School Dropout Via School Failure
1- Definitions of School Dropout

« Structural Definition: School dropout refers to early school leaving before obtaining
a diploma or certificate, reflecting broader social inequalities such as poverty,
ethnicity, and geographic disparities (Hess & Hazel, 2021).

e Process-Oriented Definition: It is not a single event but a gradual process of
disengagement from school, often beginning with absenteeism, low academic
achievement, and weak attachment to school norms (Archambault et al., 2022).

« Critical Sociological View: Dropout is seen as a socially produced phenomenon,
linked to systemic exclusion, marginalization, and institutional failure rather than only
individual deficits (Fine, 1991).

o Comparative Perspective: The concept is also framed as “early school leaving” in
European contexts, emphasizing its economic and social costs, including
unemployment, welfare dependency, and crime (Rumberger, 2011).

2- Definitions of School Failure

« Structural Perspective: School failure refers to systematic patterns of
underachievement linked to poverty, ethnicity, language barriers, and unequal access
to resources (Hess & Hazel, 2021).

e Social Constructionist View: It is not merely an objective lack of achievement but a
socially constructed label that emerges from everyday practices, teacher
expectations, and institutional norms (Madan, 2020).

o Critical Perspective: School failure reflects power relations within education
systems, where marginalized groups are disproportionately labeled as “failures,”
reinforcing social inequality (Slee, 1998).

e Process-Oriented Definition: It is seen as a gradual disengagement from school
life, often manifesting in absenteeism, low grades, and eventual dropout (Archambault
etal., 2022).

3- The difference between School Failure and School Dropout

The difference is that school failure refers to not achieving expected academic outcomes
within the school system (e.g., low grades, repeating years, poor performance), while school
dropout refers to leaving school before completing the prescribed level of education. Failure
may lead to dropout, but not all dropouts are the result of failure.



Key Differences Between School Failure and School Dropout

Aspect School Failure School Dropout

Inability to meet academic Premature exit from the school system

Definition standards or expectations within |before completing compulsory or expected

the school system. education.

Nature by grades, repetition, or

An academic outcome measured . .
An educational trajectory outcome marked

standardized tests. by leaving school entirely.

Often gradual: poor May be sudden or gradual: absenteeism,
Process performance, grade repetition, |disengagement, or voluntary/involuntary
disengagement. withdrawal.

Learning difficulties, lack of Structural inequalities, family

Causes support, poor teaching quality, |responsibilities, economic pressures, school

socioeconomic disadvantage. climate, or accumulated school failure.

Stigmatization, reduced self- Loss of qualifications, reduced employment
Consequences |esteem, limited academic opportunities, higher risk of
progression. marginalization.
: : Seen as a socially constructed |Seen as a structural phenomenon linked
Sociological S . .
Lens label reflecting institutional to systemic exclusion, poverty, and
expectations and inequalities. inequality.
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