Lecture 5                                               Ireland
      When Troubles erupted in Northern Ireland in the late 1960s, many people were surprised. However, the violence and suffering in Northern Ireland are just the latest events in a long-standing story that began long ago.
Reformation and Plantation
      The history of Anglo-Irish relations began with the colonization of Ireland by the Normans under Henry I1 of England in the 12th century. Over the next two centuries these Norman settlers became 'more Irish than the Irish', and it is possible that Ireland might have ended up as a contented Anglo-Irish society under the British Crown. However, in the 16th century Henry VIII quarrelled with Rome and Church. Resistance from Irish Catholics was strong but was put down by Henry's armies. And so by trying to force Irish Catholics to become Anglican and by taking a lot of their land, Henry began the two lasting problems of Anglo-Irish relations.
      What he had started was continued by his daughter Elizabeth I. Ulster was a particularly difficult region to bring under her rule. The soldiers of the province of Ulster successfully fought Elizabeth's armies until 1603, but were eventually defeated. Then the 'Plantation of Ulster' began. 'Plantation' meant that twenty-three new towns were built in Ulster to protect the needs of 170,000 new, Protestant settlers known as 'planters', most of whom came from Scotland. This policy of plantation soon changed the structure of society in Ulster.
      Religion separated the planters and native Irishmen. The Scots planters were Presbyterians, a form of Protestantism, and they were deeply suspicious of Catholics and Catholicism. But they brought with them their own laws and customs relating to land, which encouraged greater social stability and economic growth. The Scots also placed great emphasis on education and hard work, and they were good at business. All this sowed the seeds of Ulster's 19th century industrialization, which made it different from the rest of Ireland.
Cromwell and William of Orange

      During the Civil War in England, things became even worse in Ireland. A Catholic army was formed there in support of the king, Charles I, but Cromwell's Puritan (Protestant) force of 20,000 men was too strong for them. Cromwell's army not only defeated the Catholic, royalist army but also killed many civilians as well. This caused more bitterness between Protestants and Catholics, planters and natives. Forty years later there was again Irish support for the deposed Catholic king, James 11, but in 1690 the Protestant forces of William of Orange (William III) finally defeated the Catholics led by James at the Battle of the Boyne.
Famine
      No event in Irish history has had a deeper effect on Irish national feeling than the Great Famine of 1845-9. In the 19th century most of the Irish depended on agriculture -indeed, most of them depended on their survival. The poor peasants made simple potato-farming for their living from tiny pieces of land and had to pay high rents for this land. Potatoes were their main food and when the potato harvest was bad for four years in succession, there was a terrible famine in the country. The Great Famine left one million people dead and forced another million to emigrate to the United States of America. It also left bitter feelings towards the British Government because they had not done enough to help the poor people during the famine. 
      Although these events took place three hundred years ago, they are still remembered in Ulster today. Protestants still call themselves Orangemen and annually celebrate William's victories over the banners. The bitterness of history is kept Catholics with parades and alive in Northern Ireland.

Two Nations
      From the time of the famine the gradual appearance of two nations can be seen in Ireland. During the19 th century Ulster, and particularly Belfast, became industrialized in a similar way to the North of England. Because of its industrial economy Ulster was not as badly affected by the poor potato harvest as the rest of Ireland, which depended on agriculture. Also, the land laws in Ulster were much fairer than in the rest of Ireland. This meant that, whereas people in the south of Ireland blamed British rule for their poverty and suffering, the people of Ulster found that union with Britain had brought them prosperity, and markets for their industrial products. During the attempts between 1886 and 1914 to get Home Rule for Ireland (independence from Britain in all things relating to internal affairs), the people of Ulster resisted strongly and said they would fight rather than give up union with Britain.

Partition
      After a long and violent struggle, the southern part of Ireland finally became a Free State in 1921. Ulster chose to remain part of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. This division of Ireland is known as 'partition'. The Irish Free State declared itself a republic in 1949 and is now known as the Irish Republic, or Eire (an old Irish word for Ireland). It is completely separate and independent from Britain and Northern Ireland, and its government is in the capital city, Dublin. In 1949, Northern Ireland still had its own Prime Minister and its own Parliament at Stormont in Belfast which was responsible for the province's internal (not foreign) affairs, but it was still part of the UK. 
Conflict

      From the beginning, the Stormont Parliament was dominated by Protestants Northern Irish Catholics, who were now in a minority, found that they did not have equal opportunities with Protestants for housing and employment. A campaign of civil rights for Catholics was started but very little attention was paid to it by the ruling Protestants. In 1969 there was rioting in Northern Ireland between Catholics and Protestants. By 1972 the hostility between the two groups was so bad that Britain suspended the Northern Irish Parliament at Stormont and sent in the British army to keep the peace. The soldiers were welcomed at first by the Catholics as protectors from Protestant violence, but when the army began house-to-house searches of Catholic areas for men with guns, the welcome soon turned to bitterness.
       There have been many deaths since 1969. In 1972, on what became known as 'Bloody Sunday', British soldiers opened fire on Catholic demonstrators in Londonderly and thirteen people were killed. In addition, many British soldiers have been killed. Both the Protestant and the Catholic communities have illegal secret armies fighting a bloody war. On the Catholic side, are the IRA (Irish Republican Army) and INLA (Irish National Liberation Army). Both these organizations want to achieve a united Ireland by violent means, but they are condemned today by the government of the Irish Republic. On the Protestant side are the UDA (Ulster Defence Association) and the UWF (Ulster Volunteer Force).

The Search for a Solution
      Since 1969 there have been a number of attempts to find a political solution to the Northern Ireland problem. In 1972 the British Government ended the Stormont Parliament which had failed to give equal rights to Catholics, and Direct Rule of the province from Westminster was introduced. In 1973 there was an agreement - known as the Sunningdale Agreement behveen the British Government, the Catholic Nationalists (who wanted a united Ireland) and some Protestant Unionists (who wanted Northern Ireland to stay part of the United Kingdom). Many Unionists, however, were against the agreement, because they thought it gave too much power to the Catholic minority in Ulster, and in May 1974 there was a General Strike by Protestant workers, which led to the breakdown of the agreement. In 1975 there was another attempt at a political solution- the Constitutional Convention: This was an elected group of Northern Irish people, who were to advise opinions on plans for political change, but the group did not have any real power and, as there were Catholic Nationalists and Protestant Unionists in the group, they could not agree among themselves, and so this attempt also failed. For five years, no new political attempts were made. Finally, in 1980 the Irish Government (of Eire) began.talks with the British Government. There were many problems along the way, but these talks between the two governments eventually led to the Anglo-Irish Agreement in 1985.
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