation) and the individuals must do
their best to get as close to that targer as is possible (or reject it). The
learners will certainly determine their own route to the target and the
speed at which they travel the route, but that does not make the target
unimportant. The target still has a detérmining influence on the possible
routes. In the learning process, then, there is more than just the learner,
to consider. For this reason we would reject the term a learner-centred £
approach in favour of a learning-centred approach to indicate that the .-
concern is to maximise learning. The learner is one factor to consider
in the learning procéss, but not the Sy sne. This the term: carner:.\
centred would for.ouc purpose.be migleading. =
“To return to our discussion of approaches to course design, we can
see that for all its emphasis on the learner, the skills-centred approach
does not fully take the learner into account, because it still makes the ESP
learning situation too dependent on the target situation. The Téarner is,
used to identify and to dnialyse the target situation fiéeds. But then, as '
with the language-centred approach, the learner is discarded and the
target situation analysis is allowed to determine the content of the course
with little further reference to the learner.
A language-centred approach says: This is the nature of the target
situation performance and that will determine the ESP course. o
A skills-centred approach says: Fhat's not enough. We must look «

¥
* A truly learner-cenrred approach does not really exist at the current time. We would not like

to give the irpression that it is a formalised approach in actual use. Indeed since most fearning
takes place within institutionalised systems, it is difficult to see how such an approach could be
taken, as it more or less rules out pre-determined syllabuses, materials etc. Thus it should be
viewed more as a theoretical attack on established procedure than as a practical approach to
course design. @

0
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behind the targer performance data to discover what processes enable
someone to perform. Those processes will determine the ESP course.
”~ . 3 .
;A learning-centred approach says: That’s not enough either. We must
“Took beyond the competence that enables someone to perform, because
what we really want to discover is not the competence itself, but how
someone acquires that competence. -
We might see the relationship in this diagram:

Identify target situation

A Iaugugr_géic_iqntred approach

v considers the learner to here.
N

Analyse target situation

Y

o Analyse learning situation A skills-centred approach

B M W A — | B w—— o A —
b

considers the learner to here.

Y

Write syllabus

\1

Write materials

A 4

Teach materials

y/

Evaluate learner achievement
- A learning-centred approéch
i tmust consider the learner

at every stage.

Figure20: A comparison of approaches to course design
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Figure 20 shows that a learning-centred approach to course design takes
account of the learner at every stage of the design process. This has two
implications:
+2) »Course design is a negotiated process. There is no single factor which
%" has an outright determining influence on the content of the course.

The ESP learning situation and the target situation will both influence
the nature of the syllabus, materials, methodology and evaluation
procedures. Similarly each of these components will influence and be
influenced by the others.

' b) ‘Course design is a dynamic process. It does not move in a linear
\_/ fashion from initial analysis to completed course. Needs and resources

vary with time. The course design, therefore, needs to have built-in
feedback channels to enable the course to respond to developments.

The learning-centred course design process is shown in this diagram

¥

cole T

-_{; - ‘.','-.e.r'*\!lﬁd Ea

Identify learners :

Y

.,

" S N

- .- Identify needs/potential’
+ A constraints of learning/

Theoretical Analyse
views of learning
learning situation
X s
o
ga 7
PRI

.S * P

~  ldentify attitudes/wants/
potential of learners

teaching situation

.
PR3

Anaiyse Theoretical |.-
target views of L
situation language

Identify skills and
knowledge needed to
function in the
target situation

|

. - LJ'. £ . I -
bt Write syllabus/materials |~ ° o
1o exploit the potential of e e 708
the learning situation
Evaluation [~ in the acquisition of the » Evaluation
skills and knowledge

required by the
target situation

Figure 21: A learning-centred approach to course design
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What does it mean in practical terms to take a learning—ccqtred approach
to ESP? We will look in more detail at this question in Muterials design
(chapter 10). For the moment let us look at a fairly common example
at the level of course design. .
A needs analysis reveals that the ESP learners need English in order
to be able to read texts in their subject specialism. They have no need !
to write, speak or listen to English. Their sole need is to read English 1

texts. If we followed a language-centred or skills-centred approach to

course design, we might conclude that ESP lessons would concern
themselves only with the activity of reading texts. There would be no
listening work; all discussion would be in the native language and
writing tasks would be minimal. This would be a logical application of
the models for course design above (figures 18 and 19). But if we took
a learning-centred approach, we would need to ask further questions and

consider other factors, before determining the content and methodology . | 7:;':"

P

L

of the course.

that learners might grasp the structure of texts more easily by writing
texts themselves? Can a knowledge of the sound or rhythm of a
language help in reading ? Stevick (1982) stresses the importance for
memory of creating rich images in a way which closely paraliels our
own model of learning as a network-building process (see chapter 4):

¢ “The higher the quality of the image — that is, the richer and better ‘
integrated it is —~ the more easily we will be able to get back one partof it ¢
¢ when we encounter another part.’ '

We can apply this argument to the question of skills. If an image gets
into the brain through a number of different pathways — by hearing,
reading, writing and speaking — that image is likely to be a richer
image than if it gets in through only one pathway. The image will
thereby.be much stronger and much more easily accessible, since it
will haye more connections into the network: The faét that the learner
will eventually use the knowledge gained only for reading is largely
irrelevant. What is of most concemm is how the learner can learn that _
knowledge most effectively. If the effectiveness of the process can be

", enriched by the use of other skills, then that is what should be done..

b) What are the implications for méthodology of having a mono-skill

focus? Will it lead to a lack of variety in lessons or a limited range
of exercise types, which will soon induce boredom in the learners?
Could other skills be used to increase variety? These are not trivial
questions. One of the basic paradoxes of language teaching is that
we need to repeat things “in “order to learn them, but frequent

repetition creates boredom: our minds switch off and Tedrning is
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minimal. Vagiety is, therefore, not just a nice thing to have for its own

sake: it is a vital element-inkéeping the learners’ minds alert-and

focussed "on the task in hand. Processinig the same ififormation-

through avariety of skills is 6tie Way of achieving reinforcement while

still maintaining concentration. It is much more difficult to get variety

if we have to operate to target situation imposed constraints, such '
-~ as a restriction to one skill (see chapter 11, Methodology).

.£)."How will the students react to doing tasks involving other skills > Will g
7 they appreciate the greater variety and interest of the activities or will =
they say ‘I don’t need to understand spoken English, so why are you
asking me to listen to something in English? I need to read.’ 7

=

-'dy Do the resources in the classroom allow the use of other skills? Is
— it quiet enough to do listening or speaking work ? Can the teacher
. handle an integrated skills approach ? £
«¢) How will the learners react to discussing things in the mother tongue?
~ Will it help them to feel more secure? Will it enable them to express
their views more casily and freely. Or will they feel that it isn’t really o

helping them to learn English ?
£ How will the learners’ attitudes vary through the course? At first they
" may prefer a reading only approach, because it is novel and may give
them a good sense of achievement. Will this motivation carry on
through the whole course, however ? Will the learners get bored with
the same kinds of activities and start to want a more varied

.~ -methodology ?

- g} How do the learners feel about reading as an activiey ? Is it something

they like doing, or is it an activity that they avoid where possible, even o
in the mother tongue? If the latter is the case, will a reading only i
approach help to remove some of their aversion to reading or will

it reinforce existing antipathies? @

The answers to the questions we have been considering might reinforce

the idea of doing reading only or they might indicate that an integrated
skills approach is required.” The answers will vary depending on the
leatiiets and the leirning context. The example, however, serves to show
how factors concerned with léarning may affect the design of a course,
sometimes in total contradiction to the apparent needs of the target
situation. The Framework for analysing learning needs (see above p. 62)
provides more questions that could be asked. _The answers, as we

ey

. . . . . ot
have said, will vary according to the individual sitfiation and ma Y. vary

o

within the timespan of the course. The important point is that these

“guestions must be asked and the résulss allowed to influence the course
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Conclusion

In this chapter we have looked at the question of how the dara of a needs
analysis can be used to design an effective ESP course. Traditionally the
target situation analysis has had a direct determining influence on the
development of syllabus, materials, methodology and tests. We have
argued that the course design process should be much more dynamic
and interactive.~In particular,factors concerned with learning must be
brought into play at all stages ¢ of the :design process. We have called this_
a learmng—cr:ntrcd appgoach an approach with the avowed aim of

‘maximising the potential of the learning situation. n. Such an “approach is
inevitably more Complex: it is based, aftér all, on 2 recognition of the
complexny of the learning process. But everything must have the defects
of its qualities. In the next section we shall look at how the approach
can be applied to the construction of a syllabus and to the evaluation,

design and teaching of materials.

Tasks

.)“' T

i T Ahalyse an ESP course in your institution and decide what approach

~"has been used to design it. Whar do you feel are the merits and
drawbacks of the design ?

2 What do you think a fully learner-centred course would be like?

3 The Malaysian and the Brazilian ESP Projects (see above p. 13) differ
in their attitude to skills. The University of Malaya project has a
Spoken Interaction component (Chitravelu, 1980}, while the Brazilian
project uses the mother tongue for all oral work:

a) What factors might have influenced the course designers in these
two projects in making their decisions?

b} Consider the ‘reading only’ problem in your own situation. What
answers do you think you would get to the questions we raise
above (p.75)?

4 ‘A learnmg-centrcd approach to course design is complex and time-
"2z “consuming. Do you think it is worth the trouble?

77



&

B




Section 3 Application

By their fruits ye shall know them.
{Gospel of St. Matthew 7:20)

In the first two sections of this book, we have looked art the principles
and practices that lie behind ESP course design. In this section we will
be concerned with the detailed implementation of the:design into a
syllabus, materials, a methodology and evaluation procedures. First a
word of caution. Books and courses must proceed in a‘linear fashion:
one page must follow another; one lesson must follow another.
Knowledge has to be segmented for presentation somehow. But this does
not carry any implications for importance or procedure. In dealing with
the syllabus before marerials writing, we are not suggesting that the
syllabus is more important than the materials, nor that the syllabus must
be written before the materials. Indeed it would be perfectly possible
to deal with them the other way around, just as it is perfectly possible
to write the materials before the syllabus. The teaching/learning process
is a complex and dynamic process, with all the various factors influénicing ~

\mgglgg(see figure 21 p. 74). T
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I'must Create a System, or be enslaved by another Man’s. %

{William Blake, * Jerusalem ")

In this first chapter on the applications of a course design model, we shall
be looking at the syllabus and considering the following questions:

r What do we mean by a syllabus? %
2 Why should we have a syllabus?

3 On what criteria can a syllabus be organised ?

4 What role should a syllabus play in the course design process ?

@
A

1 What do we mean by asyllabus?

Most teachers might regard this as an unnecessary question. A syllabus
is 2 document which says whar will (or at least what should) be learnt.
But, in fact, there are several different ways in which a syllabus can be
defined. This stems from the fact that the statement of what will be learnt
passes through several different stages before it reaches its destination
in the mind of the learner. Each stage on its route imposes a further layer
of interpretation.

@_}j’he evaluation syllabus

As we have said, at its simplest level a syllabus can be described as a
statement of what is to be learnt. This kind of syllabus will be most
familiar as the document that is handed down by ministries or other
regulating bodies. It states what the successful learner will know by the
end of the course. In effect, it puts on record the basis on which SEeess—
or failure will be evaluated. Thus we might réfer to this a5 an evaliation 7
syllabus. Tt reflects an official assumption as to the nature of language
and linguistic performance. For example, if the syllabus i framed in
terms of grammatical structures, this reflects a view that knowing a
language consists of knowing the constituent structures. It would be
im i roduce a i i aving a view of
whiat lahguage is and thus how it can be broken down

~

8o

g
g
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} The organisational sylfabus

As well as listing what should be learnt, a syllabus can also state the

order in which it is to be [eatiit. We might il this an organisational

syllabus. In a rough sense, evaluation syllabuses fulfil this role, in that

they normally list what should be learnt in, for example, the first year

of learning etc. The organisational syllabus is most familiar in the form

of the contents page of 4 textbook, and it is this form 6f syllabus that

most people would think of when asked: ‘What is a syllabus?’ The

organisational syllabus differs from the evaluation syllabus in that it

carries assumptions about the nature of learning as well a5 [anguage,

since, 1 organising the items in a syllabus, it is necess & ‘(%E

factors which depend upon a view of how people learn, e.g.:

—~ What is more easily learnt?

— What is more fundamental to learning?

— Are some items needed in order to learn other items?

— What is more useful in the classroom?

Criteria like these must be used in order to determine the order of items.

The organisational syllabus, therefore, is an implicit statement about the
X nature of language and oflearning.”

\ €) The materials syllabus

The two syllabuses considered so far might be regarded as pure
syllabuses, in that they have not been interpreted. They are a straight-
forward statement of what s to be learnt with some indication of the
ordet T which the items should be learnt. The syllabuses say nothing

about how learning will be achieved. But a syllabus, liké a course design
model, 15 only as good as the interpretation that is put on it. On its route

@ to the learner the organisational syllabus goes through a series of
interpretations.

The first person to interpret the syllabus is usually the materials writer.
So we get our third kirid of sylfabus = the materials syllabus. In writing -
materials, the author adds yet more asstimptions about the nature of
language, language learning and language use. The author decides the
@ contexts in which the language will appear, the relative weightings and |
. integration of skills, the number and type of exercises to be spent on
any aspect of language, the degree of recycling or revision. These can
a_l_lll___gj_e_:___;hgi_r_:c_ffect_ on whether and how well something is learnt. For
example, if certaii vocabulary items are presented-in-texts which appeal
to the learners, they are more likely to be remembered, because the
learners attention will be more involved,
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d) The teacher sylfabus

The second stage of interpretation usually comes through the teacher
Thegreat majority of stadents in the world learn language through the
mediation of a teacher. Thus we have the teacher syllabus (Breen, 1984).
Like the materials writer, the teacher can influe ity, i i

and frequency of any jtem, and thereby affect the image that the learmers
recelve. Stevick (1984) recounts how an inexperionc :
finish in two minutes an activity that he would spend twenty minutes
on. This kind of variability will inevitably affect the degree of learning.

&) The classroom syllabus

As every teacher knows, what is planned and what actually happens in
a_lesson are two different things (Allwright, 1984b). A lesson is a
communicative event, which s créated by the interaction of a number
of forces. We might use our analogy of a journey again to illustrate this
point. The lesson plan is like the planned route, but like a planned route
it can be affected by all sorts of conditions along the ‘way — the
unexpected traffic jam, the slow-moving vehicle that you get stuck
behind, the diversion because of road works, the new one-way system
that you get lost in. But the journey might also be helped along by the
new stretch of motorway, the company of travelling companions, fine
weather etc. The classroom, too, creates conditions which will affect the
nature of a planned lesson. These might be extraneous factors, such as
noise from outside, hot, weather, interruptions to deal with an admin-
istrative matter, a visitor. They might come from the learners as a group:
perhaps they are tired after a long day, excitable after an incident in the
break. Individual students might hold marters up by asking questions
or distracting the attention of the class. They might on the ather hand
make a lesson memorable by putting an interesting question or telling
amusing anecdote.

\  The classroom, then, is not simply a neutral channel for the passage
dof information from teacher to learner. It is a dynamic, interactiv
environment, which affects the nature both of what is taught and what
;_is learnt. The classroom thus generates its own syllabus (Breen, 1984).

) The learner syllabus

The syllabuses we have considered till now might all be referred to as
external syllabuses. The learners might participate in theit ¢reation to
some extent, but essentially they are extéinal to the learner. The last type
of “syllabus, however, is an internal syllabus. It is the network of
knowledge that develops in the learner’s brain and which enables that

§2
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The syllabus

learner to comprehend and store the later knowledge, We might call this
the [earner Syllabus (Breen, 1984).
% The learner syllabus differs from all the other types we have

mefitioned mot-just-inbeirg internal as opposed to external, BUT i THAT

_Irfaces in the opposite direction. It is a retrospective record of what has

been learnt rather than a prospective plan of what will be learnt
that it is through the filter of this'syllabus that the learner views the other
syllabuses. What is in_that learnier syllabus, in other words, will have

a crucial influence on whether and how future knowledge is learne. It

is Tor this reason that the J&ar ¢ taken into acc
continuing basis through e the course design process (see

above figure 21).

There is, then, not just one syllabus, but several, and the teaching-
learning process involves the interaction of them all. When we use the
term ‘syllabus’, we should b€ very clear which one we 3te refernmg to.
Tiparticiifat, do We mean the external speciication of futiire Jearming,
or the internal construct developed by the learner? But the most
important point of all to draw from this analysis is that there is no
necessary relationship between any of the syllabuses, and in particular,
‘there 1s ng_direct relationship between. the Starting ~poi the
évaluation_syllabus_and the end point of the Izarner syllabus (sce
% Aftwright, 5984 5). Or any empirical evidence, this should be blindingly
obvious and yet the fyllacy persists: ‘I have taught the syllabus.
Therefore the students have learnt what is in the syllabus.’

*?

In view of the amount of work that goes into syllabus design and the
considerable weight of authority that syllabuses have, we might usefully
consider whether they are necessary. This will reveal that just as there
are acknowledged and hidden syllabuses, there are also acknowledged
d hidden reasons for having a syllabus.
'Language is a complex entity. It cannot be learnt in one go. We have
to have some way of breaking down the complex into manageable
units. The syllabus, in defining the constituent parts of language
knowledge, thus provides a practical basis for the division of

assessment, textbooks and learning time.
In addition to its practical benefits, a syllabus also gives moral

support to the teacher and learner, in that it makes the language
learning task appear manageable.

* In questions 24 we shall use the word syllabus in the sense of the evaluation/organisational
syllabus.
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A syllabus, particularly an ESP syllabus, also has a cosmetic role.
Spoiisors and students will want some reasstrance that their invest
ment of money and/or time will be worthwhile. If nothing else, the
syllabus shows that some thought and planning has gone into the
development of a course. This aspect is, obviously, of particular

portance when there are commercial sponsors involved.

Returning to our analogy of learning as a journey, the syllabus can
"be seen as a statement of projected routes, so that teacher and learner
not only have an idea of where they are going, biit iow _they might
get there. * T
(é ‘A syllabus is an implicit statement of views on the nature of language
7/ and Ieamning. A syllabus will normally be expressed in terms of what
is taken to be the most important aspect of language learning. If we
lay our a syllabus in structural terms, we are saying that knowledge
of the structures of the language constitutes the most important
clement of language competence. If we take a skills basis, we are
saying that skills are the most important aspect and so on. A
syllabus, then, tells the teacher and the student not only what is to be
@ learnt, but, implicitly, why ifistobe learnt.

v ot i

A syllabus provides a set of criteria for materials selecrion and/or
writing. Tt défiries the kind of texts to look for or produce, the items
to focus on in exercises etc. This is probably one of the commonest
uses for a syllabus, but it can be one of the most damaging to the

= course design, if wrongly used (see 4 below p. 90).

@ Uniformity is a necessary condition of any institutionalised activity,
such as education. It is deemed to be important thar standards
within a system are as equal as possible. A syllabus is one way in
which standardisation is achieved (or at'least attempted).

h) In that redching 15 intended to lead a learner to a particular state of
knowledge, there need to be criteria against which success or failure
in reaching that state will be assessed. A syllabus, therefore, provides
a visible basis for testing.

Itis clear from this list of roles that a syllabus is an important document

in the teaching/learning process. Indeed, its importance probably stems

from its multi-functional purpose. But therein also lie the dangers:
 We should be aware of why we want a syllabus and_what we will
use it for. If it'is really just for cosmetic purposes to placate a sponsor,
then we should not try to use it as a means of selecting texts or
deciding what to put in the exercises.

E&) A syllabus is a model - a statement of an ideal. A syllabus is not,
therefore, a statement of what will be learnt. It is important to
remémber that a syllabus can only constitute an approximate
statement of what will be taught (though, even here the divergence
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may be considerable). It can predict very little about what will be

leamt.,@.syilabus can never be more than a statement of a teaching

ideal )’
¢y Syllabuses cannot express the intangible factors that ire so crucial

o learning : emotions, personalities, subjective views, motivation.

Q)/Eyllabuses cannot take account of individual differences. Just as they

are a statement of the ideal in language terms, they also implicitly

define the ideal learner. —_
The role of the syllabus is a complex one, but it clearly satisfies a lot/
of needs. We need crucially to be aware of the different roles that the, |
syllabus plays, so that it can be used most appropriately. In particular; ¥
we need to recognise its ideal nature and, therefore, its limitations asi}
an indicator of learning.

On what criteria can a syllabus be organised?

We noted above that one of the main purposes of a syllabus is to break
down the mass of knowledge to be léarnt into tianageablé iitits. This
breakdown (@aless it 15 to be completely randeom) has €5 bebased on
certaimreriteria. Presented below are some contents lists from 2 range
of ESP courses, illustrating the different criteria that can be used.

a) Topicsyllabus

The Rig

Fishing Jobs

Traps and Geology
Reservoir Fluids -
Natural Flow

Blowout Control

Drives and Stimulations
Directional Wells

Jobs on the Rig

{The Petroleum Programme: English for the oil industry by P. L. Sandler,
BBC, 1580)

OO~ @ 5 Why =

b) Structural/situational syllabus

1 The Hotel and Staff (1)
Patterns of the verb “to be"; demonstratives; persanal pronouns,

2 The Hotel and Staff (2)
Questions with "where?’; some prepositions.
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h)  Skills and strategies

Unitone: Who do you think you are?
Exercises in personal evaluation
Unit two: What do you think you'll do?
Exercises in examining your job needs
Part 1 The hours you work
Part 2 Job security
Part 3 Making decisions
Part 4 Changing fieids
Unit three: What will you find out?
Exercises in using the want ads
Part 1 An introduction to the want ads
Part 2 Want ad abbreviations
Part 3 The information in an ad
Part 4 Your qualifications
Part 5 Answering an ad

{I's Up To You: by |. Dresner, K. Beck, C. Morgano and L. Custer,
Longman Inc., ¥980).*

Each of the syllabuses shown represents a valid attempt to break down
the mass of a particular area of knowledge into manageable units Each
carries certain assumptions about the nature of language and learning.
But these “assumptions ‘may not be very explicit.\For example, what
asstimptions undeilic the ordering in the structurdl syllabus (b)? Does
the verb “to be’ come first, because it is easier to learn? If so, in what
sense? Structurally, it is the most complex verb in English. Does it come
first because it is needed for later structures, for example the present
continuous? Is it considered to be conceptually simpler? For many
students, for example Indonesian students, it causes conceptual problems,
since in Bahasa Indonesian it is frequently omitted. Alternatively, is the
syllabus ordered according to usefulness ? The verb to be’ is more useful
than, say, the present simple tense of the verb ‘to go ’§ If we are operating
the criterion of usefulness, what context are we referris g to? D we mean
asefulness in the outside world or Usefulness in the'classrooé

What about the functional/notional syllabus (c)? Does the order
imply that Describing Properties and Shapes is more common or more
fundamental than Describing Function and Ability ? Or is there a covert
structural syllabus underlying the ordering? Describing Properties and
* Syllabus (k) illustrares an interesting feature of the American teadition of ESP. It has an avowed

social as well as a linguistic aim. * Many scudents face the challenge of competing for jobs before
they feel proficieqt in English. I's Up To You is a novel appraach to developing the language
skills and job-secking strategies of these students.’ (J. Dresner et al., 1980) The aim is, therefore,
not just to improve language skills, bur the much broader aim of enabling the learners 1o survive
and compere more effectively in American sociery. This reflects the strong influence in the USA
of concern for refugee and immigrant needs. This is why in America ESL tends to be used as

the umbrella term for English Language Teaching. In Britain, where the teaching of immigranrs
is a relarively minor element in ELT, EFL is used as the umbrella term.
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Shapes only requires the verb ‘to be” (e.g. It is round/square/hard/soft
etc.). Dcscrxbmg Function and Ab111ty, on the other hand, requires
can / can’t / has the ability to...etc.

The syllabuses shown above are as important for what they don’t say,
as for what they do say, because they only show one or two of the

eleriienits of thé materials. Any teachin t, in reali

operate several syllabuses at the same time. One of them will probably
o be used as the principal organising feature, but the others are still there,
even it they are not taken info account in the organisation of the

material. For example, every function is realised by one or more struc-
tures, thus in writing a functionally organised syllabus, a structural
syllabus (good or otherwise) is automatically produced. Texts must be
about somcthmg, thus all textbooks have wﬂiy—mlly a topic syllabus.
Similarly, exercises demand the use of certain language processing
skills: so, in writing a sequence of exercises, a skills syllabus of sorts is
generated.

The syllabus that you see is only a statement of the criteria used to
organise the mass of language use into a linear progression. Behind the
stated syllabus are the other syllabuses, acknowledged by the authors
or not, as the case may be.

We concluded chapters 3 and 4 by proposing a varted approach: taking
from the various descriptions of language and theories of learning that
which would most benefit the learning process. We showed an extract
from a Business English syllabus that goes some way towards representing
the variety of factors in the syllabus (figure 6). The developments of recent
i years in linguistics and psychology may not have given us any firm
answers, but what they have done is show us_that there is no single

answer. There are different aspects and levels of language. There are
o different aspects and levels of learning. We don’t know yet how they
interrelate, but we do know that they exist. This knowledge should be
reflected in a syllabus. If we know that there is both a functional and a
structural aspect to language, then a course should bave a functional and
a structural syllabus. If we know that language knowledge is limited
unless the learner has the skills and strategies for using it, then a course
should have a skills and strategies syllabus too.

ﬁﬁ Any syllabus which claims to teach people how to communicate (in
whatever specialised area” should acknowledge the complexity of
communication. A syllabus that is framed in only one aspect. (be it
% structures. FUncHons, content_or_whatever) will probably miss the

opportunity to develop the unacknowledged elements effectively. As
Swan (1985b) says, when reviewing the structural/functional debater

$0 syllabuses (Functional, notional. situational, topic

structural, skills) Into a sensible teaching programme.’ SR (‘Q«'&‘{m &
89
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4 What role should a syliabus play in the course
design process?

We can look at this question in terms of the approaches to course design
that we outlined in chapter 6.

a) fanguage-centred approach 6

In this approach the syllabus is the prime generator of the teaching
materials, as this model shows:

Analyse target situation

Write syllabus

f

Write or select texts to
ilustrate items in syllabus

¥

Write exercises to practise . %
items in the syilabus

¥

Devise tests for assessing knowledge
of the items in the syilabus

Figure 22: The role of the syllabus in a language-centred approach @

This sort of approach is still widely used in ESP. The syllabus is quite
clearly the determiner of the entire course. It is, so to speak, the %
crystallisation of what the course is all about — the inspiration for the

production of texts and exercises and the basis on which proficiency will
be evaluated.
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by _A skills-centred approach

An alternative approach is needed in a skills-centred syllabus, since the
aim is not to present and practise language items, but rather to provide
opportunities for learners to employ and evaluate the skills and
strategies considered necessary in the target situation. A skills-centred
approach will often lay great store by the use of ‘authentic’ texts (see

chapter 13, p: 158). A skills-centred approach to the use of the syllabus is
suggested by Holmes (1981):

Analyse target needs

Y

Select interesting and
representative texts

Y

Devise a hierarchy of skills
to exploit the texts

hi

Order and adapt the texts
as necessary to enable a
focus on the required skills

¥

Devise activities/techniques
to teach those skills

Y

Devise a system to assess
the acquisition of the skills

Figure 23: The role of the syllabus in a skills-centred approach
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In this approach the syllabus is not a prime generator. Although Holmes -
presents it s 3 lifiear process, it is more likely that there is a degree of

negotiation berween texts and skills. Thus, for example, the skills
syllabus, as well as establishing criteria for the ordering and adaptation
of texts, will probably also play a role in their initial selection. At the
same time, the texts available will affect what can be focussed on in
exercises and assessment.

¢) Alearning-centred approach
u\_«ﬁmw

It will be noticeable that in the two approaches described so far the
learning activities (tasks, exercises, tcaching techniques) are almost the
last factor to be considered. This may produce materials which faithfully
reflect the syllabus in language or skills content, bur it has a very
constricting effect on the methodology. Learning, however, is more than
just a matter of presenting language items or skills and strategies. In other

words, it i t just content of whar is learnt that js important burt
ords, it is not just the portant but

also the activity through which it is learnt (Prabhu, 1983).

a learning-Ceniired approac ¢ methodology cannot be just
grafted on to the end of an existing selection of syllabus items and texts:
it must be considered right from the start. To achieve this, the syllabus
must be used in a more dynamic way in order to enable methodological
considerations, such as interest, enjoyment, learner involvement, to
influence the content of the entire course design. The simplest way of

achieving this is to break down the syllabus design process into two

levels (see figure 24).
" The ESP syllabus is, as we have seen, usually derived from a detailed

analysis of the language features of the target situation. It is the detail
of this analysis which in our view produces the restricting influence on
the methodology. But this need not occur. It is unnecessary to analyse
language features in detail before the materials are started. A general
syllabus outlining the topic areas and the communicative tasks of the
target situation is all that is required at the beginning. For example, a
general syllabus for technician students might look like this:

Topics Tashs

names of tools expressing use and purpose
electricity understanding safety instructions
pumps describing a system

materials reporting experiments
construction  describing measurements

ete. etc.

This general syllabus can be used as the basis for the initial selection
of texts and writing of exercises/activities: it has enough detail to guide
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Analyse Analyse

learning target

situation situation
LEVEL 1 1

Establish general
Y syllabus of
topics and tasks

Create interesting
and enjoyable
materials Y

Produce detailed
language/skills
syllabus

o

Check language and
skills content of
materials and make
necessary adjustments

LEVEL 2

Figure 2.4: The role of the syllabus in a learning-centred approach

the materials writer, but not so much as to stifle creativity. It, therefore,
allows the materials writer to take full account of factors emerging from
the analysis of the learning situation.

The materials themselves will produce a detajled language syllabus.
This materials-generated syllabus can then be checked against an
independent syllabus produced from the needs analysis. Gaps and
overlaps can then be dealt with.

Thus, instead of using the syllabus as the initial and once-for-all
determiner o £ materials and methodology, syllabus and
Materials evolve together with each being able to inform the 5 €r. In
this way the syllabus is used creatively as a generator of good and~
relévant learaing activities rather than as just a statement of language
content Wiichrrestricts and impoverishes the methodology. Yet, at the
same time it IAINtAINs relevance to target needs. It, therefore, serves the,
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needs of the students both as users and as learners of the language. The
syllabus acts in the first instance as a compass to show the general
direction. Then it becomes a sketch map. When the possibilities have
been explored, obstacles noted and available resources collected, more
detail can be filled in on the map, until the route is clear.

d) The post hoc approach

There is, of course, one last way of using the syllabus, which is probably
more widespread than we might suppose:

Write materials on
undefined criteria

Write cosmetic syllabus
to ‘satisfy sponsors,
teachers, students et al

Figure 25: The role of the syllabus in a post boc approach

Conclusion

In the institutionalised frameworks in which most teaching takes place,
we must accept the predetermined syllabus as a fact of life. In view of
the many roles that it plays it is essential that a great deal of thought
is given to how the syllabus is used. It can, and unfortunately often does,
act as a ball and chain, denying creativity and subjecting everything to
evaluation criteria. But used sensibly and sensitively a syllabus can
provide the support and guidance that creativity thrives on. A syllabus

is not divine writ, Tt is a working document that should be used flexibly
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The syllabus

Tasks

1 What do you use a syllabus for?

2 Make a table of the advantages and disadvantages of having a
syllabus.

3 ‘A syllabus is a statement of an ideal.” How far would you agree with
this? What implications does it have for the use of the syllabus?

4 How can the ESP course designer take account of the ‘learner
syllabus®?

5 Choose one of the syllabuses given above. What assumptions about
language and learning do you think underlie the ordering in it?

6 Study an ESP textbook that you know. On what criteria has it been
organised ? What ‘hidden syllabuses’ can you find ?
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9 Materials evaluation

We must grant the artist his subject, his idea, his donné: our
criticism is applied only to what he makes of it.

(Henry James: The Art of Fiction)

Having completed your needs analysis and course design, you must now
decide what you are going to do with it. One option, of course, is to
decide that the whole thing is completely impossible and throw the
results in the wastepaper bin. Assuming, however, that you wish (or
have) to proceed, there are three possible ways of turning your course
design into actual teaching materials:

a) Select from existing materials: materials evaluation. -
b) Write your own materials: materials development. :E;%
¢) Modify existing materials: materials adaptation.

In this and the following chapter we shall look at the first two options:

materials evaluation and materials writing. The third option is 2 %
combination of the first two. So, if this is your choice, you will need

to use both processes. Although we shall look at evaluation and
developmentseparately, they are complementary activities. The materials @
writer can learn a lot in terms of ideas and techniques from evaluating

existing materials. Similarly, writing materials makes you more aware

of what to look for in materials written by other people — and also more %
sympathetic to the efforts of other materials writers!

1 Why evaluate materials?

(Evaluation is 2 marter of judging the fitness of something for a particular
urpose. Given a certain need, and in the light of the resources available,
which out of a number of possibilities can represent the best solution ?
Evaluation is, then, concerned with relative merit. There i absolute

TondLor bad —only dsgices of fnees ot St s -sbedute
In any kind of evaluation, the decision finally made is likely to be the
better for being based on a systematic check of all the important

variables. The results of an evaluation will probably lead to a large
investment of money in a published course or a large investment of time %
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in home-produced or adapted materials. Once such an investment is
made, you will probably have to live with the consequences of it for some
time, even if it later proves to have been a bad choice. A careful
evaluation, then, can save a lot of expense and frustration. On the
positive side, it can also help in justifying requests to sponsors or other
members of an ESP team for money to buy materials or time to write
them.

2 Howdo you evaluate materials?

Evaluation is basically a matching process: matching needs to available
solutions. If this matching is to be done as objectively as possible, it is
best to look at the needs and solutions separately. In the final analysis,
any choice will be made on subjective grounds. If you were choosing
a car, for exi?p[éﬁﬁu’—ﬁrmght just as easily choose it because you like
the look of it as because it can reach oo mph in 1o seconds. It depends
on what you consider to be important. The danger is that, if subjective
factors are allowed to influence judgement too soon, it may blind you to
possibly useful alternatives. You might not look at cars from a particular

Ty, because you have a prejudice against that country, while in
fact those cars may suit your needs best. Similarly you might reject a
particular textbook, because you don’t like the picture on the cover, or

. because you dislike functional syllabuses. An ESP textbook has to suit

the needs of a number of parties — teachers, students, Sponsors, so it is
important that the subjective factors, which will admittedly play a part,
should not be allowed to obscure objectivity in the carly stages of
analysis.

We can divide the evaluation process into four major steps (see figure
26):
1 Defining criteria.
2 Subjective analysis.
3 Objective analysis.
4 Matching.
Most of the work of the first two stages will have been done in the course
design stage. It will be useful, however, to set out your criteria and your
own preferred realisations of the criteria in a form which will make it
easy to compare different sets of materials. Don’t, however, see your own
subjective analysis as a fixed set of requirements. You should use the
materials evaluation process as a means of questioning and developing
your own ideas as to what is required (Hutchinson, 1987, forthcoming).
It is also very important to have some kind of rank order of factors. It
is almost certain that there will be a conflict: one textbook might match
your criterfa in terms of content and language areas, but another might
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DEFINE CRITERIA
On what bases will
you judge materials?
Which criteria will
be more important?

SUBJECTIVE ANALYSIS
What realisations of
the criteria do you
want in your course?

OBJECTIVE ANALYSIS
How does the material
being evaluated
realise the criteria?

MATCHING
How far does the
material match
your needs?

Figure 26: The materials evaluation process

have the more appropriate methodology. How will you make a choice?

ou will need to decide which you think is the more important to the
various people concerned: teachers, students, sponsors. You should also
consider which unsatisfactory features are easier to remedy. Is it, for
example, easier to adapt content or methodology? You might find it
difficult to find alternative texts, while it may be relatively easy to change

the exercises based on the texts.

We can now present our own checklist of criteria for objective and
subjective analyses. This is not an exhaustive list. You may find other

criteria which you feel are important.
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SUBJECTIVE
ANALYSIS

{i.e. analysis of your course, in
terms of materials requirements)

Materials evaluation

OBJECTIVE
ANALYSIS

(i.e. analysis of .naterials
being evaiuated)

AUDIENCE

1A Who are your learners?

e.g.

— ages

— 5EX

~ nationalityfies

—~ study or work specialism(s)
{e.g. banking, medicine etc.)

— status/role with respect io
specialism (e.g. trainee cashier,
quatified anaesthetist etc.)

— knowledge of
{i) English
(ii} specialism
(i} other(e.g. knowledge of
‘the world’ etc.)

— educational backgrounds

—~ interests (etc.)

1B Who is the material intended for?

AlMS

2A What are the aims of your course?

2B What are the aims of the materials?
(Note: check that the aims are
actually what they are said to be,
by looking carefully at the material
itself.)
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SUBJECTIVE
ANALYSIS

OBJECTIVE
ANALYSIS

CONTENT

3A Whatkind of fanguage description
do you require? Should it be
structural, notional, functional,
discourse-based, some other kind,
a combination of one or more of
these? (see ch.4).

4A What language points should be
covered? (i.e. What particular
structures, functions, vocabulary
areas etc?)

5A What propartion of work on each
macro-skill (e.g. reading) is
desired? Should there be skiils-
integrated work?

6A What micro-skills do you need?
{e.g. deducing the
meanings of unfamiliar words —
see Munby (1978), pages
116-132)

7A What text-types should be

included?

e.g.

— manuals?

— letters?

— dialogues?

~ experimental reports?

— visual texts {pictures,
diagrams, charts, graphs,
cartoons etc.)?

- listening texts?

— any other kind?

1Q0

3B What type(s) of linguistic
description is/are used in the
materials?

4B What language points do the
materials cover?

58 What is the proportion of work on
each skilf? Is there skills-integrated
work?

6B What micro-skills are covered in
the material?

7B What kinds of texts are there in the
materials?

i
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BA What subject-matter area(s) is/are
required {e.g. medicine, biology
etc.)?

What level of knowledge should
be assumed (e.g. secondary
school, first year college/university,
post-graduate etc.)?

What types of topics are needed?
(e.g. in medicine: hospital
organisation, medical technology
etc.)?

What freatment should the topics
be given (e.g. ‘straightforward’,
factual; ‘human interest’ angle;
humorous; unusual perspective;
taking into account issues,
controversy, £ic.)

9A How should the content be
organised throughout the course?
- around language points?
— by subject-matter?
~ by some other means
(e.g. study skills)?
~ by a combination of
means?

10A How should the content be
organised within the course units?

— by a set pattern of components?
— by a variety of patterns?
— by some other means?
- to allow a clear focus on
e.g. certain skill areas, a
communication task etc.?

11A How should the content be
sequenced throughout the course?
e.g. — from easier to more difficuit?
— to create variety?
— to provide recycling?
— by other criteria?
Shouid there be no cbvious
sequence?

Materials evaluation

8B What is/are the subject-matter
area(s), assumed level of
knowledge, and types of topics in
the materials?

What treatment are the topics
given?

9B How is the content organised
throughout the materials?

10B How is the content organised
within the units?

118 How is the content sequenced
throughout the book?
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SUBJECTIVE ' OBJECTIVE
ANALYSIS ANALYSIS
12A How should the content be 12B How is the content sequenced
sequenced within a unit? within a unit?

e.g.— from guided to free?

— from comprehension
to production?

— accuracy to fluency?
(see Brumfit, 1984, %
p.52-7)

— by some other
means? i

Should there be no obvious %
sequence?

METHODOLOGY

13A What theory/fes of flearning should | 138 What theory/ies of learning are

the course be based on? the materials based on? (Check

Should it be behaviourist, carefully — don't just take the -
cognitive, affective, some other author’s or publisher’s word for b
kind, a combination of one or ity

more of these? (See ch.5}

14A What aspects of the learners’ 14B What attitudes to / expectations
attitudes to / expectations about about learning English are the
learning English should the course materials based on?

g

take into account? (See ch.6)

15A What kinds of exercises/tasks are 15B What kinds of exercises/tasks are ‘#
needed? included in the materials?
e.g.
~ guided «— free? @
- comprehension «— production? &

language/skills practice «—
language/skills use?

one right answer «— many
possible right answers?
whole class «— group «—
individual?

I
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- language-/skills-based <
content-based?

— ‘mechanical’ «— problem-
solving?

— role-play, simutation, drama,
games?

— ones involving visuais?

- self-study?

— some other kinds?

16A What teaching-fearning techniques
are to be used?
e.E.
— “lockstep?
pair-work?
small-group work?
student presentations?
work involving technical
subject-matter?
other kinds?

{

17A What aids are available for use?
e.g.
— cassette recorders?

overhead projectors?

— realia?

wallcharts?

video?

other?

18A What guidance/support for

teaching the course will be

needed?

e.g.

— statements of aims?

— lists of vocabulary and
language-skills points?

- language guidance?

— technical information?

— methodological directive or
hints?

— suggestions for further work?

~— tests?

- other kinds?

Materials evaluation

168 What teaching-leaming techniques
can be used with the materials?

178 What aids do the materials require?

18B What guidance do the materials
provide?
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SUBJECTIVE
ANALYSIS

OBJECTIVE
ANALYSIS

19A How flexible do the materials
need to be?

19B In what ways are the materials
flexible?
eg.
~ can they be begun at different
points?
— can the units be used in
different orders?
~ can they be linked to other
materials?
— can they be used without some
of their components (e.g.
cassettes)?

OTHER CRITERIA

20A What price range is necessary?

21A When and in what quantities
should the materials be available?
etc,

20B What is the price?

21B When and how readily can the
materials be obtained?
elc.

Figure27: A checklist for materials evaluation

The following steps should be followed in using the checklist:
swer the A questions first to identify your requirements. You can
then use this information either as a basis for writing your own
materials or as input to the later stages of materials evaluation.
Analyse the materials you have selected by answering the B questions.
If possible, test your ideas by teaching extracts from the materials.
@Compare the A and B findings. This can be done impressionistically

or by awarding points:

o = does not match the desired feature
I = partly matches the desired feature
2 = closely matches the desired feature
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Materials evaluation

Total the points and analyse the results. Note that the highest number
of points does not necessarily indicate the most suitable materials,
since the points may be concentrated in one area. Look for the widest
spread of desired features and concentrations in tlie areas you
consider most important.

4 Make your choice and use your findings to prepare any documentation
needed for defending your decision.

Conclusion

In this chapter we have looked at materials evaluation as one way of
exploiting a course design. Even if you eventually decide to write your

own materials ation of exisan Is can provide a good
source of ideas (of what to avoid as well as what to do) and techniques.
Itcan alsosz of duplication of effort by possibly revealing existing

materials that can provide all or part of your materials needs. The
evaluation process should be systematic and is best seen as a matching
exercise: matching your analysed needs with available solutions.

But within all of us there is said to be an author struggling to get out.
In the next chapter we shall present some techniques to help the aspiring
materials writer.

Tasks ..

1 What can the ESP teacher learn from an evaluation of materials ?

2 What criteria would you regard as the most important in evaluating
materials? Put the categories in the checklist in a rank order of
importance.

3 Try out the checklist for your own ESP situation. Fill in the objective
analysis for your course. Then choose a textbook or set of materials
and do the subjective analysis. Prepare a report on why you would
choose or reject the material. (You never know, you might find the
perfect textbook for your course!)
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10 Materials design

A man may write at any time, if he will set himself doggedly
to it.

{Samuel Johnson}

Materials, writing is one of the most characteristic features of ESP in
practicelIn marked contrast to General English teaching, a large amount,

of the teacher’s time may well be taken up in writing materials.7

ere are a number of reasons for this:

a‘A teacher or institution may wish to provide teaching materials that
will fit the specific subject area of particular learners. Such materials
may not be available commercially. In addition to the profusion of
subject specialisms, there is also a wide range of course types.
Whereas schools, for example, work to standard timetables with a
similar number of hours, ESP courses can vary from one week of
intensive study to an hour a week for three years or more. Publishers

/—‘-__-0--‘_\
are naturally reluc roduce materials for very limited markets:
e cost of producing and marketing € same

regardless of whether it sells one thousand copies or one hundred
thousand copies. It is likely, then, that a course tailored to the needs
of a specific group of ESP learners will not be available.
@ Even when suitable materials are available, it may not be possible to
f\buy them because of currency or import restrictions.
materials Tay zlso be written for non-educational reasons: for
k&%}m—rWor an
individual. Materials are a visible product of activity, regardless of
whether such activity is useful or even necessary.
For these and other reasons, there is already an established tradition of
ESP teachers producing in-house materials. These may then be distributed
to other institutions or even published, bur in general they are written
by the teachers of a particular institution for the students at that
institution. Such a pattern of work is often something of an abuse of
teachers. Few have had any training in the skills and techniques of
materials writing. It also shows a rather cavalier attitude to the activity
of materials writing, implying, as it does, that if you can teach you can
write materials. How many actors are expected to write their own plays
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a Materials design

or singers their own songs? On the other hand, it can be argued that

he process of materials writing may help to make teachers more aware
of what is invol roing.

Rightly or wrongly, materials writing is a fact of life for a large number
of ESP teachers, and so, accepting this fact, let us look at some techniques

r producing useful and creative ESP materials.
B 1 Defining objectives

We can start by asking ourselves the question: What are materials

supposed to do? In defining their purpose, we can identify some
é’inciples which will guide us in the actual writing of the materials.

Materials provide a stimulus to learning. Good materials do not
teach: they encourageJearners to learn. Good materials will, there-
fore, contain: ' ST

— interesting texts;

i — enjoyable activities which engage the learners’ thinking capacities;

—opportunities for léarners to use their existing knowledge and
Slls: ) R SWIEUE

hy — contétit which both learner and teacher can cope with.

] @) Materials help to'organise the teaching- ing
a path through the complex mass of the language to be learnt. Good

materials should, therefore, provide a clear and coherent unit
structure which will guide reacher and learner through vVarious
activities | imi ing. This

structure should help the teacher in planning lessons and encourage

in the learner a sense of progress and achievement. On the other hand,
materials should not be so tightly structured as to produce a
monotonous pattern of lessons — the curse of so many materials.
Avoid the assembly line approach, which makes each unit look the
same, with the same type of text, the same kind of illustrations, the
same type and number of exercises. If it doesn’t sefid you to sleep
writing them, it will certainly send your learners to sleep using them.
A materials model must be clear and systematic, but flexible enough
to allow for creativity and variety.

Materials embody a view of the nature of language and learning. In
writing materials you, as an author, are making all manner of
statements about what you think language learning consists of.
Materials should, therefore, truly reflect what you think and feel
about the learning process. If you believe that people learn when their
thinking capacities are engaged, don’t write exercises which require
little or no active thought. If you think learning is enhanced by intense
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experiences with language, don’t provide texts which have been
stripped of any human interest. If you think learning is helped by
frequent reinforcement, make sure that items to be learnt are
processed several times.

Q__/Ifterials reflect the nature of the learning task. We have noted in
prévious chapters that language Iearning is ‘a complex process
involving many different kinds and levels of knowledge. In the heyday
of structuralism, it was assumed that a knowledge of the structures
was the same as knowing a language and that repetition led to
learning. Materials writing was a simple task of isolating the
structure, writing a text to exemplify it and pattern drills to practise
it. We must now take a more humble view and recognise that
language learning is a very complex and little understood process.
Materials should try to create a balanced outlook which both reflects

~the complexity of the task, yet makes it appear manageable.

\ &) Materials can have a very useful function in broadening the basis of
teacher training, by introducing teachers to new techniques.
Materials provide models of correct and appropriate language use.
We have deliberately placed this last on our list. This is a necessary
function of materials, but it is all too often taken as the only purpose,
with the result that materials become simply a statement of language
use rather than a vehicle for language learning. Language teaching
materials should not be the kind of beginner’s guide to Applied
Linguistics, which is so prevalent in ESP. We, as linguists, may be
endlessly fascinated by the analysis of discourse: it is our chosen
specialist field. For the doctor, the secretary and the engineer
language may have little such attraction.

2 A materials design model

Taking into account the principles we have outlined, we can now present
a model which we have used for writing our own materials. The ajm

of this i model is to provide a coherent framework for the
integration of the various aspécts of learning, whi time

allowing enough room for ivity-and-vari flourish. The model
consists of four elements: input, contern Aanguage focus, task.

) Inpufy This may be a text, dialogue, video-recording, diagram or any
lece’ of communication dara, depending on the needs you have
defined in your analysis. The input provides a number of things:
- stimulus material for activities;
— new language items;
- correct models of language use;
— a topic for communication;
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— opportunities for learners to use their information processing skills;

— opportunities for learners to use their existing knowledge both of
the language and the subject matter.

b : Language is not an end in itself, but a means of

conveying information and feelings about something. Non-linguistic

content should be exploited to generate meaningful communication

in theclassreom.
¢)) Language focis: Our aim is to enable learners to use language, but
it is unfair to give learners communicative tasks and activities for

which they do not have enough of the necessary language knowledge.
Good materials should involve both opportunities for analysis and
synthesis. In_language focus learners have the chance to take the

language to pieces, study how it works and practise putting it back

again.
Cd) Task: gﬂe ultimate purpose of language learning is language use.
erials should be designed, therefore, to lead towards a
communicative tzsk in which leamers use the content and language

knowledge they have built up through the unit.
These four elements combine in the model as follows:

INPUT

N

CONTENT LANGUAGE

TASK

Figure 28: A materials design model

The primary focus of the unit is the zask. The model acts as a vehicle
which leads the learners to the point where they are able to carry out
the task. The language and content are drawn from the input and are
selected according to what the [earners will need in order to do the task.
Tt follows that-amrimportant feature of the model is to create coherence
in terms of both language and content throughout the unit. This

provides the support for more complex activities by building up a fund
of knowledge and skills.

109



Application

3\ A materials design model: sample materials

The basic model can be used for materials 6 ength. Every stage
could be covered in one lesson, if the task is a small one, or the whole
unit might be spread over a series of lessons. In this part, we will show

B: PUMPING SYSTEMS <O ge

STARTER  Every pump is part of a system for moving fuids. The hurman body has a
system for moving blood, How does it work?

E INPUT

- | Were in one of the veins ot B Were goﬂ;s into the heart

[ and I'm going totake tre moment on our way to' T L { trough d'valve and into the
1} you on a tour round S8 [y the heart.Weve given itp gl EZ.( right auricle. Tis i ke
Eﬂs body's blood system.B B all our oxygen so were # acollecting chamber and §

fecling rathier tired row. Yol
. - WIEHRARIT i

then well've sucked into
the right ventricle.

are Starting to conteact, Weive gok our oxyygen viow, but:
50 the pressurein ore, is 4 before. we go off rrund the body
i we have to go back to the hedrt.
You see,al%:rgo'ug through the 4
lungs we're ot at™a high enough

ressure to take us all round the J

¥ getting riice and clean
and picking up the

fresh oxygien. Mmmm,
; good. All

Here we are jn the

heart. again, but { leave the heart. §
this time n the, Weire just comi

left side., all through the outer
ready to be pumped from the left o

intothe arteries. Yoy <3
will have guessed gt
Py now the. &
weart 1s really two ENE

£y

pumgs side by side. g
: &

Figure 2.9a: Starter and input
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what the model looks like in practice in some of our own materials. You
will notice some additional features: these will be explained, as they
arise.

The materials are intended for lower intermediate level students from
a variety of technical specialisms. The topic of the blood circulation
system can be of relevance to a wide range of subjects. Apart from the
general human interest that any medical matter has, the lexis is of a very
basic type that is generally applicable both literally and metaphorically
(e.g. heart, artery, pump, collecting chamber, oxygen). Indeed there are
only two specific terms used ~ ventricle and auricle. Thus the text is
better viewed as an illustration of the general principles of fluid
mechanics rather than as a medical text.

As the unit title indicates, language is approached through an
area of content. The topic represents a common form of technical
@ discourse — describing a circulatory system — although in this
case, presented from an unusual point of view (see below p.123).

-

ant roles:

-It context of knowledge for the comprehension of the
input. Comprehension in the ESP classroom is often more
difficult than in real life, because texts are taken in isolation.
In the outside world a text would normally appear in a context,
which provides reference points to assist understanding
(Hutchinson and Waters, 1981).

@ 1 — It activates the learners’ minds and gets them thinking. They
can then approach the text in an active Irame of T

— It arouses the learners’ interest in the topic.

— It teveals what {earners alread in terms of language and
account.

— It provides a meaningful context in which to introduce new

L vo%ﬁlary of grammatical items.
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GATHERING <
INFORMATION STEP 1

Connect the two halves of the sentences to make true statements.

The heart pumps blood to the lungs,

The veins carry bleed from the heart to the body tissue.

The aurictes is a kind of pump.

The right ventricle carry bleod to the heart.

The lungs is purtiped from the lungs back to the heart,

The fresh blood purmp blood into the ventricles,

The left side of the heart  supply the blood with oxygen. @

The axteries pumps the fresh blood into the arteries.
e
il

STEP 2

Capy this diagram of the heart and blood system.

2

=

s
nghl auricle

E e ]

R

On your disgram label the auricles and ventricles.

Extend the blood vessels at the top of the heart to make a complete
circulation diagram through the lungs and the body tissues,

¢ Put in arrows to show the flow of blood through the system. 7

STEP 3 o)

Use these expressions to replace those of similar meaning in the INPUT.

drawn; next to each other; increase; enter; get smaller; return; collect; exdt;
blocd vessel (2).

o

g

Pt
2|

B STEP 4 Listening task e

a  One of the commonest forms of illness nowadays is heart disease. From what
you have just learned about the heart, what do you think are the causes of
heart failure?

b Leokat the pump in the TASK in Section A again, Just like the heart, there
are several thingsthat could go wrong with it. Make a table like this, and
complete it with the information on the cassette.

POSSIBLE FAULTS %
Purap | Hean
f |
Figure 29b: Gathering information
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This section practises extracting information from the input and
@ begins the process of relating this content and language to a wider
context.

Steps 1 and 2 are not only comprehension checks. They also
@ provide data for thé later language work (steps 5 and 6). This
is an example of unit coherence.

@ Learners should always be encouraged to find answers for
themselves wherever possible.

[ Itis possible to incorporate opportunities for the learners to use
their own knowledge and abilities at any stage. It is particularly
useful to do this as soon as the basic information contained in

the input has been identified, in order to reinforce connections
@ 1 between this and the learners’ own interests and needs. Here, for
example, the learners are required to go beyond the informaton
in the input. They have to relate the subject matter to their owr
knowledge and reasoning powers, but still using the language

. they hiave been learning, ~
B>
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LANGUAGE

L2

FOCUS STEP 5 Describinga system 1

Look at this description of how relief rainfall occurs.
3

-
>

b

1 Water vapour from the sea rises.

2 The wind picks up the water vapour.

3 The wind carries the water vapour towards the mountains,
4  The mountains push the wet air upwards.

5

The temperature is Jower up the mountains, The water vapour condenses
into cloud.

6 The condensed water falls as rain.
7 The rain water runs down through rivers and streams to the sea,

Thiz description is very simple. It follows the diagram in munbered sfages,
explaining what happens at each stage.

Make a similar deseription for the heart and biood system. On your diagram
number the stages first, then write 2 sentence to explain each stage. Begin
like this,

1 Old bioed goes into the right auricle,

2 The bleod is sucked into the right ventricle,
Continue.

STEP 6 Linking clauses

The description of relief rainfall is very simple, but there is a lot of repetition
in it. We can make it much shorter like this. "

Water vapour from the sea rises. The wind picks it up and carries it towards
the mountaips, which push the wet air upwards, where the temperature is
lower. The water vapour condenses into clouds and falls as rain, which nms
down through rivers and streams to the sea.

What changes have been made to shorten the descxiption?
Make your description of the blood system shorter in the same way.

Figure 29¢: Language focus
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Materials design

This section gives practice in some of the language elements
needed for the zask. These may be concerned with aspects of

@ sentence structure, function or text construction. The points
focussed on are drawn from the input, but they are selected
according to their usefulness for the zask.

Further input related to the rest of the unit in terms of subject
matter or language can be introduced at any point in order to
@ provide a wider range of contexts for exercises and tasks. This
helps learners to see how their limited resources can be used for
tackling a wide range of problems (see also step 7)

Learners need practice in organising information, as well as
@ '\ learning the means for expressing those ideas.

% @{ Earlier work is recycled through another activity. This time the
focus is more on the language form than the meaning.

o Language work can also involve problem-solving with learners
using their powers of observation and analysis (Hutchinson,
1984).
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STEP 7 Describing a system 2

This diagram shows the flow of water through a domestic central heating and %
@ _ hot water system.

Study the dizgram and then describe the flow of water through the system.

cadlator qotwmar tark

—

c—>
—
[ —
—
—>
—
—
—1
=

l

0000

haatin:
Aeang L~ cae

pump ‘

A |
STEP 8 Tensesin descriptions ™
Note the difference between these two descriptions: L]

Why are different tenses used in the different situations?

Describe the relief fainfall cycle, as if you were a water molecule. Begin like
this.

We're going into the dght auricle.’
The old blcod goes into the right auricle. ﬁ

Hello, my name's HyO, but you can call me H for short. Im a water molecule e
and at the moment I'm floating around in the sunny Pacifi, but it's very wanm bl
and I'm starting to evaperate. .....
Continue.

il

TASK A tour arcund your place of stady or work. k@

a Draw a simple plan of the site.
b Give a general description of what happens at the main places on the site.
¢ ‘Take a group of visitors around the site, giving a commentary as you go.

Figure 29d: Task
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There is a gradual movement within the unit from guided to more
@ open-ended work. This breaks down the learning tasks and gives
the learners greater confidence for approaching the task.

The unusual type of input gives the opportunity for some more
imaginative language work.

Here the learners have to create their own solution to a
communication problem. In so doing they use both the language
and the content knowledge developed through the unit. The

@ learners, in effect, are being asked to solve a problem, using
English, rather than to do exercises #bout English. Given the
build-up through the unit, the ask should be well within the
grasp of both learner and teacher.

The task, also, provides a clear objective for the learners and so
{ helps to break up the often bewildering mass of the syllabus, by
establishing landmarks of achievement.
The unit can be further expanded to give learners the chance to apply
the knowledge gained to their own situation. For example, a project for
this unit could ask the learners to describe any other kind of enclosed
system (e.g. an air conditioning system) in their own home, place of work
or field of study. .
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4 Refining the model

A number of possible refinements to the model can be seen in the unit
above. We can relate these points to the nucleus of the model to provide

an extended model like this:

CONTENT LANGUAGE |

| TASK ]
‘l’

@ additional

student’s
own knowledge
and abilities

input

Figure 30: An expanded materials model
5 Materials and the syllabus
We noted in chapter 7 that, although one feature might be used as the

organising principle of a syllabus, there are in fact several syllabuses
operating in any course. We noted also when dealing with needs analysis

in_chapter 5 that we must take account notj Visible features

of the target situation, but also of intangible factors that relate to the
_’lg_g_;mng_sima@n. tor example learner involvement, variety, use of
existing knowledge etc. A model must be able to ensure adequate
coverage throu € sy of all the features identified as playing a
role in the development of learning. In addition to having an internal
coherence, therefore, each unit must also relate effectively to the other
units in the course. There needs to be a coherence between the unit
structure and the syllabus structure to ensure that the course provides
adequate and appropriate coverage of syllabus items.

Figure 31 illustrates in a simplified form how the unit model relates
to the various syllabuses underlying the course design. Note, however,
that identifying features of the model with syllabus features does not
mean that they only play a role in that position, nor that other factors
are not involved in that position. The diagram aims to show the main
focus of each element in the materials.
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We have made wide use of models throughout this book. At this point
itis useful to make a cautionary distinction between two types of model,
since both are used in the materials design process:

a) Predictive. This kind of model provides the generative framework
within which creativity can operate. The unit model (Figure 26) is
of this kind. It is a model that enables the operator to select, organise
and present daza.

b) Evaluative. This kind of model acts as a feedback device to tell you
whether you have done what you intended. The syllabus/unit
interface model (Figure 3x) is of this kind. Typically it is used as a
checklist. Materials are written with only outline reference to the
S/UL Then when enough material is available the S/UI can be used
to check coverage and appropriacy.

If the models are used inappropriately, the materials writers will almost

certainly be so swamped with factors to consider that they wiil probably

achieve little of worth.

6 Usingthe models: a case study

The models we have presented are ones that we have used in preparing
our own materials and in this part we shall look at how they were used
in creating the Blood Cell unit (see above p. 110}. First some background
information:

The materials were originally needed for a group of [ranian students
at the Institute for English Language Education, University of Lancaster,
UK. The students were doing a six-month pre-service English course,
prior to starting courses at British Technical Colleges in Marine
Engineering, Navigation and Radio. The course was set up at short
notice and at first we used ESP materials for maritime studies acquired
from another institution which had run similar courses before. As the
course progressed we became increasingly dissatisfied with these
materials. They consisted of texts about maritime topics, for example
the roles of the various officers and men on ships, types of ships,
instructions for taking a ship out of port. We found these texts difficult

o exploit for a number of reasons:
a) They were mostly descriptive. There was little thar could be done
with theémbeyond reading and answering comprehension questions.
@ They contained a lot of very specific vocabulary which could only
be CHWWE to us in
the ESP classroom.

c) More worrying was the fact that the students did not have a lot of
the general technical language that would help them to understand
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Materials design

the specific language. For example, it is difficult to explain words like
‘sheet’, “backspring’ and ‘rudder’, if the students don’t know words
like ‘rope’ and “steer’.
We decided to carry out a new needs analysis and go to the technical
colleges, themselves. We discovered some interesting facts:
Although the students were going to study specific subjects such as
marine engineering and navigation, 90 % of the first year’s work was
on general technical topics (electricity, materials etc.), which were
common to a very wide range of courses.
Lecturers assumed that on coming fo the college students (whether
native or non-native speakers) would know little or nothing about
maritime matters, other than a few common words like “cargo’,
‘sail’, ‘wave’, ‘tanker’.
@ In teaching the specific subjects, lecturers made wide use of references
to non-maritime topics. For example, they would relate the parts of
a ship to the parts of a car or a house. They might explain how a
ship’s air supply system works by reference to the blood system in
the body. In other words, lecturers made use of an assumed level of
competence in general areas in order to teach the new and specific
knowledge (Hutchinson and Waters, 1980).
We concluded from our needs analysis that we had been teaching our
students specific maritime language which they would not really need,
while neglecting the general areas they would need. We were, in effect,
giving them performance data, while neglecting the competence. Armed
with this insight we set about creating the materials from which the
Blood Cell unit was later developed.
Having established the background, we can now look in detail at the
gestation process of the unit. We shall present this in the form of
guidelines for using the models and illustrate them with our own

procedure in producing the Blood Cell unit.

tage 1: Find your text.

In selecting texts we operated three criteria:

~ It should be a naturally occurring piece of communication or a piece
that might well have occurred naturally. This would not exclude the
possibility of adaptation or re-writing at a later stage, if we felt that
would improve the pedagogic usefulness of the text.

— It should be suited to the learners’ needs and interests.

< It should be capable of generating useful classroom activities.

The criteria did not require that texts should come from the target

situation, although they could have done so.
One text that we found was the following:

I2T



Application

In the body’s blood system the heart is the pump that does the vital job of
circulating the blood to all parts of the body. The tubes or blaod vessels which
carry blood from the heart are known as arteries; the blood vessels that return the
blood to the heart are the veins. The heart is really two pumps side by side. Each
pump sucks blood from veins into a collecting chamber, the atrium or auricle,
which then pushes the bload under high pressure into the ventricle below it. The
ventricles pump the blood under high pressure into arteries. The pulse, which can
be felt at various parts of the body, is caused by the simultaneous pumping action
of the two ventricles.

Blood that has given up its oxygen to the tissues {deoxygenated blood) enters
the heart through the right atrium. The right ventricle then pumps it to the lungs.
Here it collects oxygen and returns through the veins to the left side of the heart to
be pumped to the rest of the body before returning to the right atrium again. The
double circulation is needed because the pressure at which the oxygenated blood
leaves the lungs is too low. The pressure has to be boosted by re-pumping
through the heart, so that it can pass raund the body fast enough to supply the
body tissues with the necessary oxygen.

A very important role is played by small flaps of skin at the exits of the heart and
between the aurictes and ventricles: these are one-way valves that prevent the
blood going the wrong way. If these valves are faulty it has a serious effect on the
health of the person.

{from Penguin Book of the Natural World)

Stage 2: Go to the end of the model. Think of a task that the learners
could do at the end of the unit.

We decided on getting the learners to describe a similar enclosed
pumping system, such as a central heating system, air conditioning
system or the operation of a refrigerator. There was no need to define
it any more closely at this stage. Qur concern here was to assess the

creative potential of the text for classroom activities.
—_— .

Stage 3: Go back to the syllabus. Is the task the kind of activity that will
benefit your learners?

In this case, the task matched, since we had identified ‘describing a
system’ as a necessary discourse function that our students would have
to carry out. One problem, however, was that we already had quite a
lot of tasks of this type. But we could worry about that later.

Stage 4: Decide what language structures, vocabulary, functions,
content the input contains. Which of these would be useful for the
lask, i.e. what aspects of language and content can be usefully
focussed on in the exercises?

We identified:
- names of specific parts;
— present active;

I22
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— discourse linkers (relative clauses, after, then etc.);

~ describing systems;

~ relationship between text and diagram.

This did not seem like very much. The text was not provin to have a lot
of creative potential.

Stage 5: Think of some exercises and activities to practise the items you
have identified.

We decided on:

— atransfer activity (step 2, in which learners would extract the essential
information from the text and use it in order to complete and label
a diagram of the system.

—a reconstruction activity, in which learners use the diagram to
reconstruct the original text. We were not very happy with this. It
seemed a bit like regurgitation. The text was already fairly concise and
so would require little summarising.

—exercises where learners write descriptions of other systems, for
example relief rainfall, central heating, if this was not used for the task.

By this time we were having serious doubts about the usefulness of our

original text for a number of reasons:

— It was not strikingly interesting in the first instance.

~ It didn’t seem to lend itself to a lot of classroom activities.

— There were few language items to focus on.

~ We already had some examples of the potential task. So this aspect
of the discourse syllabus was adequately covered in other units.

But everything should be given a second chance.

Stage 6: Go back to the /nput. Can it be revised in any way to make it
more useful? Try out any revisions on your learners, if possible, if
nothing emerges, put it in cold storage (never throw a text or an

exercise away; you might find a use for it later!) and look for another
text.

In our case, the flash of insight came: we re-wrote the text from the point
of view of an individual blood cell and set it in the form of a cartoon
strip.

Stage 7: Go through stages 1-6 again with the revised input.

It might seem at first sight that the only advantage of changing to the
Blood Cell was to inject an element of humour {though this in itself is
a positive factor). In fact the revision greatly increased the creative
potential of the unit, by setting up a new dimension — the contrast
between a general, formal description and an informal description
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happening at a specific point in time. This meant that the following were

now possible:

a) We could have a new task, which focussed on the contrast between a
general and an immediate description. Checking back to the syllabus
showed that we had no other tasks like this yet. (Note the use here of
the syllabus as a checking device.)

b) We did not have to throw away the original task ideas. We could use
them in the exercises to practise language and/or content items. We
could also still use the transfer activity (step 2).

¢) We could have a number of exercises which would exploit the
learners’ ability to transfer information from the informal register of
the input to that of a general academic description (steps 1, 5 and 6).
This would help in developing an awareness of register.

d) We now had a good, realistic setting in which to practise the
distinction between the present simple and continuous tenses, which
we had not yet covered in our language syllabus. (Note again the use
of the syllabus as a checking device.)

¢} There was an opportunity for some light relief with a bit of creative
writing from the point of view of a water molecule (step 8). It might
be objected that some learners would be insulted by such work. This
is certainly a point to bear in mind, although in our experience this
kind of activity is welcomed by learners as a chance for some fun,
especially if it occurs well into the course when more conventional
activities are losing their appeal. There is, in any case, no compulsion
to do the exercise. We would repeat a point made earlier: materials
should be a stimulus. They should provide opportunities for class-
room activities. There is a lot to be said for putting in more than can
actually be covered. Some can be left out to suit the needs of different
situations.

f) Of greatest importance was the work that could now be done to
follow up step 2. Whereas previously the learners had simply
recreated the input, now they had a much more creative activity. They
were transferring the input content into the diagram in step 2, as
before. Then the information in the diagram could be used as input
to an exercise on discourse linkers (step 6). This gave added
coherence to the unit by recycling work from one exercise into
another. But the real benefit was that in doing this new series of
exercises the learners were in effect creating for themselves the
original descriptive text we had started with (see figure 32). This, we
felt, was a much more creative and meaningful learning activity than
simply reconstructing a given text.

Having revised our unit using the new text, we could proceed to the

remaining stages of using the model and complete a workable version

of the materials. ‘
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Original text New text
input text input text
Y \
diagram diagram
Y 1
reformulated students’
input text own text

Figure 32: A more creative learning task

Stage 8: Check the new materials against the syllabus and amend
accardingly.

Stage 9: Try the materials in the classroom.

Stage 10: Most importantly, revise the materials in the light of classroom
use. There is no such thing as perfect materials. They can always be
improved.

Conclusion: Other options

In this chapter we have looked in detail at one of the most characteristic
features of ESP work: materials writing. We have presented and shown
how to operate a model which puts into practice a learning-centred
Pproach to materials.
However, in concluding, we should state that for a number of reasons
materials writing is best regarded as the last resort, when all other
ossibilities of providing materials have been exhausted.
a) JWe have noted that there is much common ground between learners
of apparenty very different subject specialisms. Thus vou should
“fifst question Whether the learners’ needs are signif ifferent
fronthose of oUEr groups in your inshution. It may be possible to
Us€ existing materials. But make sure that this solution is acceptable
to everyone concerned. Students and sponsors might feel that they
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are only getting their money’s worth if they get a tailor-made course.
._ Even so, a few strategic cosmetic changes may solve this problem.

f a new set of materials is needed, the second alternative is to look at
published materials. !@wlgt_____ﬁmiomz@mﬂhichmplﬂmh;_
M@Mn of units from two or more
courses may cover the needs of many students. ~
/}\ ven if the first two alternarives fail to provide exactly what you
want, you can still try adapting existing material. You might add

some exercises or change some of the texts to make them more
@ appropriate to the learners’ needs.

The fina] possibility is to.try and reduce the area of the course that
will require new materials. Tt is highly unlikely that any groap of -
Tearneérs will réquire completely new materials for every lesson. Look
at your course design and identify those areas that could be covered %
by existing marterials (with or without adaptation). Then e
concentrate your materials writing effort on the remaining areas.
You may well be surprised how little of the course will really need
new materials. ) <
For those who, in the end, feel they have to write new materials, here are
a few hints:
@) Don’t re-invent the wheel. Use existing materials as a source for ideas.
) It’s better to work in a team, if only to retain your sanity.
¢) Don’tset out to write the perfect materials on the first draft. Materials
can always be improved. Do what you can and try it out. Use what
you learn from this experience to revise and expand the materials.
@ Don’t underestimate the time needed for materials writing. It can be
a very time-consuming business. .
@) Pay careful attention to the appearance of your materials. If they look

boring and scruffy, they will be treated as such. =
f) Good luck! i
7

Tasks

1 The main purpose of ESP materials is to present models of correct
language use in the target situation. How far would you agree with

this?

2 What materials writing do you do? Why do you write your own
marerials?

3 Study your own ESP materials. What model underlies them ?

4 Would the Blood Cell unit be suitable for your own ESP learners ? Give
reasons why or why not.
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5 Look at the task at the end of the Blood Cell unit. What language

and content knowledge is needed for it? How
covered through the unit?

far is this knowledge

6 Apply the syllabus/unit interface to the materials you use. Identify
the syllabuses underlying your materials and try to match them to the

various stages of your materials,
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11 Methodology

I hear and I forget.
Isee and I remember.
Ido and I understand.

{Chinese proverb)

In chapter 4 we looked at various theories of learning and presented a

model of learning. In this chapter we shall present three model lessons

to illustrate the practical implications of these ideas for the classroom.

First, however, let us extend the theoretical models we have considered

and outline some basic principles of language learning, which will

derpin a learning-centred methodology.
Second language learning is a developmental process, Learners use their
existing knowledge to make the new information comprehensible.
Only in this way can learning take place. ‘Comprehension precedes
learning’ (Strevens, 1985). The learner’s existing state of knowledge
is, therefore, a vital element in the success or failure of learning,
and the good teacher will consequently try to establish and exploit
what the learners already know.

@danguagc learning is an active process. It is not enough for learners
just to have the necessary knowledgé to make things meaningful,
they must also use that knowledge. However, it is important to be
clear what we mean by the term active’. We must make a distinction

tween two types of activity:
)} psycho-motor activity, that is, the observable movement of speech
organs or limbs in accordance with signals from the brain;

@lcm e processing activity, that is, the organisation of informa-
@%m::twork of knowledge. This kind of activity
is internal and not observable.

It is the language processing activity which is the important factor. If

language is not connected into the network, the psycho-motor

activity will have little if any benefit. In practical terms this means
that “activity’ should not be judged in terms of how much learners
say or write,{but in terms of how much the learners have to

&"think — to use their cogfitive capacities and knowledge of the world—

g5 -
R 0 make sense of the flow of new lnformanon.)
&
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{( 4) Language learning is a decision-making process. In the traditional
Wga_ﬂ_gbp_dﬁdsbn& Indeed it was essential
for the teacherto do so in order to avoid all possibilities of error —

pdyou can’t make decisions Withont I Tisks and takirg ns

ossible or even likely. But t developing and USihg

%WHMM a train of learner decisions: What—
“kowtedge s mew? How does it refte o the existing knowledge?
What is the underlying pattern? Is there a rule of appropriacy here?
Which bits of information are relevant? Which are unimportant?
Learners must be decision-makers (see e.g. Allwright, 1978a).

learnifig is not just a matter of linguistic knowledge. The most
fundamental problem of second language learning 1s theé mismatch
between the learners’ conceptual /cognitive capacities and the learners’
linguistic Tevel. T mother tongue learming they develop together. I
the second fanguage they are grossly out of focus: the second language
learner is someone who is conceptually and cognitively mature, but
is linguistically an infant. This is a particular problem in ESP, where
the learners’ knowledge of their subject specialism may be of a very
high level, while their linguistic knowledge is virtually nil. Teaching
must respect both levels of the learners’ state (see e.g. Breen and
Candlin, 1980).

5) Language learning is not the learners’ first experience with language.
Every second language Iearner is already communicatively competent
in one language. They do not know the specific forms, words or
possibly some of the concepts of the target language, but they know
what communication is and how it is used (Swan, 1985a). They may
not be able to verbalise this knowledge, but it is there, for without
it they would not be able to operate in their own mother tongue.
Learners’ knowledge of communication should be actively exploited

second language learning, for example, by getting students to

<y WS Sleodbd Yo ko

e

Fj‘* predict, before reading or listening (see e.g. Widdowson, 1978).

off" (SlLeamin

6)1 ing is an emotional experience. Our concern should be to develop

;;.m_,thggggifizgggpﬁme negative ones by, for example:
" — using paii'and group work to build on existing social relationships;
~giving students time to think and generally avoiding undue
pressure; ’
— putting less emphasis on the product (the right answer) and more
on the process of getting an answer;
~ valuing attitude as much as aptitude and ability;
— making ‘interest’, ‘fun’, ‘variety’ primary considerations in ma-
terials and methodology, rather than just added extras.
Language learning is to a large extent incidental. You don’t have to be
working with language problems in order to learn language. You can
learn a language incidentally, while you are actually thinking
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ing else. The problems to be solved in a problem-solving
approach do not have to be language problems (Prabhu, 1983). The
int is that-the oblige the learners to use
language and thereby to fix the language into the matrix 6 e
M\ 10 their minds {see e.g. Krashen, 1981).
Language learning is not systematic. We learn by systematising
knowlegge, but the process itself 1s not systematic, Laying out infor-ﬁ
mation in a systematic way will not guarantee learning. The learner

must create an 1nternal systeri. Al exteinal systein may help, but that %
is all it can do.
In the model lessons that follow we shall show how these principles can
be realised in the ESP classroom.

Model lesson 1

Materials

Woarksheet 1: Strip cartoon with bubbles blanked out.
Worksheet 2: Bubble texts.

Tape of conversation. ;;1
A paperclip and a needle. i
Audience %

Engineering or General Technical students, intermediate fevel.

WORKSHEET1

This Is a bar of jow
carbon stee! — hiack
or mild steel,

So how many blows forthe
high carbon steel?

And for the low
carbon steel? e
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First we - .
then using unxfomlg 2 vice ligke this,
we will sae Ammer b oy

to bend thap

T
il o '.}!!3‘;3
800 degrees? This is a bar of high carbon steel or silver
Steel.

The carbon content is a
1Z. The mild steel ha

pproximately
s only -1Z.

Wha

t effect hag heacing
N these piaceg of steel?

1 t the other
Now I'm going to hea o
ends of thgse two bars to a cherry reqilc?:;'?y
tell me what temperature that wi ?

Figure 33: Model lessosn 1 - Worksheets 1 and 2
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Procedure

A STARTER:

1

Hold up the paperclip and the needle. Ask what they are made of.
This should get the answer: “steel”,

2 Give them to a student and ask him or her to hend them. He or she will be able

to bend the cfip easily, but not the needle. Ask why this’is sa, if they are both
made of steel. This should get the answer: *There are different types of steel.”

3 Ask in what ways metals like steel can differ, for example hard /soft,

(=204 W

9

tough/brittle. You could ask what the different types are used for.

ANALYSIS:

Divide the class into groups of 3 or 4, Give each group a copy of Worksheet 1.
Give only one copy 1o each group, so that they will have to work together.
Tetl the students to look at each picture and decide what is happening.

Ask groups to report what they think is happening in each picture. Ask
questions to get as much information as possible, for example:

: Whatis happening in the first picture?

A mar: is holding a piece of steel.

How do you know itis a piece of steel ?

: Hesays: This is a piece of mild steel.’

: What about the second picture?

: The man is holding a piece of steel again.

1s it the same piece of steel?

No, it iooks different.

That could be a mistake in the drawing. Are there any other clues?

¢ Yes, in the later pictures he mentions *high carbon steel’ and ‘low carbon
steel’.

Yes. OK.

etc.

2 ode—do-n-an-

PREDICTION:

in this way students should build up enough facts to be able to predict what
the dialogue is about. Ask the students who the people are; what the man is

trying to do etc. In this way it should emerge that itis a teacher conducting an -

experiment to show the effects of heating and cooling on two types of steel.
Ask students to use the knowledge they now have and their knowledge of
experiments to say what the stages in the experiment discourse will be, for
example, ‘The man is showing the materials, then he will probably explain
what he is going to do, comment on his actions and draw a conclusion.’

Get the students to predict what the dialogue will be. What do they think will
go in each bubble.

10 Groups suggest possible texts for the bubbles.

B

MATCHING:

11 Give out Worksheet 2 (the bubbie texts), Students put them in order to match

the blank bubbies. If possible cut up Worksheet 2; students arrange bubbles in
order.

12 Play the tape. Students check their versions.

E

FOLLOW UP:

13 There are many possible ways of following this activity up:

-~ Discuss the discourse pattern of experiments or the language.
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— Students explain how they got their answers. What clues they used.

- Discuss the uses of different types of metals.

- Students write a report on the experiment,

- Give students pictures of another experiment. Get them to make ¢
commentary or a report on it.

— Students do their own experiments.

Model lesson 2

Materials

Worksheets 1, 2 and 3.
Feedback Worksheet,
{overhead projector foil of Feedback Worksheet)

Audience

Business or Secretarial students, upper intermediate/advanced level.

Procedure

A GATHERING INFORMATION:
1 Divide the class into groups of three and give each group anumber:1, 2,3, 4
etc.
2 Give one of the worksheets to each group e.g.:
Group  Worksheet
1
2
3
4
5
etc,
3 Teli the groups to read their worksheets and make notes about the details, in
particular writing down any information which answers the questions:
— Are any people mentioned? Who do you think they are?
~ What is the communication about?
— Are any places mentioned ? Why?
~ Are any dates mentioned ? What happened or will happen then?
- Are any items mentioned ? How many?
For example, the notes for Worksheet 1 might lock like this:
Mr Salgado and his secretary(?), Maria.
Mr Salgado wants Maria to call Lanka Shipping Services about typewriters
from Birmingham, England, Wants to know arrival in Colombo,
Tell each member of the group to keep a copy of the notes, as they will be
working in new groups in the second stage of the lesson,
* The marerials for this lesson were developed by Tom Hutchinson as part of an ESP Project for
Polytechnical Colleges in Sei Lanka.

& video-recording of Tom Hutchinson teaching this lesson is available ar the Instituce for
English Language Education, University of Lancaster.

N-SWN -

133



Application

WORKSHEET 1

Mr Salgado:
Maria:
Mr Salgado:

Maria:
Mr Salgado:
Maria:

Mr Salgado:
Maria:

Mr Salgado:

Maria?
Yes, Mr Salgado?

Could you phone the shipping agents and
find out when an order for some
typewriters is due to arxive. They should
be here soon.

Yes, sir. What number is the order?

It's order number B/123/45/E. It's for
some typewriters from Olivetti in
Birmingham, England.

Ah yes, I remember it. It's being handled
by Lanka Shipping Services, isn't it?

Yes, that's right.

And you want to know when the consignment
will arrive in Colombo?

Well, I really want to know when the
consignment will be here at our
warehouse. They'll have to unload the
ship and ¢lear the things through
customs, before we ¢an collect them,

Miss Jayweera:

LSS Clerk:

Miss Jayweera:
LSS Clerk:

Miss Jayweera:
LSS Clerk:
Miss Jayweera:
LSS Clerxk:

Miss Jayweera:
LSS Clerk:

Maria: Very well, Mr Salgado. I'll chase it up.
WORKSHEET 2
LSS Clerk: Good afternoon, LSS Ltd.

Good afterncon. This is Miss Jayweera
from Metropolitan Agencies here. I'd
like to know when an order you are
handling for us will arrive. It's our
reference B/123/45/E and it was placed
on 30th March.

Just a minute. Ah yes. The consignment
left Liverpool two weeks ago.

So when will it arrive in Colombo?

Let me see. It's Monday 18th July
today, and it left on the 4th. So it
should be here at the end of this week.

Friday?
Say Saturday, to be safe.
And when can we collect the order?

Give us a ring on Tuesday moraning. It
should be ready by then.

Thank you. Goodbye.
Goodbye,
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WORKSHEET 3 Polytechnical Imstitute,
Waidya Road,
Dehiwala.

12th March 1984

Metropolitan Agencies Ltd,
12 Sea View Road,
Colombo 7

Dear Sir,
We should like to place an order with you for
the following item from your catalogue:

42 x Olivetti Omega typewriters (cat. no. TW/
952/0111

The price quoted in your catalogue is Rs 2800
per item. In view of the size of the order, we
feel that a reasonable discount could be offered
on this price. Please contact me so that we can
discuss the matter before you place the order
with your suppliers.

The typewriters will be needed for courses
beginning in September and it is therefore
imperative that they should arrive in good time
for this.

Thank you for your attention.

Yours Faithfully,

A. Gautamadasa
Principal

Figure 34: Model lesson 2: Worksheets 1,2 and 3
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4 Goround the class and make sure that the students are noting down the
relevant information and that they understand the facts of the text.

5 Collect the worksheets. ‘ @
B SHARING INFORMATION:
6 Form new groups of three, so that each new group has one member from each

of the old groups. The simplest way to do this is to give each student in a group
a fetter. Then form new groups, by putting all the As together, all the Bs etc,
Attach any odd students to other groups,

ABC ABC ABC

71N /] 7

W/ sheet 2 W/sheet 3 i

W/ sheet 1

AAA BBB CCC
Figure 35: Cross-grouping

7 Check that each group has at least one member from each of the old groups.
To do this, ask "Who had Worksheet 1?* At least one hand in each group ,-
should be raised. This may seem tedious, but it will only take a few seconds A
and can save a lot of canfusion.

8 Give one copy of the Feedback Worksheet to each group. Each member of the

group has some of the missing information. Tell them to fill in the gaps using o
their notes. :

C FEEDBACK:

9 Ifyou have an overhead projector, put the Feedback Worksheet onto a foil. Ask
one group to complete it. Other groups compare their versions. Note that there
may be more than one possible answer for some of the facts.

10 Discuss any differences in versions. Ask students how they worked out their B
answers, =

D FOLLOW UP:
11 Divide the class into pairs and get them to rote play the conversation.

12 Get the students to compose a letter to Mr Gautamadasa, informing him about
the delivery.

136



Methodology

FEEDBACK WORKSHEET

Use the information you noted from Worksheets 1,
2 and 3 to complete this conversation.

Scene: Metropolitan Agencies Ltd.

%“%’ .......... i etiaeaaaa, , did you find out when
= those .vvvuinnennn. will arrive?

reraensneal YOS, L. iiii.aaan. » I phoned .......
ttesesnsseseae.s. this morning and
they said the. ship should be here

.......... : Where are they being shipped from?
........................ And the ship left
there on ............. .
.......... : Hmmm. So the ship will be in Colombo
— Ol wvieenernnnnn OF tvvernnrnnnan

They'11 need a few days to unload the
cargo and clear customs, won't they?
So when will they be ready to collect?

v+evsea-..i They should be ready .............
.......... : Right. We'll have to test them, before
we can deliver them. How many
......... +... were ordered?
feerenaaa t et et s Sir,
ﬁ .......... : It will take two days to test that
number. Can you telephone Mr
L = 8
% and tell him that we will deliver his
e on Friday. What date

will that be?

Figure 36: Model lesson ».: Feedback Worksheer
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Model lesson 3

Materials

Worksheet 1, cutinto strips.
Worksheet 2.
Cassette recording of dialogue in Worksheet 1.

Audiénce %

Hotel and tourist students, lower intermediate,

WORKSEEET 1

Good morning, Orient Hotel. Can I help you?

Good morning. I'd like to reserve a room for mext week.
Yes, sir. Which days next week?

Monday to Friday, please.

And do you want a single or a double room?

A single with private bath.

All our rooms have private bathrooms, sir. Do you want
full board?

No, just bed and breakfast, please.

So, that's a single room, bed and breakfast for four
nights. Can I have your name and address, please?
It's Mr G. N. Jenkins, 14 Prince Street, Colombo.

Thank you, Mr Jenkins. Can you confirm the booking in
writing before Monday?

Yes, I'll confirm it. Can you tell me how much the room
will be? :

Four hundred and fifty rupees a night, bed and breakfast, g@
sir. i

Thank you. Goodbye.

Goodbye, sir.

Fz'gure 37: Model lesson 3: Worksheet 1 y

Procedure

A PREDICTION:
1 Play just the first line of the dialogue. * (ring ring) Good morning, Qrient Hotel.

Can | help you?’ .
2 Ask students to predict what the conversation is going to be about. Ask whois
taiking, what they think the caller wants, what the people in the dialogue
might talk abaut. You will be surprised how much can be predicted from just
one line. Introduce any new or important vocabulary.
Play the tape right through. Students listen and check their predictions.
Ask if there are any vocabulary difficulties.
Play the tape once more. @

apb W
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B RECONSTRUCTION:

6 Divide the class into pairs.

7 Give each pair the cut up dialogue. Their task is to putthe dialogue back
together again.

8 Goround and help students. Don‘t do it for them., Suggest ways in which they
might find the answer, for example, by looking for repeated words.

9 Play the tape again. Students check their answers.

10 Play the tape one fine at a time. Students repeatin chorus.

C PRACTICE:

11 Tell the students to write on each sfip of paper who is speaking: receptionist or
caller.

12 Tell one member of each pair to take the caller's pieces and the other to take
the receptionist’s pieces.

13 Pairs read the dialogue.

14 Telt the “callers” to tumn over their pieces of paper, so that they cannot see
them. They do the dialogue again. Then the * receptionists’ turn their pieces
over: the ‘callers’ turn theirs back. They do the dialogue again.

15 Collect the receptionist’s pieces. Students must write the receptionist’s part of
the dialogue using the caller’s part as cues.

16 Students role play their new conversations.

17 Give out Worksheet 2. Students make the dialogue for the new callers.

WORKSHEET 2

Mrs H. Peres phones the Hotel Paris.

She wants to reserve a double room for herself
and her husband for three nights from next
Wednesday. They will want full board and a
private bathroom.

Mr and Mrs Peres live at 35 Alfred Street,
Colombo.

Figure 38:Model lesson 3: Worksheet 2

Analysis i

How do these lessons put into practice the principles outlined at the start

of this chapter? They exploit 2 number of simple techniques, which can

be applied to almost any lesson.

1 Gaps. If everything is certain and known, there is no need to think.
Learning demands thinking. Gaps create that demand. There are
many types of gap, which can be exploited: .

a) Information gaps. Most teachers will be familiar with this type
of activity. One learner has some information, another does not.
There is a need to communicate and share the knowledge.
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b) M@%&/’The information is available in one medium and
needs to be transferred to another medium, for example read:
make notes: discuss using notes: complete gapped text.

@) W . There are clues and pieces of evidence, but the
answer needs to be extrapolated. Working out what the discourse
is all about in lesson 1 is a good example of this.

Memory gaps. The learners have received some information at

one stage of the lesson. Now they must use their memories to

reconstruct. Reconstructing half the dialogue in lesson 3 exploits
this kind of gap.

Jigsaw gaps. All the parts are there, but they need to be put
“togetherto form a complete uni. .
~QOpinion gaps. What is important ? What is not > What is relevant ?

What is definitely known? What can be presup-
posed? What can be predicted ? What is completely unavailable?

It is the gaps, the holes, the missing bits that seize the mind and

trigger the thinking processes. A teacher’s best friend can be the pair

of scissors that creates the gaps which stimulate the learners’
hinking processes.

Variety. It is the spice of learning. In order to get the repetition

necessary to help learning, there must be variety to keep the mind

alert. Variety can be achieved in a number of ways:

8) Variety of medium: text, tape, pictures, speech.

B) Variety of classroom organisation: whole class, pair, individual,
group. e

8) Variety of learner roles: presenter, evaluator, receiver, thinker,
negotiator.”

& Variety of exercise, activity or task.

€ Variety of skills: teading, listening, writing, speaking, graphic
skills.

@ Variety of topic.

@ Variety of focus: accuracy, fluency; discourse, structure, pronun-

ciation etc.

3 _Prediction, Prediction is a matter of using an existing knowledge of
a pattern or system in order to anticipate what is likely in a novel
situation. It is, therefore, central both to language use and language
learning. Getting students to predict what will be in a piece of
discourse has a number of practical pedagogic advantages, too:

It builds learner confidence by making them aware of their
poten%owiedge —of how much they really know about
language, communication or the topic.

b1t enables the teacher to discover where the gaps in knowledge
arg, so that teaching can be made more relevant to needs.

@ It activates the learner’s mind and prepares it for learning.
\-‘H“'\————/ W
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@ m&md%@;_m;\x/hen people make predic-
tions, they are investing part of their self-esteem in their decisions
and choices. They are putting their ego on the line and taking
risks. Having done so, the one thing that will occupy their minds
is finding out whether they were right. Getting students to pre-
dict, therefore, gives a stronger motivation to proceed to the next
step of the lesson. This is particularly useful in listening compre-
hension. There is all the difference in the world between listening
to something to get some information and listening to something
to see whether you were right.

4 _Enjoyment. Enjoyment isn’t just an added extra, an unnecessary frill.

It is the simplest of all ways of engaging the learner’s mind. The most
relevant materials, the most academically respectable theories are as
nothing compared to the rich learning environment of an enjoyable
experience. This is an aspect of pedagogy that is taken for granted
with children, but is too often forgotten with adults. It doesn’t matter
how relevant a lesson may appear to be; if it bores the learners, it -
is a bad lesson.
An integrated methodology. Using a range of skills greatly increases
ﬁ&ﬁvﬁfﬁ‘pﬁs—‘sfnle in the classroom. This makes it easier
to achieve a high degree of recycling and reinforcement, while
maintaining the learners’ interest.

6 _Coherence. It should be clear where a lesson is going. Each stage

sho uild on previous stages and lead naturally into the following
stages.

7 -Preparation. Lesson preparation is normally interpreted as the

teacher planning the stages of the lesson. But as well as preparing
e teacher to teach, we should also be preparing the learners to learn.
It will be noticeable in the model lessons that the preparation For
an activity forms the greater part of the lesson. This is a matter of
building up a context of knowledge around the materials and so
preparing the learners’ minds to learn.
Involvement. Learners need to be involved both cognitively and
emotionally in the lesson. We have set out already some of the ways
i’ whichi learners can be involved (prediction, variety etc.). One of
the simplest ways is asking questions. Don’t tell learners things they
know already; use guiding questions to get them to tell you and the
rest of the class. But there are two words of warning here:
a) Don’t ask questions that are difficult to answer, such as defining
questions, for example, *What is an experiment?’
b) Wait for the answer. Learners should feel that their contribution
to the lesson is of value. This is part of their emotional
involvement.

9 Creativity. Languageis dynamic. Lessons should reflect this. Activities

——
I41



Application %

should therefore allow for different possible answers, different levels
of response. Different does not mean wrong. (Stevick, 1982)

10_Atmosphere. For all that we might try to analyse and systemarise
teaching; we must still recognise that effective learning depends
heavily on intangible factors, such as the relationship berween
teacher and student. The cultﬁmmm

" within the classroom is very important. This is particularly the case

for ESP, where there are often other factors militating against a good
atmosphere —a teacher, who is unsure of the materials or who
actively dislikes the subject area; learners who resent the time they
have to devore to English etc.

Conclusion

It is impossible to deal adequately with methodology in a book. It has

to be experienced in the classroom. We have tried in this chapter to show %

some techniques which can help to make the ESP classroom a livelier, '

more enjoyable and thus more effective environment for both learner

and teacher. Before we conclude the chapter, however, it is necessary

10 repeat two very important points.
There is nothing specific about ESP methodology. The principles
whick underlie good ESP methodology are the same as those that "
underlie sound ELT methodology in general. Similarly, at the level
of techniques the ESP teacher can learn a lot from General English
practice. The teacher who has come to ESP from General English need
not think that a whole new methodology must be learnt. The
classr i iredi i aching

classroom skills and techniques acquired in General English teach
can in the ESP classroom.
hat happens in the classroom is not just an afterthought to be @

erafte ready-made materials and syllabuses. The activities in
room should Teed back o Other stages in the course
~design. As we saw with the Blood Cell in chapter g, if you can créate

a useful activity by changing a text, change it. It is the activity that
counts: ‘I do and I understand.’

Tasks

%

1 Look at the analysis section (p. 139). Find specific examples of the
points made in the model lessons.

2 A good lesson will try to make use of all the resources in the
classroom, particularly those resources that learners bring to the
lesson. What resources do the model lessons exploit?

i
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3 What knowledge is required of learners and teachers in these lessons
(specialist knowledge, general knowledge, linguistic knowledge,
knowledge of communication) ?

4 Take a sample of ESP materials that you use. Adapt them to
incorporate ‘gaps’.
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Ah, but a man’s reach should exceed his grasp,
Or what’s a heaven for?

(Robert Browning: * Andrea del Sarto”)

We noted in the first section of this book that ESP had developed in

response to certain pressures. Developments in the theoretical bases of %
language teaching were indicating a need to pay more attention to the .
individual learner, and at the same time the worlds of commerce and
technology were producing a host of people with specific language
learning needs. A demand was generated as a result for courses which
would equip particular learners with the necessary skills to carry out
particular tasks in English (or any other specified language). These same
pressures have generated an equally strong need for a more open and
coherent approach to evaluation. Any language teaching course has
certain evaluation requirements, but in ESP these requirements are
brought sharply into focus by the fact that the ESP course normally has
specified objectives. ESP is accountable teaching. ESP learners and
sponsors are investors in the ESP course and they want to see a return g
on their investment of time and/or money. The managers of the ESP
course are accountable to these investors. This accountability has

produced a demand for more and better evaluation procedures. Two %
levels of evaluation have thus been brought into prominence: 2
MM%LWAS with any language course there is a need to
assess student perforinance at strategic points in the course, for example, @

at the beginning and at the end. Bur this assessment takes on a greater
importance in ESP, because ESP is concerned with the ability to perform
particular communicative tasks. The facility to assess proficiency is, g
therefore, central to the whole concept of ESP. The results of this kind
of evaluation, for example, enable sponsors, teachers and learners to
decide whether and how much language tuition is required. %

B Course evaluation. A second important form of evaluation is the
Uevaluation of the course itself. This kind of evaluation helps to assess
whether the course objectives are being met — whether the course, in
other words, is doing what it was designed to do. (This type of
evaluation should be a feature of any kind of ELT course. Unfortunately,
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it is rarely attempted in the General English context, even though there
are sound educational reasons for doing so.)

These two forms of evaluation are not always distinct. Evaluation of
the learners reflects not just the learners’ performance but to some extent
M1veness or otherwise of the course too. An ESP course s, alter
all, supposed to be successful: it is set up in order to enable particular
learners to do particular things with language. If it consistently fails to
meet this objective, then something must be wrong with the course
design: the objectives may be too ambitious given the resources
: available; the analysis of the learners’ initial competence may be wrong;
@ the methodology may be inappropriate. Evaluation of the learners is
unlikely to indicate exactly where a fault lies, but it will at least indicate
7 existe a fault w i aftation ~
can then be used to trace the fault.

" In this sense, then, both course and learner evaluatiofi have a similar
function in providing feedback on the ESP course. However, each type
of evaluation also has other purposes and procedures. Thus, while’
bearing in mind their similarity of role as feedback, we shall consider
these two kinds of evaluation separately.

7 A -Learner asses -

In spite of the importance, noted above, which ESP should logically give
to assessment of student performance, there is a general lack of

scussion or guidance on ESP testing. Munby (19787, for example, while
MCS for the specification of learning
objectives, makes no mention at all of how these objectives might be
% tested.

Alderson and Waters (1983) maintain that the lack of importance
assigned to evaluation can be attributed to pervasive prejudices against
testingamong applied linguists and other language teaching practitioners.
The result of this prejudice is to see assessment as a post hoc operation —a

regrettable and dreary task to be tacked on to the end of the course design
% usually long after the syllabus, materials and methodology have been
fixed. The net result is ‘a paradoxical situation in which the need for
better tests and evaluation procedures co-occurs alongside an almost
universal lack of acceptable instruments’ (ibid).

This lack, however, does not imply that there are no rests available
in ESP. In fact Davies and West (1984) list 14 examinations in Specific
Purpose English offered by British institutions. The London Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, the Associated Examinagion Board (AER)
and Pitman Examinations Institute offer examinations in Secretarial and

145



Application

Commercial English. Cambridge offers English for Business and English
for Science. The City and Guilds of London Institute offers examinations
in Technical English. AEB also offers an examination in English for
Academic Purposes (TEEP), as does the British Council (ELTS). The
English Language Teaching Development Unit (ELTDU) has produced
a Scales of Attainment and Test Battery for Occupational English. There
is, then, no shortage of available examinations in ESP. What is lacking .

t und theoretical or empirical basis for ESP_tésting. F
research is need efore we will real what requirements of

a good ESP test ate. f1 to this point below (p. 150}

In ESP there are three basic types of assessment : 2
1 B]_wt_&:g%’]fhese are used to ‘place’ learners in the ESP course i

most suited to their needs. The placement test normally comes at the

beginning of the course. %
2 Achievement tests. These test how well the learner is keeping up with

the syllabus and can be administered any time through the course.
3 Proficiency tests. These assess whether or not the student can cope :
“with the demands of a particular situation, for example, study at a
university or reading technical manuals.
These different types of test do not necessarily vary in terms of content.
They differ in terms of their initial function. But even here they need
not be exclusive, since the same test may be used for more than one

purpose..For example, all three types may be used as diagnostic tests, Eﬁ
- - . ALY
thatis ethea 2 partic :

have. This diagnostic evidence can then be used as a means of
determining what and how much tuition the learner needs. The AEB’s
Test in English for Educational Purposes is a good example of a test with i
a dual function. MWMW_%V?

a course of study (proficiency teést) and to indicate what Tiirther help the

learner might need (placement test). @

—_—
T Placementtests

e

Jhe aim of the placement test is to determine the léarners’ state of
knowledge before the ESP course begins. In so doing it should indicate
firstly whether the learners need the course at all and secondly, should
a need be indicated, what form the course should take. The placement

test is, therefore, in the first instance a proficiency test. If a learner is %
already proficient in the skills required, no Further tuition is required. i

o

In-itssecond Tanctiqun, the placement test is diagnostic, indicating iow
"Tar and in what ways the leamer falls short Of the proficiency level: In
this respect the test has 2 formative value, in that the test results will
be used in forming the nature and content of the ESP course that the
learner will take. As already noted, the AEB’s Test in English for 7
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Educational Purposes can be used in this way for prospective students

in higher education. ELTDU’s Scales of Attainment provides a similar

service for commercial and industrial use. The Scales specify the

linguistic requirements of given tasks and the associated Test Battery

. determines what tasks an employee is currently able to do. Matching

% the results of the Test Battery to the Scales will provide a specification,
which can provide the basis for future language training.

i Doubts have been expressed about the ability to accurately diagnose
%@ learner needs through tests (Alderson and Hughes, 1981}, but in the
‘ absence of any more accurate instruments, the course designer has little

choice. What should be borne in mind is that any placement test can
i only be an approximate guide and should be treated with due caution.

The good placement test should also reveal positive factors. It should

show not just what the learner lacks, but also what potential for learning

can be exploited in the ESP Conrse.
; [

2 Achievement tests

This kind of test is the least problematic, since it is usually internal to
the course. It does not have to conform to external influences, but should
rather reflect the nature and content of the course itself (Alderson and
Hughes, 1981). The achievement test is, however, the kind of test the
ESP teacher is most likely to have to construct. We will, therefore, give
some basic guidance in this task (see e.g. Heaton, 1975 and Oller, 1979
for detailed guidance). In constructing a good ESP achievement test you
should follow the same basic principles as you would for constructing
any test. For example:

Test what you can reasonably assume the learners have learnt. This

is not necessarily the same as what you have taught.

o Your test should test what you actually want it to test. Don’t, for
example, make a test of reading ability dependent on the ability to
write. A learner may well be able to read and understand something,
but unable to put the ideas down in writing., 4 o

@ Avoid bias in the test. Don’t, for example, write test items which
demand specialist subject knowledge or cultural knowledge. This is
a problem with any kind of language test, but it is probably more
apparent in ESP tests, which may often involve the use of specialist
content — technical, commercial, medical, and so on. The important
point is that gerting the correct answer should not depend—on

_specialist subject knowledge outside the material used in the test.

Here is a sample test intended to assess mastery of the work done

in the Blood Cell unit on page 1xo.
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TEST

The diagram below shows the flow of coolant through a refrigeration
system. Study the diagram and then write a description of how the

coolant circulates through the system.

' .,-J Evaporator (%b" _
| e et
Ly Temperature i
Ii!' control Capillary tube :;
Coolant ,'i"g
; ndenser i
Tgi = | E
g 3 1
AN .
i 11
1 AN
K f Eiecgic \
1 motor =
/LL\?. o

Figure 39: A sample achievement test

What features does this test have that make it a suitable means of

evaluating the learners’ understanding of the material ?
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It involves production as well as understanding. It, therefore, tests

~ what the materials were teaching. A teStwhichconcentrated on, say,
checking comprehension of a reading: passage about how the
refrigerator works would not test the ability to produce descriptions,
which is one of the aims of the materials.

@It is an integrated task rather than a ser of discrete-point tests
focussing on particular sub-skills, for example, Tinking clauses’. It
is more economical to test the sub-skills by asking the students to
combine them into a self-sufficient piece of discourse. An integrated
test also tests the ability of the learners to use the sub-skills in a
coherent piece of communication.

) The content is of a similar nature to that of the unit: it is concerned
with the movement of a fluid through an enclosed system. It should,
therefore, indicate whether the learner is able to describe such
systemns. s

@ The subject matter is probably already known to the learners. (In
practice it would be wise t6 check this beforehand.) The subject

knowledge should, therefore, nmeither obstruct nor give unfair
advantage.
) It does not require knowledge of subject-speci ry, such as

auricle” and ‘ventricle’. The specific vocabulary of the refrigerator
systerii 1S 4156 given. 1 he test, therefore, does not test subject-specific

- vocabulary, but rather the ability to exploit such vocabulary within

% a context of general vocabulary. The learners must extract the specific
names from the diagram and use them in their description.

@ It tests Wwritten production. This might not be appropriate in every
case. It would depend on how the unit had been taught. If the
exercises in the materials had been done orally, then the test could
be changed into an oral test as follows:

‘Study the diagram. Then prepare and give an oral commentary
on the flow of coolant through the system.’

S Dpeliciency tefts

In the introduction to their Guide to English Language Examinations,
Davies and West (1984) identify the primary purpose of language testing
in the eighties as ‘proficiency testing designed to assess whether
candidates will be able to perform the language tasks required of them’.
Such tests, they say, are primarily criterion-referenced. In other words,
the candidate’s ability Is assessed according to how far it matches certain
criteria judged to be essential for proficiency in a particular task. With
criterion-referencing, there is no pass/fzil distinction, but rather a scale
of degrees of proficiency in the task. An example of such a scale is that
used for the British Council’s ELTS test which is used to assess a
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candidate’s ability to study at an English-medium institution of higher
education:

Band Description

9 Expert User: fully operational command of the language; appropriate, accurate and
fluent with complete understanding.

8 Very Good User: fully operational command of the language; occasional minor
inaccuracies, inappropriacies or misunderstandings possible in unfamiliar situations.

7 Good User: operational command of the language; occasional inaccuracies,
inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations.

6 Competent User: generally effective command of the language, although occasional
misunderstanding and lack of fluency could interfere with communication.

5 Modest User: partial command of the language coping with overall meaning in most
situations although some misunderstanding and lack of fluency could block
communication. ‘

4 Limited User: basic functional competence limited to familiar situations, but
frequent problems in understanding and fluency can make communication a constant
effort.

'3 Extrernely Limited User: below levet of functional competence; although general
meaning can be conveyed and understood in simple situations there are repeated
breakdowns in communication. )

2 Intermittent User: no real communication possible although single-word messages
may be ¢onveyed and understood.

1 Non-User: unable to use the language or does not provide relevant evidence of
language competence for assessment,

Figure 40: Proficiency scales used in ELTS test

The move towards proficiency testing fits very neatly with the concept
of ESP, which is crucially concerned with enabling learners to perform
certain language tasks. Proficiency tests for specific purposes should,
therefore, be able to give a reliable indicarion of whether a candidate
is proficient enough to carry out the tasks that will be tequired. Such —
tests also have high face validity in that they look as if they are reliable
indicators. Scientists might well question the results of a test which, for
example, assessed their proficiency in writing reports on the basis of their
ability to answer questions on a short story. But a test which asked for a
report on a science lecture would seem to be a valid indicator of the
required proficiency. Yet although specific language proficiency tests
seem to be a logical extension of the ESP principle, they remain

roblematic. Why is this so?

@As already noted, proficiency tests are primarily criterion-referenced.
And therein lies the problem: what shou € criteria be?
they vary with different subject areas? What skills and knowledge
enable someone to perform particular tasks? How specific are those
skills and that knowledge to any particular task? In spite of all the
recent developments in our knowledge of language use, we still have
to admit that we do not really know what makes communicative
performance possible. This argument might be countered by having
real-life tasks as tests. However, this is rarely possible to set up in
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practice and so still leaves us with the problem of determining what
@fcajn__lrcs are crucial to the real-Tife performance.

How specific is specific? Can a tést it Engimeering, for example, be
a valid indicator for all branches of Engineering — marine, electronic,
civil, electrical, mechanical, aeronautical etc? Alderson and Hughes
(x98x) make this point in considering the British Council’s ELTS test:
‘which ELTS modular test, for example, out of the six presently
available (Physical, Life, Social and Medical Sciences, Technology
and General Academic) should be taken by a student of Urban and
Regional Studies, whose course will include Law and Economics
courses as well as courses in Technology?... What about the (fre-
quent) cases of students who have a background in Physical Sciences,
who are coming to the UK to do a (to them) novel course in
Technology ? Do they take the Physical Science test or the Technology
test?’

Until we know more about what enables a language user to perform

particular communicative tasks, we must view proficiency tests as only

approximate guides.

Conclusion

In this section we have considered some of the mechanics of evaluating
learner performance, and in particular we have outlined some of the
problems associated with specific purpose testing. We should like, in
conclusion, to consider the role that tests play within a learning-centred
approach to ESP.

[The value of tests depends primarily on how they are used. Teachers
and learners need, lrst of & N it i Sts. Since tests are
here to stay (at least until we can think of a better alternative), it is no
good closing our eyes to them and hoping they will go away. Rather,
tests should be recognised for the important role they play in the
teaching-learning process, and every effort made ~ by teachers and
learners — to get the most out of them. We need to see test results less
as an end in themselves and more as the starting point for genuine
negotiation and interaction between the teacher and the learners, and
among the learners themselves. A grade, however good or bad, is in itself
of little significance: its real meaning lies in understanding the reasons
why it was given and what it tells the students about how they might
improve their future work.

Evaluation can fulfil two functions — assessment and feedback. Assess-
ment is a matter of measuring what the learners already know. But any
assessment should also provide positive feedback to inform teachers and
learners about what is still not known, thus providing important input
to the content and methods of future work. Although used in the first
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instance to assess learner performance, the key to the development of
a positive artitude to tests lies in recognising and capitalising on their
feedback function, and playing down the obsessive or fearful attitudes
engendered by viewing tests exclusively as determiners of grades. Given,
also, the fact that most ESP learners are adults, there is no reason why
the educational use of tests should not be taken a stage further, with
learners becoming increasingly involved in providing feedback to
themselves and their peers, and sharing in decisions about the most
appropriate procedures for evaluating their progress. Such work can
involve both useful realistic communication practice and deepen the
learners’ awareness of the learning process.

B Course evaluation

The ESP course, like any course, should regularly demonstrate that its
continued existence in its present form is justifiedXSince the ESP course
exists to satisfy a particular educational need, evaluation helps to show
how well the course is actually fulfilling the need, JA sponsor may also
wish to be supplied with clear information about the suitability of the
course and may well base decisions as to further investment and support
on:the results.

Thus evaluating an ESP course helps to establish whether it is meeting
its"aims. The information gathered forms the starting point for any
necessary revisions of the course, and may also help to guide the design
of other similar courses in your teaching institution or elsewhere. Course
evaluation also plays a useful social role, by showing the various parties
involved (teachers, learners, sponsors etc.) that their views are important.
There are four main aspects of ESP course evaluation to be considered
(Alderson and Waters, 1983):

a} What should be evaluated ?

"How can ESP courses be evaluated ?

Who should be involved in the evaluation ?

When (and how often) should evaluation take place?
6~______“‘-

a): What should be evaluated?

The short answer is: everything of significance. However, there are two

important constraints:

i) - Your ability to collect the information;

ii) Your ability to use the information once it has been collected. It will
annoy everyone concerned if you collect all sorts of detailed evalu-
ation information, possibly at considerable inconvenience, time and
expense, and then do little or nothing with it. Next time round, your
colleagues (and others) may not be so cooperative.

b)
<)
d)

15i
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In a learning-centred approach to ESP, the overall aim of the ESP course
is to meet two main needs of the learners: their needs as laneuage

learners, and their needs as fangnage users (see chapter ¢). It follows
that the ‘what’ of ESP course evaluation is concerned with z3sessing the
extent to which the course satisfies both kinds of needs. Thus, the
enquiry should begin with questions such as:

Is the course fulfilling the learners’ language learning needs?
Has the course fulfilled

Is the course fulfilling® } the learners’ language using needs ?

If the response to any of these questions is a ‘yes’, then congratulations
are in order! However, assuming that you get only a qualified ‘yes’, (or
even an outright ‘no’") in reply to one or more of them, the next question
that needs to be asked is:

What areas of need are not being / have not been fulfilled ?

Once we know what these areas are, we can turn our attention to
identifying the source(s) of these problems. Now the relevant questions
are:

Were the unfulfilled needs identified during the course design process?
If not, why not?
How can the course design process be improved to avoid this problem
in future? '
How can the course be changed to take these needs into account ?
If these needs were identified during the course design process, why
are they not being / have they not been fulfilled ? Is the fault in:
a) the syllabus(es);
b) the materials;
c} the teaching and learning techniques;
d) the testing procedures;
e} logistical /fadministrative arrangements;
f) the course evaluation system ?

b) How can ESP courses be evaluated?

In theory, there are very many ways in which the ESP course can be
evalnated, ranging from simulations to suggestion boxes. However, in
practice, most ESP courses are evaluated using one or more of the
following techniques:

~ test results;

— questionnaires;

* The additional form of the question is for situations whers exposure to the target situarion
occurs within the duration of the ESP course.

153



Application

— discussions;

— interviews;

— informal means (e.g. unsolicited comments, ‘casual’ chats etc.).
Which techniques you use will depend on what suits your teaching
situation best. It needs to be stressed that gathering the evaluation
information is only the first stage in the process. The information must
next be collated, and if it is extensive, summarised. After this, it needs
to be discussed with all interested parties, and some conclusions drawn.
Finally, it should be included in a detailed course evaluartion report, as
a basis for further discussions and decision-making. As with (a) above,
nothing is more discouraging than if useful suggestions for change are
consigned to the wastepaper bin through apathy or laziness on the part
of teachers or course designers. Having reached your conclusions, use
them!

¢) Who should be involved in the evaluation?

The extent of involvement of any group will vary, but it is likely, in
practice, that the bodies most closely concerned will be the ESP teaching
institution, the ESP teachers, the learners and the course sponsors.
(Former students can also provide useful information.) It is important
to get a representative cross-section of views and to take them properly
into account. Evaluation is concerned with people’s perceptions of value
and their views will, therefore, vary according to their own interests and
concerns. With learners, in particular, it can be difficult to get feedback
which is an expression of their real views. They may be reluctant to
criticise authority, possibly thinking it might prejudice their assessment.
They might simply be apathetic, feeling that any course revisions will
not help them, but only future students. Orientation exercises (see
Waters, 1985) can be used to get learners accustomed to expressing their
views honestly and candidly, although it must be said that an open and
trusting relationship between the teacher and the students is the best
basis for promoting frank and useful feedback.

Who you ask and how you ask will affect what you find out. Thus,
the methodology of course evaluation procedures, although coming
midway in our list of points here, should actually be seen as a primary
consideration, and care should always be taken, in any statement about
evaluation findings, to make explicit how the information was obtained,
that is, from whom, and by what means.

o) When (and how often) should evaluation take place?

There is an undoubted danger in doing course evaluation too frequently.
Respondents have only so much time to give the right quantity and
quality of information: the ESP teacher is limited in how quickly and
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insightfully he or she can process it and so on. However, the dangers in

not doing course evaluation often enough are equal, or greater. Learners,

sponsors and others will evaluate the course informally anyway. If there
is no proper channel or forum for these views, there is a risk of
misunderstanding, or at worst, hostility.

It is difficult to prescribe how often course evaluation should be done.
All sensitive and responsive teaching will include this as a continuing
feature anyway. So much will also depend on the characteristics of the
individual teaching situation. However, in our experience, the most
important times occur:

i} in the first week of the course. The tone established here will
probably have a greater overall effect on the success of the course
than what occurs later, since initial impressions are very often more
enduring than later ones. _

i) at regular intervals throughout the course, for example, every half
term.

ili) at the end of the course.

iv) (if possible) after the course. This is potentially the most valuable,
since the learners will be in a position to judge how well the course
prepared them for the target situation they are now in.

~ Finally, a general word of caution. Evaluation can be time-consuming,

complex and frustrating. Apart from the matters already discussed,
other possible difficulties may arise. For example, problems identified
might have no obvious solution, or only solutions that are too radical
or expensive for everyone to accept. Feedback from one party may
contradict feedback from another. In some parts of the world, willingness
to evaluate in consultation with the learners might be taken as a sign
of incompetence: ‘It’s the teachers’ job to know these things — why
should we do their job? Alternatively, criticising a course might be seen
as showing a lack of respect for authority. On the other hand, an
evaluation session can easily degenerate into a forum for airing minor,
personal grievances. Recognising that course evaluation is likely to bring
with it disadvantages of this kind, as well as benefits, is probably half
the battle. And, in overall terms, it is likely that 2 sound evaluation
system will provide a deeper insight, from all sides, into the nature of
the most effective learning experiences and processes that can be
accommodated. As Brumfit (1983) says:

‘One of the most useful roles of formal feedback sessions (is) to reveal to
students the wide variety of their own demands and needs, so thar they
(become) increasingly aware of the need for 2 general syllabus which (can} be
individualised within boundaries imposed by finance and time.’

Thus, in addition to its ‘political” aspects, course evaluation, at its best,
Is an indispensable part of a learning-centred approach to ESP.
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Conclusion

At the beginning of this chapter we identified two kinds of evaluation:
evaluation of the student and evaluation of the course. We have outlined
ways in which both kinds of evaluation can be carried out and we have
described how each fits into a learning-centred approach. For student
assessment, it means emphasising what tests can tell us about learning
needs. In course evaluation we need to involve all those who share the
learning process in making the ESP course as satisfying to the parties
as possible. The origins of ESP lie in satisfying needs. Evaluation helps
to assess how well the needs that have created the demand for a course
are being served.

Tasks
1 Take one of the model lessons in chapter 11. Write a test to go with
it. Explain what your test tests and how.

2 How does ESP testing differ from General English testing? What
particular problems does the ESP tester face?

3 Look at the ELTS bands. What bands would you put your own
learners in?

4 Evaluate your own ESP course. What would you evaluate? Who
would you involve? What would you do with the information?
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Section 4 The role of the
ESP teacher

Give us the tools and we will finish the job.
{Winston Churchiil}

Our explorations of the land of ESP are almost complete, and we come

in this final section to consider the role of the ESP teacher, in particular,

to consider in what ways the ESP teacher’s lot differs from that of the

General English teacher. We have stressed a number of times the need

to see ESP within the context of language teaching in general and this

applies as much to the role of the teacher as to materials and

methodology. Nevertheless, there are important practical ways in which_
the work of the General English teacher and the ESP teacher differ, We

shall conclude our journey by considering two of the most important
differences, the one briefly and the other at greater length.

Firstly it will be clear from the preceding chapters that the ESP
teacher’s role is one of many parts. Indeed Swales (198s) prefers with
some justification to use the term ‘ESP practitioner® rather than ‘ESP
teacher” in order to reflect this scope. It is likely that in addition to the
normal functions of a classroom teacher, the ESP teacher will have to
deal With needs analysis, sylabiis design; materials writing or adaptation
-and evaluation. We do not intend to go into this aspect in any further
detail: the whole book is a testimony to the range of parts the ESP
teacher is called upon to play. The second way in which ESP teaching
differs from ( General English teachin Js that the.great.majority of ESP
teachers have not been rained as such. | hey HEed, therefore, 16 Orientate
themselves to a new environmént f5r which they have generally been
ill-prepared. This section will deal with this matter of orientation. The
Appendix details sources of information to help the ESP teacher.
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I have been a stranger in a strange land.

(Exodus 2:22}

ESP teachers are all too often reluctant dwellers in a strange and
uncharted land. In this chapter we shall consider this situation in greater
detail, focussing on three problems which we have found consistently
arise in discussions with teachers of ESP:

1 thelack of an ESP orthodoxy to provide a ready-made guide;

2 the new realms of knowledge the ESP teacher has to cope with;

3 the change in the status of English Language Teaching.

We shall consider each of these and offer some suggestions as to how
a learning-centred approach can help.

1 Thelack of an orthodoxy

In spite of its relatively brief existence, ESP has undergone a number of
major shifts in orientation. These have come about largely because ESP
has developed at a time when a fundamental revision of our view of
language and learning has been taking place. Lacking 2 long tradition
which might give some stability, ESP has frequently been a hotbed of
conflict — the Wild West of ELT. New settlers in this land must often
have found it difficult to find their bearings with no agreed maps to guide

them. The question of authentic texrs will illustrate the kind of problem .

that arises.

In the early stages of ESP there was no question of using authentic
texts. Writers such as A. J. Herbert (1965) created their own texts to
highlight language features much in the same way as was done in
General English. This tradition was continued in the era of discourse
analysis. Allen and Widdowson (r974), for example, defend the use of
composed texts in order to ‘avoid syntactic complexity’ and to
““foreground” features of language which have particular communica-
tive value’. Phillips and Shettlesworth (rg78) on the other hand support
the use of the authentic text ‘as a repository of natural language use and
...as the stimulus for a variety of communication skills’. This marter
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of ‘authenticity’ is just one of the issues that continue to be debated
amongst ESP practitioners. What is the newly arrived settler to make
of this strange land of ESP under such circumstances ? The answer is to
return to basic principles and define exactly what is meant by “using an
authentic text’.

First of all, it is necessary to be clear what the term ‘authentic’ really
means. It usually carries the sense of ‘taken from the target situation
and, therefore, not originally constructed for language teaching pur-
poses’. In reality this is a contradiction of the term authentic. Authenticity
is not a characteristic of a text in itself: it is a feature of a text in a
particular context. A text alone has no value. A text is a message from
a writer to an assumed reader. In writing the text the writer will make
a judgement as to the knowledge the assumed reader will bring to the
text and the use the reader will make of it. The text, therefore, only
assumes a value in the context of that knowledge and that use. A text
can only be truly authentic, in other words, in the context for which
it was originally written. Since in ESP any text is automatically removed
from its original context, there can be no such thing as an authentic text
in ESP.

There is, therefore, no intrinsic merit in an ‘ authentic’ text. What we
have to do is once more to see the text as part of the teaching/learning

" process. The question should not be: ‘Is this text “authentic™?’ but

“What role do I want the text to play in the learning process?’ We should
be looking not for some abstract concept of ‘authenticity’, but rather
the practical concept of *fitness to the learning purpose’.

In this sense, it can easily be seen that different types of text will be
required at different stages of a course, depending on what we want the
text for, for example: '

a) You want the learners to realise how much information they can get
from a text by the application of certain strategies. In this case you
might well want to use a target situation text to make the exercise
more realistic.

b) You want to do a jigsaw reading task, such as in lesson 2 in chapter
11. If you insisted on using target situation texts here, you could be
searching forever to find the appropriate ones. In this case, it is the
activity that is of greatest importance and so the texts can be
constructed to generate the best activity.

¢) You want to illustrate a particular sentence pattern or discourse
pattern. If you can find a target situation text that fits, use it. If not,
it is no great problem. Your purpose is to make apparent an
underlying structure. A target situation text might be rather confusing,
because there are all sorts of other things in the text too (Allen and
Widdowson, 1974). Here a simplified target text or a specially
constructed one might be more useful.
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d) You want to illustrate the importance of layout as a clue to reading
comprehcnsxon. ‘Authentzcny particularly of the visual appearance,
is a sine qua non in this case.

) You want to increase your learners’ motivation by emphasising the

real world application of the language In this case, an ‘authentic’
text is preferable, or at least an “authentic’ appearance.

The importance of a text is not intrinsic to the text, but derives from

the role the text has to play in the tcachmg/learnmg process. Ask

yourself: “What do I want the text to do?’ On that basis the most
appropriate type of text can be selected.

As the example of the use or non-use of authentic texts illustrates, ESP
teachers will often have to orientate themselves to difficult problems with
little or no guidance. There are no easy solutions to this situation, but
some methods that might be useful are:

— surveys of the history and present state of ESP in your own or
neighbouring countries;

- formation of groups of ESP teachers, perhaps allied to any existing
national organisation for the promotion of ELT, to further the support
and development of ESP;

— establishment of newsletters and other forms of publication, for
exchanging information and views about ESP in your country;

~ provision of pre- and in-service teacher training focussing on ESP
issues. Such provision can take a variety of forms: workshops,
seminars, short courses etc.

In short, ESP teachers cannot turn to linguistics and psychology in the

hope of finding ready-made, straightforward answers to the problems

that they will meet. Rather, they need to distil and synthesise, from the
range of options available, those which best suit.the particular
circumstances. To do so requires an open mind, curiosity, and a degree
of scepticism. ESP teachers need to arm themselves with a sound
knowledge of both theoretical and practical developments in ELT in
order to be able to make the range of decisions they are called upon to

make. All ESP teachers are in effect pioneers who are helping to shape
the world of ESP.

2 New realms of knowledge

As well as having to cope with the uncertain values of the strange land
of ESP, ESP teachers may also have to struggle to master language and
subject matter beyond the bounds of their previous experience. Teachers
who have been trained for General English teaching or for the teaching
of Literature may suddenly find themselves having to teach with texrs
whose content they know little or nothing about. Thus in addition to
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having to orientace themselves in a shifting world, ESP teachers may at
the same time fee] 5 sense of utter inadequacy at their ability to cope.
This problem is begt illustrated in the question of specialist knowledge
and. language. py, briefly, does the ESP teacher need to understand the
subject marter of ESP materials ?

Taken in isolation, the answer to this question must be ‘yes’. Teachers
of social or literary English would not enter the classroom understanding
little about ‘the content of the texts to be taught. So why should a
different standarq apply to the Science or Commerce text? But we need
to lOOk at this in a broader context, 1f we are golng to bC able to <ome
up with a reasonaple answer. We need to ask ourselves three questions:
a) Does the content of ESP materials need to be highly specialised ?

b) Why do so many ESP teachers find it difficult to comprehend ESP
subject matrer >

¢} What kind of knowledge is required of the ESP teacher?

a) Does the content of ESP materials need to be highly
specialised ?

As the work of the early pioneers in register analysis showed, there is
little linguistic Justification for having highly specialised texts. There is
no clear relationship betWQen sentence gramroar and specialisation of
knowledge. -In Specialised texts the discourse structure may be denser
and more formalised, but not different in kind from that of less
specialised materja]. There may well be a heavier load of specialist
vocabulary, but thig need not make it more difficult to understand (see
below). Indeed it May make it easier, because many such terms are
internationally used. ‘In short, the linguistic knowledge needed to
comprehend the specialist text is lictle different from that required to
comprehend the general text. The difference in comprehension lies in

the subject knowledgc, not the language knowledge. As Hiillen (198z)
says:

‘...itisnot the Usage of technical terms per se which distinguishes language for

special purposes from general language, But the factual knowledge necessary
for understanding these words. *

ﬂi{\l' he only real ; ustification for having highly specialised texts is to achieve
face vaIidity.h Learners may be more motivated by them, because they
,make the language seem more relevant. But learners can be very fickle. \
fAnd if the use of gucp texts makes work in the classroom difﬁcult}fff'

earners will soon lose thejr liking for such text. :

. Thereal answer ¢ this question lies in looking at the teaching of ESP

In terms of a whoje teaching /learning process. Any factor within that
process must be evalyared on the basis of how it relates to the other
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factors and thus affects the entire proccsstl“cxts, in other words, should
not be selected as texts, but as elements in'% learning process} If the texts
cannot be handled effectively by the teacher, it is not enough to simply
expect the teacher to cope as well as possible. A reasonable solution
should be negotiated.

We might compare this situation to cooking. Good ingredients are
important for a successful meal. But they will not of themselves produce
success. If the cook does not know how to exploit the ingredients well,
or if the necessary equipment is lacking, or if the diners do not like that
kind of cuisine, then che value of the ingredients will be little appreciated.
Negotiation is needed: the competence of the cook, the ingredients and
the tastes (and dietary needs) of the diners must all be taken into
account. This, of course, does not preclude the possibility of retraining
the cook or re-educating the palates of the diners.

So it is with ESP, materials must take proper account of the knowledge
and competence of the teacher and negotiate a workable relationship.
The starting point for such negotiation is the teacher’s current state of
knowledge. If teachers are unable to operate highly specialised texts
effectively they should not be used. The teachers’ competence is an
essential ingredient in the teaching-learning process and must, therefore,
be able to influence such matters as the choice of texts. In this regard
it is fortunate that many ESP teachers are also course designers and
materials writers. In contrast to their General English colleagues they
do have the power to influence syllabuses and materials 'in order to
accommodate their own capacities.

by Why do so many ESP teachers find it difficult to comnprehend
ESP subject matter?

This problem arises from four causes:

i) There is a tradition in education of separating the Humanities and
theSciences. Languages have usually been allocated to the Humanities
camp. The result has been that English teachers often receive little
or no education in the Sciences.

iy Many ESP teachers are reluctant settlers in the new territory. They
would prefer to be teaching Literature and Social English in the
comfortable environs of ELT, but have been obliged by economic
pressure to emigrate. This does not engender a great desire to learn
about the new area.

ili) Considering the scale of the ESP revolution it must be admitted that
little effort has been made to retrain teachers or to at least allay their
fears. Jack Ewer’s retraining programme in Chile is a notable
exception (see Swales, 1985)

iv) The general attitude in ESP seems to be to expect teachers to
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conform to the requirements of the target situation. As noted above,
this kind of one-way accommodation seems to us unreasonable.
The net result has been to produce a cadre of teachers, many of whom
feel alienated by the subject matter they are expected to teach. Science
and Technology, in particular, are scen as dull, boring, complicated,
incomprehensible, confusing. This can only have a negative effect on

 teaching. It is, therefore, essential that any approach to ESP teacher

training should try to dispel the fears and hostility that many teachers
have towards ESP subject matter. They should be shown that specialist
subject areas are not difficult to understand and can be interesting. Most
important of all, they should be helped to realise that they already have
much of the knowledge needed to understand the subject matter.

¢) What kind of knowledge is required of the ESP teacher?

ESP teachers do not need to learn specialist subject knowledge. They
require three things only:

i) apositive attitude towards the ESP content;

i1) aknowledge of the fundamental principles of the subject area;

iii) an awareness of how much they probably already know.

This can be summed up as ‘the ability to ask intelligent questions’.
When confronted with a machine, for example, the reacher should not
necessarily know how it works, but should be able to ask:

What is the machine used for?
What's this part called ?

Why does it do that ?

Why doesn’t it do that ?

etc.

In other words, the ESP teacher should not become a teacher of the
subject matter, but rather an interested student of the subject matter.

One final point to note is that, as with learner needs, teacher
knowledge is not a static commodity. Many ESP teachers are surprised
at how much knowledge of the subject matter they ¢ pick up’ by teaching
the materials or talking to students.

To sum up, if there is to be meaningful communication in the
classroom, it is essential that there is a common fund of knowledge and
interest between teacher and learner. This implies inevitably that the ESP
teacher must know something about the subject matter of the ESP
materials. However, in a learning-centred approach, this is not seen as
a one-way movement, with the teacher having to learn highly specialised
subject matter. Instead it should involve negotiation, where text subject
matter takes account of the teacher’s existing knowledge and at the same
time efforts are made to help the teacher to acquire some basic
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knowledge about the subject. Of greatest importance is the need to dispel
the mystique of specialist knowledge and build up the ESP teacher’s
confidence in coming to terms with it.

3 Change in the status of English teaching

One of the most important features of ESP in relation ro General English
is that the status of English changes from being a subject in its own right
to a service industry for other specialisms. In many cases this leads to
a lowering of status for the teacher, or at least this seems to be the ESP
teachers’ view. Johns (1981), for example, lists five problems that EAP
teachers complain of : low priority in timetabling; lack of personal /pro-
fessional contact with subject teachers; lower status/grade than subject
teachers; isolation from other teachers of English doing similar work;
lack of respect from students. These all seem to reflect either a lowering
of status or at least a general feeling of inferiority on the part of ESP
teachers. This is, however, not a universal phenomenon. In some
sttuations ESP teachers enjoy high status. But, whatever the effect on the
teachers’ status, the result of a move to ESP is always to make the ESP
teacher more accountable to others. As a result, in addition to the roles
that we have already outlined — materials writer, syllabus designer,
analyst etc. — the ESP practitioner frequently has to be a negotiator, too.

ESP teachers might, for example, find themselves having to work in
close cooperation with sponsors or subject specialists who are responsible
for the learners’ work or study experience outside the ESP classroom.
This is not always an easy relationship: suspicion of motives is common.
The effectiveness of the relationship depends greatly on how it is handled
by both parties, but, since it is usually the ESP teachers who have enlisted
the help of the subject specialist, it is their main responsibility to ensure
that potential problems are anticipated and avoided, and that a
harmonious working arrangement is created. One of the keys to success
in this area is for ESP teachers to establish clear guidelines about their
and the specialist’s separate and joint roles and responsibilities. Choice
of the specialist counterpart also needs to be made carefully: the most
available or ‘knowledgeable’ specialist may not be so useful as the one
who has the best understanding of and greatest sympathy for ESP. Most
important of all is that such cooperation should be a two-way process:
the subject specialist can help the ESP teacher in learning more about
the learners’ target situation. At the same time the ESP teacher can make
the subject specialist more aware of the language problems learners (and
ESP teachers) face. More detailed treatment of this topic — often referred
to as ‘team teaching’ ~ can be found in ELT Documents 106 and 112,
and in Coleman (1983).
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The ESP teacher may also have to negotiate in a more physical sensc.
Cramped classrooms, often in inconvenient locations, badly ventilated
or heated, with a great deal of outside noise, are only too common.
Equally, the teaching may take place in workshops or on the factory
“shop floor’ (as in, e.g. EOP), or on the premises of businesses and other
concerns, often without such basic classroom ‘apparatus’ as a
blackboard. The role ESP teachers are called on to play here is obviously
one of adaptability and flexibility. They need to be prepared to accept
such conditions as to some extent inevitable, to strive to improvise while
also patiently campaigning for improvements with the Sponsors.

The most important way in which the ESP teacher becomes a
negotiator is with regard to the learners, themselves. In contrast to the
General English teacher, the ESP teacher is faced by a group of learners

with certain expectations as to the nature, content and achievements of
- the course. JWe can se€ tne eftects of this most clearly if we consider the
problem of having learners of several different subject specialisms in the

same ESP class. It would seem something of a contradiction to try and
teach ESP to Biologists, Engingers, Medical students and Architects in
the same class. Yet this is quite Frequently the situation that the ESP
teacher is in. What can be done to give 2ll the students what they need
and want? In practical terms, how can you deal with apparently specific
needs without using subject-specific materials? How can you negotiate
a reasonable compromise, satisfactory to both teacher and learner ?

Partly, of course, the problem is of our own making: relevance has
been the great battle cry of ESP. As a result, an expectation has been
built up in the learners that they will get the English for their own specific
needs. But since a large number of teachers have to live with the problem,
we need a more constructive answer than this. Let us look briefly at the
justification for having subject-specific ESP materials.

In terms of language content, there is little reason why, say, a Biology
text should be more useful to a Biologist than, say, a Physics text. There
is no grammatical structure, function or discourse structure that can be
identified specifically with Biology or any particular subject. Such things
are the product of the communicative sitnation (lecture, conversation,
experiment, instructions etc.) and the level (engineer, technician,
manager, mechanic, university etc.). There are only two ways in which
the subject has any kind of influence on the language content:

a) Vocabulary. But even here the differences are far less significant than
might be expected. We can distinguish four types of vocabulary:

—structural: e.g. are, this, only, however;

—general: e.g. table, run, dog, road, weather, cause;

—sub-technical: e.g. engine, spring, valve, acid, budget;

—technical: auricle, schistosome, fissure, electrophoresis.

It is only the last category that will show any significant variation
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with subject. But the variation is small. Inman (1978), for example,
found that in an extensive corpus of scientific and technical writing,
technical vocabulary accounted for only ¢ % of the total range of lexis.
Furthermore, this technical vocabulary was used far less frequently
than the non-technical. These technical terms are also likely to pose
the least problems for learners: they are often internationally used
or can be worked out from a knowledge of the subject matter and
common word roots.

b) Certain subject areas show a higher proportion of particular gram-
matical or structural forms. For example, a register analysis of
Scientific and Technological subjects will show a high percentage of
passives and nominal/adjectival compounds (e.g. a 40 track disk
drive); reports on experiments are very common in Chemistry, and
so on. But these factors are of very limited value. Although the
passive, is common in EST, the learner still needs both the active and
the passive, and the fact that a form is more common does not make
it any more difficult to learn. Nominal compounds are found
everywhere in English, not just in Science and Technology (e.g. a
coffee cup), and the rules for their creation and use do not vary with
subject.

Thus, in terms of language content there is little justification for a

subject-specific approach to ESP. The justification becomes even less

significant when we take into account underlying skills and strategies.

These certainly do not vary with the subject area.

But it is one thing for the ESP teacher to know that language needs
vary little with subject; it is quite another to convince the learners that
this is so. The reasons for having a subject-specific approach rest almost
entirely on two affective factors generated by the learners themselves:

a) Face validity. Subject-specific materials look relevant.

b) Familiarity. If learners have got used to working with a particular
kind of text in the ESP classroom they will be less apprehensive about
tackling it in the target situation.

These factors should not be discounted. They are very important to the

learners. But, having analysed the reason why learners often demand

subject-specific texts, we can try to work out a strategy for dealing with
the problem.

a) The first step is to try and establish groupings along broad subject
lines: commerce and economics, physical sciences, medical and
biological sciences etc. This should be within the reach of almost all
institutions.

b) Avoid highly specific materials and try to give everyone’s specialism
some chance. In this way you may not please everyone all the time,
bur at least you won’t displease anyone all the time.

¢} Look for topics which give access to a number of different specialist
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arcas. Take pumps as a simple example: pumps are found in the
body (the heart), in houses (central heating systems), in engines
(petrol pumps), in hospitals (peristaltic pumps in heart-lung
machines) etc. Using topics like this, learners can apply the ideas and
language of a core text to their own specialist field.

d) Make learners aware of the lack of specificity of their needs. You will
not achieve this by simply telling them that they do not need subject-
specific materials. Get them to discover it for themselves by doing
their own language analysis. Find texts from different specialisms
and get the learners to analyse the language to try and find out what
makes one subject text different from another. In this way they should
be able to see for themselves that the language is not significantly
different. You can try a similar technique for skills /strategies. These
activities will also incidentally provide some valuable language work.

¢) If people are having fun, they are far less likely to complain. Making
the methodology more interactive and enjoyable can be a valuable
weapon in countering demands for subject-specific ESP.

In conclusion, then, there is lirtle justification for having very specific
materials. But learners will still demand them. Coping with this situation
will be greatly eased by first of all trying to understand why learners
demand such materials, then trying to negotiate a compromise: making
learners more aware of their real needs and using an enjoyable
methodology to divert attention from areas of possible conflict.

To return to the original point, the examples given illustrate the extra
dimension that results from the change in the status of English when we
move from the General English to the ESP situation. The teacher
becomes accountable to other parties — sponsors, subject specialists,
learners — and as such takes on the additional role of negotiator.

Conclusion

We have dealt in this final chapter with some of the features that
distinguish the role of the ESP teacher from that of the General English
teacher. We have shown with examples how in a learning-centred
approach it is important to balance all the factors involved in the
teaching-learning process. In this way the difficulties that many ESP
teachers encounter can be reduced. At the same time we hope you will
be encouraged to realise both what the land of ESP has to offer you and
what knowledge and potential you bring with you to expand and
develop this brave new world.

Finally, we should like to present a simple analogy to sum up the
approach we have presented in this book.

There are three sports coaches, coaching a mixed team of arhletes.
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The first coach does a rigorous analysis of the abilities his players need.
He analyses the anatomical structure of the perfect athlete and works
out weight-training exercises for building up each important muscle.

The second coach decides that this is not the best approach. Rather
than big powerful muscles, he feels that the players need to develop their
skills in using the muscles. He creates a programme of endurance
courses. He also thinks his players would work better if they knew why
the different muscles acted as they did and how the body operates as
a machine. So he builds work on anatomy and diet into his course.

The third coach decides that both these approaches have some good
features but notices that the athletes don’t like them very much. They
are all keen to make the first team, but even so they often don’t turn
up to training sessions. He asks them what the problem is and what they
would prefer to do. They say that the exercises and obstacle courses are
very thorough and the information about diets is very relevant but it’s
all rather boring and repetitive. They would rather play some sort of
game. The third coach then does another analysis. He works out what
muscles and skills the players would use in a game of football or
basketball and other activities. He then matches this analysis to the one
done by the other coaches. He finds that there is a large degree of
similarity. So he designs a programme of activities: football, basketball
and other team games. While the players are doing these activities, he
watches them. Every now and then, he stops the activities and teaches
them a new technique or tells them something about why their bodies act
as they do, or he might give some advice on diet or exercises to improve
a particular skill.

We can compare these three coaches to the three approaches to ESP
we have referred to in this book: 2 language-centred approach, a
skills-centred approach and a learning-centred approach, respectively.
In conclusion, we leave it to you to decide which coach and which
approach will be the most successful.

Tasks
1 What roles are you called on to play as an ESP teacher? What
additional roles might other ESP teachers have to play?

2 What can the ESP teacher do to improve his or her knowledge of
specialist subjects ?

3 Look at the four types of vocabulary given on page 165. Find a text
from your learners’ target situation and categorise the vocabulary in
the same way. Compare your results to Inman’s.
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4 How far would you agree with Johns’ five complaints (p. x64)? Make
your own list.

5 Why do you think ESP teachers generally have, or regard themselves
as having a lower status?

6 ‘If people are having fun, they are far less likely to complain. Making
the methodology more interactive and enjoyable can be a valuable
weapon in countering demands for subject-specific ESP.” How far
would you agree with this ?
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Appendix: resources

1 Books

At the current time there is a general lack of books on ESP. This is changing

and the next few years are likely to see more works published on the subject.

Most of the resources of information available are, therefore, in the form of

journals or collections of articles.

a) Of the few books currently available ESP in Perspective — A Practical Guide
by Jo McDonough (Collins, 1684} gives a good general survey of the field.

b) Another recent book is English for specific purposes by Chris Kennedy and
Rod Bolitho {(Macmillan, 1984). This book gives a generally language-centred
view of ESP.

<) Although not limited to ESP, Henry Widdowson’s Teaching Language as
Communication {QUP, 1978) is a very useful introduction to the nature of
language as communication and approaches to treatment of the four skills.
Of great value to practitioners of EST in particular, but also to anyone
involved in any area of ESP, are Secrions One, Two and Three of the same
author’s Explorations in Applied Linguistics (OUP, 1979). Many other parts
of this book are also highly recommended e.g. chapters 12, 13, 14, 19 and
20. Widdowson’s more recent Learning Purpose and Language Use (OUP,
1983) provides a theoretical framework for ESP, and explores some of its
practical implications — another ‘must’ for the ESP devotee!

d) The discourse analysis approach to ESP is fully explained in English for
Science and Technology: A discourse approach by Louis Trimble (CUP,

1985).

2 Surveys and collections of papers

a) The best general survey of the field is probably Pauline Robinson’s ESP
(English for Specific Purposes) (Pergamon, 1980). Although needing up-
dating, it presents a balanced, comprehensive overview, and contains a very
useful, extensive bibliography.

b) A number of issues of ELT Documents (Pergamon, formerly published by
the British Council} provide a perspective on a wide spectrum of ESP work.
Of particular interest are:

Nos. roz: English for Specific Purposes (1978)
106 Team Teaching in ESP (1980)
107: The University of Malaya ESP Project (1980)
112: The ESP Teacher: Role, Development and Prospects (1981)
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116: Language Teaching Projects for the Third World (1983)
117: Common Ground: Shared Interests in ESP and Communication
Studies (1984) '
ELT Documents Special Issues and Occasional Papers: Projects in Materials
Design (1980).
An article, by Gerry Abbott, in another volume of the series {zo3:
Individualisation in Language Learning), is also worth consulting as back-
ground reading, as is Chris Kennedy’s response to Abbott’s article in ELT
Documents 106.
A volume of ELT Documents on Materials Evaluation is forthcoming.

<) From a standpoint which attempts to thoroughly address both theoretical
and practical issues, we recommend English for Specific Purposes (Longman,
1978) edited by R.Mackay and A.J. Mountford. The book adopts a
case-study approach. However, it should be noted thar nearly all the cases
in question are of the EAP variety, and most of them are concerned with
the design of ESP courses for overseas students in the UK setting. Nevertheless,
other chapters are relevant to ESP as a whole, and the chapters on textbook
design'(by Swales, Allen and Widdowson, and Bates} are well worth reading.

d) Volumes 1—4 of Practical Papers in English Language Education (Institute
for English Language Education, I978-1982) contain a number of larger
papers on ESP, in which there are very full accounts of the thinking behind
a number of ESP projects, and copious illustration of ideas in the form of
materials, course design, and so on. Volume 5, entitled Lancaster Practical
Papers in English Language Education: lssues in ESP {Pergamon, 1983) is
devoted entirely to ESP.

¢) Episodes in ESP (Pergamon, 1985), edited by John Swales, is a collection of
seminal articles on ESP, from the last 2o years or so, with a commentary
on each one by the editor. As such, it makes a very handy reference work,
especially since some of the writings it contains are diffcult to obtain any
other way. This book provides a much needed historical perspective on the
development of ESP. Swales states in the introduction to Episodes in ESP
that he hopes to produce a follow-up book, which will be a comprehensive
bibliography of ESP. We all hope it will not be long in coming.

f) A more specialised collection co-edited by Swales is ESP in the Arab World,
edited by John Swales and Hassan Mustafa {Language Studies Unit,
University of Aston, 1984). _

g) The American tradition in ESP is well documented in English for Academic
and Technical Purposes edited by Larry Selinker, Elaine Tarone and Victor
Hanzeli (Newbury House, 1981).

3 Journals and papers

Numerous journals exist in the world of ESP, too many to mention here. We

have selected those which have had the most consistent publishing record, in

the hope that they will continue to be available.

a) A very useful survey article by Bernard Coffey, ‘ESP-English for Specific
Purposes’, appeared in Language Teaching Vol. 17, No. 1 (CUP, 1984).
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b) An earlier article in the same journal (then known as Language Teaching
& Linguistics: Abstracts) by Peter Strevens, ‘Special purpose language
learning: a perspective’ was published in Vol. 10, No. 3, 1977.

¢} Pergamon publish The ESP Journal twice a year.

d) Until early 1985 English for Specific Purposes, a newslerter, was published
monthly by the English Langnage Institute, Oregon State University,
Corvallis, Oregon 97331, USA. Publication ceased in 1985. It remains to
be seen whether it will be revived either at Corvallis or elsewhere.

¢) Espmena Bulletin, vecently resuscitated after something of a relapse appears
once or twice a year: subscription information from the Editor, English
Langunage Servicing Unit, Faculty of Arts, University of Khartoum, PO Box
321, Khartoum, The Sudan. Collected volumes of Espmena have recently
become available.

£} TEAM the journal of the ELI at the College of Petroleum and Minerals at
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, is published three times a year, and is available free
of charge.

g} The Brazilian National ESP Project puts out a useful journal called The
ESPecialist and also occasional Working Papers. These give a generally
skills-centred view of ESP. More information can be obtained from:
Departamento de Ingles, PUC, Rua Monte Alegre, 984, 05014-520 Paulo-5P,
Brazil.

4 Information and courses

a) The ELI at Corvallis {see Journals above) houses the EST Clearinghouse.
This comprises a collection of papers etc. At the present time it is not clear
what will happen to the collection.

b} Collections of articles on ESP exist at the Institute for English Language
Education, University of Lancaster, Lancaster, England and at the Language
Studies Unit of the Department of Modern Languages, at the University of
Aston, Birmingham, England.

¢) A number of ESP teacher training courses exist at centres such as the
Institute for English Language Education (University of Lancaster), Essex
University, Aston 8¢ Birmingham Universities, and so on. The British
Council’s TEFL/TESL: Academic Courses in the United Kingdom (published
annually) is a comprehensive guide to these and other courses available in
the UK.

d) Finally, conferences can be another useful source of information and ideas.
All the major international ones (e.g. IATEFL, TESOL, RELC) include
ESP-oriented presentations and get-togethers. A European Symposium on
LSP (Language for Specific Purposes) is held annually. Warch out for
regional conferences occurring in your area!
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5 Non-ELTsources

Itis 2 good idea for all ESP teachers to try and develop their knowledge of the
subject specialisms of their learners. You can learn a lot from the subject
specialists and from the students themselves. However, often the most useful
sources are books intended for the non-specialist, particularly ones written for
children. These are useful, because they explain a lot of the background
knowledge that subject specialists take for granted. There is a huge range of
books available. Most publishers have some such books. We list only a few here:

For children

a) How it Works: Series ¢ 54 (Ladybird Books Ltd). Titles include: The
Camera, The Rocket, The Computer.

b) Junior Science: Series 621 {Ladybird Books Ltd). Titles include: Magnets,
bulbs and batteries; Levers, pulleys and engines.

¢) Young Scientist Books (Usborne).

d) Visual Books (Macdonald). Titles include: Aircraft, The Weather, Money

€} Insiders (Macdonald). Titles include; Hospital, Oil Rig, Airport, TV
Studio.

For aduft non-specialists

f) Made Simple Series (W. H. Allen). Titles include: Applied Economics;
Chemistry; Office Practice; Statistics; Electronics.

g) Basic Guide to... (Readers Digest). Titles include; Practical Electrics; Home
Plumbing; Looking after your car; Working in Wood ; Home Decorating.

These books and others like them can also be very useful sources of ideas for
materials.
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