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SIGNS AND SYMBOLS:  

  GEOMORPHOLOGICAL CARTOGRAPHY 

 

PRACTICAL WORK ……. 

DEFINITION : 

 MAP: Generally flat conventional representation of the distribution in space of concrete or 

abstract phenomena 

 TOPOGRAPHY: (topos: place, graphein: describe) technique of representation on a plane of the 

shapes of a place (reliefs) with the natural or artificial details that it carries 

 RELIEF: solid earth -atmosphere interface shaped by erosion (or / and man) 

  SCALE: Factor of reduction of the horizontal surfaces necessary to pass from the ground one to 

support of small dimensions : 

 

 LINEAR  SCALE 

 ALTITUDE: Third dimension of a relief = the vertical.   Altitude of a place = vertical distance 

place-zero reference level (mean sea level). 

* SYMBOLISM :  

* Name, date of publication, scale, orientation, legend … 

* Standardized colors : 

* hydrography: blue 

* Vegetation: green 

* Orography: bistre (Yellowish brown color) 

  

 All these conventions take into account the multiplicity of factors making it 

possible to correctly define a cartographic unit or taxon : 

* Morphography (description of shapes): graphic signs and symbols. 

* Structural context (lithology, tectonics): "warm" colors and gray signs. 

* Dynamic context (morphodynamic systems and superficial formations): "cold" colors. 

* Chronology: variations of hue (frames) or indices. 

 Considering the complexity of geomorphological maps, it is necessary to recommend the 

use of color as a means of facilitating their reading. 

 



Geomorphology 

2 
 

 

 

* Hydrography, in the truest sense, concerns everything related to the survey and cartographic 

representation of waters, river networks, glaciers, lakes, coasts and coastal seabeds. Hydrographic 

networks are an excellent geographical tracking system. 
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