
Introduction to Political Science 01 

 

Lectures programme 

 

First axis: What is political science? 

1- Definition of politics: Politics is a human/social activity 

2- Definition of Political Science: Is politics an art or a science? 

3- The emergence and development of political science: from the science 

of the state to the science of power 

4- Topics of Political Science: The State / Authority / Power and 

Capability / Political Decision-Making 

 

Second axis: Political science  relationship with other sciences 

1- Political Science and Social Sciences: The Relationship of Political 

Science with Sociology/Economics/Psychology/Anthropology . 

2- Political Science and the Humanities: The relationship of political 

science with history/law/philosophy/ethics . 

3- Political Science and Natural Sciences: The relationship of political 

science to geography/statistics. 

 

Third axis: State Theory 

1- The Concept of the State: Defining the state and distinguishing it from 

related concepts: nation/society/government 

2- Theories of the Origin of the State 

3- The Evolution of the State Throughout History: The Nation-State 

4- Forms of States 

5- Functions of the State 

 

Fourth axis: Political Organization 

1- The Nature of the Political System: 

Definition/Characteristics/Distinguishing it from the State and Government 

2- Capabilities of the Political System 

3- Functions of the Political System 

4- Components of the Political System: State Powers and the Separation of 

Powers 
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