
Third lesson: Information and Communications Technology  

Do you know what does it means ICT? 

Text:  

Schools use a diverse set of ICT tools to communicate, create, disseminate, store, and 

manage information. In some contexts, ICT has also become integral to the teaching-

learning interaction, through such approaches as replacing chalkboards with interactive 

digital whiteboards, using students’ own smartphones or other devices for learning during 

class time, and the “flipped classroom” model where students watch lectures at home on 

the computer and use classroom time for more interactive exercises. 

When teachers are digitally literate and trained to use ICT, these approaches can lead to 

higher order thinking skills, provide creative and individualized options for students to 

express their understandings, and leave students better prepared to deal with ongoing 

technological change in society and the workplace. 

ICT issues planners must consider include: considering the total cost-benefit equation, 

supplying and maintaining the requisite infrastructure, and ensuring investments are 

matched with teacher support and other policies aimed at effective ICT use. 

  

Issues and Discussion 

Digital culture and digital literacy: Computer technologies and other aspects of digital 

culture have changed the ways people live, work, play, and learn, impacting the 

construction and distribution of knowledge and power around the world. 

Graduates who are less familiar with digital culture are increasingly at a disadvantage in 

the national and global economy. Digital literacy—the skills of searching for, discerning, 

and producing information, as well as the critical use of new media for full participation in 

society—has thus become an important consideration for curriculum frameworks. 

In many countries, digital literacy is being built through the incorporation of information 

and communication technology (ICT) into schools. Some common educational 

applications of ICT include: 

• One laptop per chil 

• d: Less expensive laptops have been designed for use in school on a 1:1 basis with 

features like lower power consumption, a low cost operating system, and special 

re-programming and mesh network functions. Despite efforts to reduce costs, 

however, providing one laptop per child may be too costly for some developing 

countries. 

• Tablets: Tablets are small personal computers with a touch screen, allowing input 

without a keyboard or mouse. Inexpensive learning software (“apps”) can be 

downloaded onto tablets, making them a versatile tool for learning. 



• The most effective apps develop higher order thinking skills and provide creative 

and individualized options for students to express their understandings. 

• Interactive White Boards or Smart Boards: Interactive white boards allow projected 

computer images to be displayed, manipulated, dragged, clicked, or copied. 

• Simultaneously, handwritten notes can be taken on the board and saved for later 

use. Interactive white boards are associated with whole-class instruction rather 

than student-centred activities. 

•  Student engagement is generally higher when ICT is available for student use 

throughout the classroom. 

• E-readers: E-readers are electronic devices that can hold hundreds of books in 

digital form, and they are increasingly utilized in the delivery of reading material. 

•  Students—both skilled readers and reluctant readers—have had positive 

responses to the use of e-readers for independent reading. 

• Features of e-readers that can contribute to positive use include their portability 

and long battery life, response to text, and the ability to define unknown words. 

•  Additionally, many classic book titles are available for free in e-book form. 

Question: 

Fill in the gaps 

Aspects advantages disadvantages 
Information and 
communication 
technology 

  

 

http://www.businessinsider.com/how-to-download-tons-of-free-ebooks-online-for-any-ereader-device-2011-4

