
Do not start a topic sentence with he or she and do not refer to information 

mentioned in the title like in this eg:  

Kara’s Favourite Day! 

She like Saturdays because she can sleep in. 

Saturday is Kara’s favourite day. She likes it because… 

 

Task 5: work in pairs and add as many SD as possible  

Task 6: Read the following paragraph, identify the TS, and write a title  



Task 7: circle the topic and underline the controlling ideain each topic 

sentence. Then, write two supporting  and possible title for the paragraph 



Writing Assignment 

Task 8: work alone ! On a sheet, write 6 sentences about a figure you like or 

follow on social media. 

2. Descriptive Paragraph 

Model Paragraph 1: work in pairs. Read the $ and answer the questions 

 

  

 

Questions about the model paragraph:  

1- What is the topic of the paragraph? 

2- What is the writer’s main/controlling idea about the topic? 

3- What sentences explain why the writer says that Canovanas  has a big heart? 

4- What tense is used in the paragraph? 

 

Most paragraphs end with a concluding sentence (CS) like in the exemple that 

follows. Compare the TS to the CS. How does the CS relate the senetence that 

preceeds it!  



Task1:  read the paragraphs; then, identify  the TS, the SSs, and the CS. Pay 

attention to the flow of ideas from one sentence to another! 



Writing Assignment 

Like in the the models above, write a descriptive paragraph of your hometown or 

the town you wish you were living in.  

3. NarrativeParagraph 

Model Paragraph 1: work in pairs. Read the $ and answer the questions 

 



1. What is the topic of the paragraph? 

2. What is the writer’s main/controlling idea about the topic? 

3. What details does the writer include in his description of the day? 

4. What are some words or expressions that show that the writer is using 

time order? 

5. What tense does the writer use in the paragraph? 

Questions about the model paragraph:  

Model Paragraph 2: work in pairs. Read the $ and answer the questions 

 

Questions about the model paragraph:  

1. What is the topic of the paragraph? 

2. What is the writer’s main/controlling idea about the topic? 

3. What three memories of her wedding does the writer focus on? 



Practice:  Task 1: read the paragraphs and answer the questions that follow 

1. Identify the topic sentences 

2. What details do the writers give about the trip? 

3. Identify the concluding sentences? Do the authors end the paragraphs by 

repeating words from the TS, or do they offer personal comments? 



Practice:  Task 2: choose the appropriate concluding sentence for $1 and 

write one for $ 2 

………… 
……………………………. 



The information included in a paragraph needs to be organized. The 

writer must put the information in some kind of order. This makes it easier to 

read and follow. There are many ways of organizing  information in a 

paragraph. For example, you can use time (chronological ) order. Organization 

of ideas needs to accounted for at the level of pre-writing.  

This order is achievd also through the use of time order signals.  The 

latter signal the order in which the events happen. Put a comma after a time 

order signal that comes before the subject at the beginning of a sentence. 

Then, soo, and now are usually not followed by a comma. 





Writing Assignment 

Like in the the models above, write a paragraph about an important event in your 

life.  

Step1: make notes in time order about what happened on the day of the event. 

Freewrite about the vent for 5 minutes. 

Step 2: look at your notes and decide what information is most important to your 

narration of the event. Decide also how you want to organize yourideas. 

Step 3: write a draft starting with the topic sentence. Make sure that your 

supporting sentences show why your  topic sentence is true. Add a title! 

Step 4: revise your draft. Read it aloud and make the necessary changes. Do peer 

review.  Consider the checklist bellow!  



4. Definition Paragraph  

This type of paragraphs gives clear definitions of abstract terms like frienship, 

courage, happiness  or terms related to specific areas. 

E.g., Business: what is recession? 

History: what is manifest destiny? 

Health: what are supplements? 

If the concept is traced back to a different language, the writer  can define it first 

in the original language (Latin, Greek, German, Arabic,  or persian). The writer 

may also explain what is interesting about it if it a practice (like Thanksgiving).  

Model Paragraph 1: work in pairs. Read the $ and answer the questions 

 

  



One way to write a topic sentencefor a definition paragraph is to give three 

pieces of information: 

1- the word of the concept you will explain (topic) 

2- the large category it belongs to 

The distinguishing characteristic which makes this concept or thing different 

from other members of the category.  



Courage is  The quality Of being brave in dangerous or difficult 

situations 

Thanksgiving is  The custom of  Giving thanks to the blessings  of the 

harvest.  

The supporting sentences of a definition paragraph present details that 

explain the topic in details. They could be additional facts telling who, what, 

where, when, how, and why. They may also be explanations of the process, 

examples, or descriptions.  

E.g., Thanksgiving is popular in USA and Canada. Similarly named festival 

holidays occur in Germany and Japan. 

Practice: Task 1: read the $ bellow and circle the word or the phrase in the 

list that describes the type of SS. 



Task 2: read the paragraph and choose the best TS.  



Writing Assignment: 

Task 3: Choose 4 words/ concepts/ customs that would be good topics for 

definition paragraphs. Write a topic sentence for each one. You may do a 

little research!  

Choose one of these topic sentences and write a definition paragraph. 

5. Cause Effect Paragraph: 

Analyzing causes and effects is an important part of academic writing. This 

type of paragraph could be about the causes of a war, the factors that led to 

the success of a company or a businesswoman, or the effects of a new social 

media platform on learning.  



Model Paragraph 1: work in pairs. Read the $ and answer the questions 

 

Model Paragraph 2: work in pairs. Read the $ and answer the questions 

 



The controlling idea of the topic sentence in a cause effect paragraph 

should let the readers kow whether the focus will be on why something 

happened (causes) or what happened as a result (effects). 

The organization of the causes/ effects should be logical (for eg: the order 

of happening). The order could be from the most obvious to the least 

obvious like in model 2. a third pâttern of organization could be from the 

least important to the most important. 

The concluding sentence could either restate the controlling idea (eg: 

several key strategies caused the success of Velib.) or summarize the main 

causes/ effects: 

 

Practice: Task 1: create an outline of the first model paragraph 

Task 2: Read the $ bellow and choose the most appropriate TS. 





Task 3: read the paragraph. Cross out two sentences that are off-topic. 

Then find one sentence that is not in a logical position. Replace it!  



Writing Assignment:  

Task  4: make some research about « the switch to online banking »  and 

write a paragraph about the its positive effects 




