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Types and Structures of Academic Texts
	Structure is an important feature of academic writing. A well-structured text enables the reader to follow the argument and navigate the text. In academic writing a clear structure and a logical flow are imperative to a cohesive text. Most academic texts follow established structures.
1. Common Types and Structures
	The structure of your writing depends on the type of assignment, but two common structures used in academic writing are the three-part essay structure and the IMRaD structure. Even shorter essays that are not divided into titled sections follow such a structure. Longer texts may be further divided into subsections.
1.1. Essays
	Academic essays are analytical or interpretive compositions that explore a specific topic or argument. Essays are commonly assigned in coursework to develop university students’ critical thinking, writing and research skills. This type of academic texts typically includes an introduction with a thesis statement, body paragraphs that develop the argument with evidence and a conclusion that summarises the findings. Effective essays are well-structured, clearly written and logically coherent. Writing an academic essay requires skills, such as careful planning, critical analysis and the ability to articulate and support an argument persuasively.
Components
An academic essay is a structured form of writing used to convey ideas and arguments in a clear and systematic way. The following are the essential components of an academic essay:
1. Title is a concise and informative title that reflects the essay’s content and focus.
2. Introduction
· Hook is a compelling opening sentence or question to grab the reader’s attention.
· Background information provides context or background relevant to the topic.
· Thesis statement is a clear and concise statement of the main argument or purpose of the essay. This statement guides the direction of the essay.
3. Body paragraphs
· Topic sentences open each paragraph to introduce the main idea of the paragraph.
· Evidence (such as quotes, data, or examples) supports the topic sentences.
· Analysis explains how this evidence supports the main argument.
· Transitions between paragraphs help maintain coherence and logical flow.
4. Counterarguments (if applicable)
· Presentation of counterarguments acknowledges and introduces opposing viewpoints.
· Refutation provides evidence and reasoning to refute or counter these opposing viewpoints, strengthening the original argument.
5. Conclusion
· In the conclusion you should return to the thesis or problem that you presented in the introduction. However, be careful to not merely repeat what you wrote in the introduction; instead, show your reader how what you have written sheds new light on the problem presented at the beginning. Be careful that your conclusion is not just a repetition of what you have already written. 
· In your conclusion, you may also evaluate and explain whether or not you have reached the aim or solved the problem presented in the introduction, and how. No new material should be introduced in the conclusion, but it is quite common to suggest topics for further studies. 
1.2. Research Articles
	Research articles are the cornerstone of academic publishing, presenting new and original findings in a specific field. These articles follow a structured format, typically including an abstract, introduction, methodology, results, discussion and conclusion. Original research articles contribute to the body of knowledge by providing novel insights and empirical data, while review articles synthesize existing research, highlighting trends, gaps and future directions. In turn, case studies, a subset of research articles, focus on in-depth analysis of a particular instance, offering detailed context and potential generalizations. Writing research articles demands rigorous methodology, clear articulation of findings and a thorough literature review to situate the research within the existing body of work.
Components
1. Title reflects the study’s content and main findings.
2. Abstract is a 150–250-word summary highlighting the research purpose, methodology, results and conclusions, providing a snapshot to help readers decide whether to read the full text.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction
· Background sets the context by discussing the broader research area and relevant studies.
· Research problem states the problem or knowledge gap addressed by the study.
· Objectives/hypotheses outline the research aims and any hypotheses being tested.
· Significance explains the study’s importance and potential impact.
· Literature review identifies existing knowledge, highlights gaps the study aims to fill and shows how the research builds on previous work.
4. Methodology
· Research design describes the overall approach (e.g. experimental, observational, qualitative, quantitative).
· Participants/sample details the characteristics and number of participants or samples used.
· Data collection explains data collection methods, including tools, instruments, or procedures.
· Data analysis describes analysis methods, including statistical tests and software.
5. Results often present the main findings in tables, figures and charts.
6. Discussion
· Interpretation contextualises the findings vis-à-vis the research question and hypotheses.
· Comparison with previous research highlights similarities and differences with other studies.
· Implications discuss practical or theoretical implications.
· Limitations acknowledge study shortcomings, such as sample size or potential biases.
· Future research suggests directions for future studies based on findings and limitations.
7. Conclusion summarizes the main findings and their significance, restating the study’s importance and contributions to the field.
8. References list all cited sources, formatted according to the relevant citation style.
9. Acknowledgements (if applicable) recognize contributors not listed as authors.
10. Appendices (if applicable) include supplementary material, such as raw data or detailed descriptions of complex procedures.

1.3. Position Papers

	Position papers present an arguable opinion or stance on a specific issue supported by evidence and reasoning. They are often used in policy discussions, academic debates and organisational decision-making to articulate a clear position and persuade others. Position papers typically include an introduction that outlines the issue and states the position, a body that presents arguments and evidence and a conclusion that summarises the key points. Writing a position paper requires thorough research, critical analysis and persuasive writing skills, as well as the ability to address counterarguments and defend the stated position effectively.

1.3.1. Components

1. Title clearly and concisely reflects the main argument or stance of the paper.
1. Introduction
1. Hook is an engaging opening sentence or question that captures the reader’s attention.
1. Background information provides context or background relevant to the issue.
1. Thesis statement is a clear and concise statement of the position being argued, outlining the main points that will be discussed in the paper.
1. Position statement
2. Clear declaration of position explicitly states the stance on the issue.
2. Rationale briefly explains why this position is held, setting up the arguments that will be elaborated in the body paragraphs.
1. Body paragraphs
3. Topic sentences open each paragraph to introduce the main idea of the paragraph.
3. Arguments supporting the position.
3. Evidence, such as facts, statistics, expert opinions and examples, backs the arguments.
3. Analysis and explanation analyse the evidence, explain how it supports the position and discuss the significance of the evidence.
3. Counterarguments and refutation acknowledge potential counterarguments and provide refutations to strengthen the original position.
1. Conclusion
4. Restatement of thesis recaps the thesis statement in different words.
4. Summary of main points recaps the key arguments made in the body paragraphs.
4. Implications and recommendations discuss the broader implications of the position and may suggest recommendations or actions.
1. References include all the sources cited in the paper, formatted according to a specific citation style (e.g. APA, MLA, Chicago).

1.3.2. Purpose

	Academic position papers are written in various circumstances and on diverse topics to influence decisions, contribute to debates and propose solutions. They are commonly used in policy development to advocate for specific actions in government, non-profits, or corporations. In academic settings, scholars write them to contribute to debates on contentious issues, present them at conferences and include them in grant proposals to justify research funding. Organisations use them to propose strategic directions and new initiatives.

1.3.3.Topics

	Position papers cover a wide range of topics. For instance, in public policy, they address issues like healthcare reform, climate change and educational reforms. Ethical issues include debates on bioethics, data privacy and AI ethics. Next, scientific and technological advancements may focus on the impacts of technologies like autonomous vehicles and renewable energy. In turn, social and cultural issues may encompass gender equality and media influence on public perceptions. Economic policies include taxation, trade agreements and income inequality. Education topics cover curriculum changes and online learning, while health and medicine address public health initiatives and health care accessibility. Environmental issues focus on conservation, pollution control and sustainability. Legal and criminal justice topics range from criminal justice reform to drug policy.
1.4. Paragraphs
A paragraph is a collection of sentences that deal with one topic or idea. When a new paragraph begins it signals to the reader that the focus shifts to a new idea or thought. At the same time, all paragraphs should connect to the main topic.
	Paragraphs consist of sentences. Each paragraph should have a topic sentence that presents the main point or theme of the paragraph. This sentence is most often near the beginning of the paragraph. All other sentences in the paragraph are supporting sentences that connect back to the topic sentence. These sentences develop the idea that is expressed in the topic sentence. This development may for example be a deeper analysis, a contrast or an illustrative example. The last sentence of the paragraph is the concluding sentence or transitional sentence. It sums up the contents of the paragraph and leads the reader to the following paragraph. It is important to transition smoothly from one paragraph to the next. Otherwise, the impression will be that the paragraphs are piled onto each other rather than constitute one coherent text.
	The length of each paragraph depends on its content. This means that the length of paragraphs may vary. That is, you should not begin a new paragraph simply because you feel that now it is long enough. However, if a paragraph is very short it could be an indication that something needs to be developed. If it is very long, it could be an indication that it contains more than one central idea.
Paragraph development
· Paragraphs can be structured in different ways. The internal structure of each paragraph often depends on the idea that is treated in that specific paragraph and its relationship to the surrounding paragraphs as well as to the text as a whole.
· Your topic and the purpose of the paragraph should determine its organization. For example, if your purpose is to illustrate the differences between two theories, your topic sentence should tell the reader that you are about to contrast two theories. You may then describe first one theory, then the other, and finally contrast the two.
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